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Children of the Longhouse 
 

Review Questions 
 
Chapter 1 
 

1. What is the name of the leader of the group of youngsters who want to raid the Anentak village? 
Grabber 

 
2. What is the name of the main character? 

Ohkwa’ri 
 

3. How many other characters can you name from Chapter 1? 
Otsi:stia - Ohkwa’ri’s sister 
Greasy Hair, Eats like a Bear, Falls a Lot - Grabber’s closest friends 
Herons Flying – Ohkwa’ri’s mother 
She Opens The Sky – Ohkwa’ri’s grandmother 
The Big Tree – Herons Flying’s brother 
The One Who Has Two Ideas – Ohkwa’ri’s father 

 
4. What did Ohkwa’ri discover while he was in his hiding place? 

Grabber was talking about starting a war 
 
5. Why did Grabber want to raid the Anen:tak village? Was it a valid reason? Why did it bother Ohkwa’ri? 

He said that they didn’t trade fairly with the Longhouse People, which wasn’t true. It bothered Ohkwa’ri because 
the village was at peace with the Longhouse People 

 
6. Why was it easy to raid an Anen:tak village? 

The Anen:tak villages were often quite smaller than those of the Longhouse People 
  
7. What did the Anen:tak people teach the Longhouse People? 

How to make birch bark canoes 
 

8. Can you name or describe the two games mentioned in Chapter 1 that Grabber was very good at? 
Tekwaarathon, where they use webbed sticks to throw and catch a hard deerskin ball and try to score goals 
Snow Snake, where they throw their long, finely carved spears down an ic trough to watch it skitter  
 

9. Why did Ohkwa’ri not admire Grabber anymore? 
Because despite his wonderful physical abilities, Grabber was impatient, he didn’t listen to advice, sulked when 
he lost, and often had an angry look on his face 
 

10. Why was it obvious that neither Grabber nor his friends would ever hold a position of honour such as a Pine Tree 
Chief or Roia:ne (leader of men)? 
Because they all weren’t wise or careful enough 
 

11. Why, did Otsi:stia say, was it good that Ohkwa’ri didn’t confront Grabber and his friends about their plan? 
Because Grabber probably would’ve betean up Ohkwa’ri, left him on the hillside and executed their plan before 
anyone could stop them 
 

12. Why, did Big Tree say to Grabber, was their plan a foolish one? 
Because Grabber and his followers have had no experience in war, it would’ve angered the Anen:taks whom 
would’ve raided the Longhouse people in return, they would’ve broken the peace, and it would’ve reflected 
dishonourable conduct. And they planned to execute the raid on their own, without the consent or support of the 
tribe.  

 
13. Ohkwa’ri’s grandmother asked him if he would repeat his words in front of Grabber. Ohkwa’ri agreed. What about 

you – how would you have handled the situation had you been in Ohkwa’ri’s shoes? 
 
14. What did Two Ideas call his club? Why? 

He called it The Tooth because of the sharp point that protruded from the ball of the club. 
 

15. How did the council handle the four youths after confronting them about their plan of the raid? 
They only explained to them why their plan was not a good one, and they showed them what the consequences 
of their actions might be, as was their custom. 
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Chapter 2 
 

1. How many families lived in the longhouse where Otsi:stia’s family lived? 
50 
 

2. Why did Otsi:stia wake in the middle of the night? 
She had a dream (vision) of  
 

3. What did Otsi:stia do to try to NOT let the dream bother her? 
She tried to focus on other things, like listening to what she could hear, thinking about their different clans, about 
the responsibilities held by women. She even hoped that her dancing would take the dream away. 

