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• California was the site of Sutter’s Mill and the gold rush of 1849. 
 

• People came to California to find gold. They came from China, Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Spain, Italy, Portugal, and Sweden. 

 

• Great Britain had control of land in India, Australia, New Zealand, and China. 

The possibility of finding gold in California 

drew miners from all over the world. 

NEW WORDS!NEW WORDS!NEW WORDS!NEW WORDS!    

 

Sluice gates Sluice gates Sluice gates Sluice gates ----    gate that controls the 

rate of water flow through a sluice. 

    

Iron pyrite Iron pyrite Iron pyrite Iron pyrite ----    a worthless yellow 

mineral that shines like real gold. 

    

Staking a claim Staking a claim Staking a claim Staking a claim ----    anyone who 

traveled to California and claimed 

empty land as their own. 

    

Boom towns Boom towns Boom towns Boom towns ----    whole towns that shot 

up at once.    

    

Bandit Bandit Bandit Bandit ---- An armed thief who is 

(usually) a member of a band.    

    

To rub elbows To rub elbows To rub elbows To rub elbows ----    Socialize with, 

especially with people of higher 

class or status.    

    

ChurningChurningChurningChurning - being agitated, stirring. 
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