 
4. Can you remember the names of the different clans in the Flint Nation? 

Bear Clan, Turtle Clan, Wolf Clan 
 

5. Who was the head of the Bear Clan? 
Otsi:stia’s grandmother, She Opens The Sky 

 
6. The Longhouse People had quite a few festivals. Can you name some of them? 

The Great Midwinter Ceremony – new year 
Thanks to Maple Festival 
Thunder Dance – for rain 
The Moon Dance – thanks for watching over them 
The Thanks to the Strawberries 
The Planting Ceremony 

 The Bean Dance 
The Festival to thank the Green Corn 
The Harvest Dance - to mark the end of the summer 
The End of Seasons Ceremony 

 
 
Chapter 3 
 

1. Why did Big Tree put a coal in the wooden cup he was making? 
To shape the cup on the inside, hollowing it as it was blown and glowed 
 

2. Why did every man of the clan have a cup that hung from his belt? 
It was used for dipping up drinking water when in a forest, so that the man could remain watchful and alert 
instead of being caught off-guard by an unexpected enemy. In normal day-to-day life it could be used to scoop 
soup 
 

3. Where did the Longhouse People keep their private belongings? 
In the bark boxes under their bed 
 

4. What suggestion did Ohkwa’ri approach his uncle with? 
He wanted to build his own lodge 
 

5. Why did Big Tree not answer Ohkwa’ri immediately? 
It was their custom to wait to respond until a question was directed at them 
 

6. What problem did Big Tree see with Ohkwa’ri’s plan? 
The fact that he spoke out against Grabber and his friends might put himself at risk of being beaten when he lives 
all on his own 
 

7. What did the Longhouse People believe would happen to someone who told ancient stories in the wrong season? 
They believed that the Little Stone-Throwing People might throw a rock or turn themselves into bees and sting the 
lips of the one telling the story 

 
8. What story did Big Tree tell Ohkwa’ri and Otsi:stia? 

The story about how the Longhouse people came to live where they did 
 

9. How did the Anen:taks get their name? 
The Longhouse People called them that when they saw how they seasoned their food with tree bark. It means 
Bark-Eating People 
 

10. Why did things not go well between the Longhouse People and the Anen:taks at first? 
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The Anen:taks tried to drive them out of their land and eventually defeated them, forcing them to be their slaves. 
The Lonhouse people didn’t like it and had to fight for their freedom 

 
 
Chapter 4 
 

1. Why did Ohkwa’ri speak to the trees? 
He explained his need to make a lodge and asked its help with the building of it 
 

2. What did some of the older men give Ohkwa’ri for his lodge? 
Some pieces of elm bark they had peeled to repair the big lodge 
 

3. Who came to visit Ohkwa’ri while he was busy building his lodge? 
Hand Talker, his younger uncle 
 

4. What did Hand Talker help Ohkwa’ri with? What was wrong with Ohkwa’ri’s lodge’s structure? 
Hand Talker peeledthe bark from the part of the pole that went into the ground, because an unpeeled pole would 
rot quickly 
 

5. Why did Hand Talker have only one useable hand? 
He had previously fallen from a cliff and had lost his arm and damaged his throat, so he could not speak 
 

6. Why, did Walks Quietly say, were people created with two eyes and only one mouth? 
We always need to look twice as much as we talk, then we’ll be less likely to run into things 
 

7. Why would Hand Talker never be able to become one of the Roia:ne (the Good Men)? 
Because a Good Man had to be able to speak with powerful and effective language and Hand Talker couldn’t 
speak 
 
 

Chapter 5 
 

1. How, according to Otsi:stia’s grandmother, did the Jungies look after the strawberries? 
When no-one was around they’d go through the fields and turn the strawberries so that  they would ripen evenly 
 

2. Can you remember what the Longhouse People used the following plants (medicines) for? 
Cradleboard root – helps cure sore eyes 
Bloodroot sap – dressing for cuts and wounds 
 

3. Why were the women of the Bear Clan so good at healing people? 
Because they remembered the original teachings that were passed down through the generations 
 

4. When did the Longhouse People tell stories? Why only then? 
In the Autumn and Summer. If they told stories out of season, the Little People would either throw stones at the 
storyteller or turn into a bee and sting him on the lip (that’s what they believed) 
 

5. Why was it not safe for Ohkwa’ri to be on his own, away from the village at the time? 
Grabber was still upset that Ohkwa’ri told the clan about what he’d overheard and might do him some harm 
 

6. Where was Otsi:stia going when she found out she was followed? By whom was she followed and why? 
Otsi:stia was on her way to take Ohkwa’ri some berries. Eats Like A Bear and Falls a Lot were following her to try 
to find out where Ohkwa’ri’s lodge was 
 

7. Why were there some muffled cries of pain while Otsi:stia was being followed? 
Her followers got tangled in the blackberry thorn bushes 
 

8. Why was it no wonder that Eats Like a Bear and Falls a Lot were regarded as two of the worst hunters in the 
village? 
They were very noisy and could be heard from far away 
 

 
Chapter 6 
 

1. How were the nights in the big longhouse different from Ohkwa’ri’s lodge? 
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In the longhouse there were always some sounds, either from the people who were asleep, or those who woke 
up and fed the fire, or from the fire itself, but since Ohkwa’ri was alone and his fire didn’t last all night, it was 
strangely quiet 
 

2. Why did Ohkwa’ri not sleep so well the first night in his lodge? 
He kept hearing noises, even his own heartbeat  
 

3. How did Grabber get his nickname? 
He always wanted to be known as Walks with the Bears, and one day decided to have a bear cub as a pet. When 
he set out to find one, though, it didn’t take long for him to come running and shouting back to the village “The 
bear grabbed me!” after the mother bear swiped at him and scratched his backside. 
 

4. Ohkwa’ri was distracted by his hunger and thinking about Grabber’s story. What did he almost step on? 
A rattlesnake 
 

5. Have you ever stayed all by yourself for a night in a shelter you made yourself? How about a tent? Tell about it. 
 
 
Chapter 7 
 

1. Why was Grabber not happy with peace? 
If there was fighting, he might be able to make a name for himself 
 

2. Do you think the meetings of the Longhouse People were fair to all? 
Yes, because they did not make instant decisions, but let everyone who needed to speak make their opinion 
heard 
 

3. “Big Tree stood, holding up the wampum which signalled that the council was to begin”. What is a wampum? 
Spiral shells of freshwater snails, strung together on strings made of deerskin 
 

4. What was the meeting about? 
The people were discussing playing a game of Tekwaarathon in honour of the old man, Thunder’s Voice, in the 
hopes it would help bring him back to health and strength 
 

5. Why did Two Claws have two blue lines tattooed down his face? 
It was to remember the mountain lion that had attacked him, which he had killed 
 

 
Chapter 8 

1. What shocking news did Ohkwari receive in this chapter? 
Thunder’s voice chose him to play on his behalf in the Tekwaarathon game 

 
 
Chapter 9 

1. Who was Big Nose? 
The hill over the village 
 

2. What was wrong with Ohkwa’ri’s ball stick? 
It was rather old and worn, and he had outgrown it 
 

3. Who came to pay Ohkwa’ri a visit? What gift did they bring? 
Ohkwa’ri’s uncles, Big Tree and Hand Talker, and Two Ideas (Ohkwa’ri’s father). They brought with them a 
Tekwaarathon stick that belonged to Thunder’s Voice, made by Hand Talker, but never used as gift to Ohkwa’ri 
 

4. Whose sticks did the men bring with them? What, did Two Ideas explain, happened to them? 
The sticks belonged to Grabber and his friends. They meant to use them on Ohkwa’ri out of malice. Two Ideas 
convinced them to hand it over, and when they rushed back home, they “fell down the hill” and were bruised 
 

 
Chapter 10 

1. How did Big Tree, Hand Talker and Two Ideas know about Ohkwa’ri being followed? 
Otsi:stia was keeping an eye on Ohkwa’ri and noted them without them noticing her, and she ran for help 
 

2. Why did Big Tree suggest Otsi:stia should be renamed? 
He said that it was not a good enough name, which meant ‘flower’. She should rather be called ‘Watches 
Everything’, because that’s exactly what she did, and she always knew what was going on in the village 
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3. What did Ohkwa’ri name his ball stick? 
Tase’hne, The One Who Defends 
 

4. What was She Opens The Sky doing when Ohkwa’ri and Otsi:stia paid her a visit? 
She was planning where the forest had to be cleared for the planting of crops the following season 
 

5. What was the idea Otsi:stia thought of that she could help her brother in the game he was to play? 
Like the story about the ball game between the animals and the birds their mother had told them, she thought the 
symbol of the bat and flying squirrel on their foreheads would connect them and help Ohkwa’ri see better, so they 
asked her to paint it on their foreheads 
 

 
Chapter 11 

1. Ohkwa’ri said that it didn’t matter whether his team won the game or lost, but he wanted to play well. What is the 
most important thing for you when participating in a team sport? 

 
2. Why was the night before the game such a long one to Ohkwa’ri? 

He was constantly thinking about the game 
 

3. Why would it be easy for Ohkwa’ri to recognize who was on Grabber’s team? 
They had their faces painted red and white 
 

4. What was the Tekwaarathon ball made of? 
Deer hair bound tightly together by a covering of deerskin sewn with sinew 
 

5. How were the game-players dressed? 
They wore a tightly belted loincloth, and some wore  tightly laced moccasins 

 
 
Chapter 12 

1. What was the first sign of trouble for Ohkwa’ri in this chapter? 
Before the game began, a member of Grabber’s gang already swung his stick down, aimed at Ohkwari’s head 

 
2. How did Ohkwa’ri counter this blow? 

He simply moved to one side and swung his leg so that his attacker tripped and fell onto his face 
 

3. Who scored the first goal? 
Ohkwa’ri scored the first goal for the Old Men’s team 
 

4. What was Grabber’s reaction to Ohkwa’ri scoring the goal? 
He almost admired Ohkwa’ri, but had anger towards him still, and scoring the goal worsened it. Ohkwa’ri could 
see it in his eyes. Grabber played even harder then. 
 

5. Who scored the second goal? 
Grabber scored the second goal for the Young Men’s team 
 

6. Why did Ohkwa’ri decide to follow the ravine into the woods? 
He was trying to catch up to his team mates, who were far ahead of him 
 

7. What happened once he was alone? 
Grabber attacked Ohkwa’ri, clearly displaying his rage. Ohkwa’ri fought back and at last, he feinted out of the way 
and Grabber’s momentum helped him over the edge of the ravine wall 
 

8. Ohkwa’ri immediately went after Grabber to help him with his broken leg. Would you have done the same? 
 
9. Why did Ohkwa’ri start singing? 

He didn’t know what else to do, but the singing was also helpful because it was a song of the need of a friend 
 

10. Who came down to help Grabber and Ohkwa’ri? 
The Anen:tak medicine man 
 

11. Why was it ironic that it was an Anen:tak man who helped Grabber? 
Because it was the Anen:taks Grabber had planned to raid 
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Chapter 13 
1. Why did Grabber’s friends have embarrassed looks on their faces? 

They had known about Grabber’s plan to ambush Ohkwa’ri and had not warned him, and Ohkwa’ri had helped 
Grabber 
 

2. Why could Ohkwa’ri not smile? 
He was worried for Grabber. He was worried that he might never be able to walk again, or that he might even die 

 
3. What good news did Otsi:stia bring Ohkwa’ri? 

She found out by the Anen:tak medicine man and her grandmother that Grabber would be able to walk again 
after 3 months 

 
 
Epilogue 

1. How did Grabber’s attitude toward Ohkwa’ri change? 
He no more hated him, but showed him respect 

 
2. What was Grabber’s new name? Why did it change? 

Grabber’s new name was Bear’s Son, because the Anen:tak Medicine Man had adopted him as his nephew, and 
his name meant “Great Bear” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


