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Events in Modern History 

1850s 
 
1850 The Little Ice Age ends around this time. A period of cooling that occurred after the 

Medieval Warm Period (Medieval Climate 

Optimum) 

1850–1864 Taiping Rebellion is the bloodiest conflict of the 

century, leading to the deaths of 20 million 

people. 

Revolt against the Ch'ing (Manchu) dynasty of 

China by Hong Xiuquan, who believed himself to 

be the younger brother of Jesus Christ. 

1851 The Great Exhibition in London was the world's 

first international Expo or World Fair. 

 

1851 Louis Napoleon assumes power in France in a 

coup. 

Napoleon III 

 Dead Confederate soldiers. 30% of all Southern 

white males 18–40 years of age died in the 

American Civil War. 

 

1851–1852 

 

The Platine War ends and the Empire of Brazil 

has the hegemony over South America. 

The war was part of a long-running contest 

between Argentina and Brazil for influence over 

Uruguay and Paraguay, and hegemony over the 

Platine region. 

Hegemony: The dominance or leadership of one 

social group or nation over others 

1851–1860s Victorian gold rush in Australia  

1851 Herman Melville publishes Moby-Dick.  

1853 United States Commodore Matthew C. Perry 

threatens the Japanese capital Edo with 

gunships, demanding that they agree to open 

trade. 

 

1853–1856 Crimean War between France, the United 

Kingdom, the Ottoman Empire and Russia 

The immediate cause involved the rights of 

Christian minorities in the Holy Land, which 

was controlled by the Ottoman Empire. The 

French promoted the rights of Catholics, while 

Russia promoted those of the Eastern Orthodox 

Christians. The longer-term causes involved the 

decline of the Ottoman Empire and the 

unwillingness of the United Kingdom and France 

to allow Russia to gain territory and power at 
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Ottoman expense. 

1854 Battle of Balaclava and the Charge of the Light 

Brigade. 

The Battle of Balaclava was part of Siege of 

Sevastopol (1854–1855) to capture the port and 

fortress of Sevastopol, Russia's principal naval 

base on the Black Sea. 

The Charge of the Light Brigade was a charge of 

British light cavalry led by Lord Cardigan against 

Russian forces during the Battle of Balaclava. 

1854 The Convention of Kanagawa formally ends 

Japan's policy of isolation. 

 

1854 SS Arctic disaster: The steamship SS Arctic 

collides with the SS Vesta and sinks off the coast 

of Newfoundland. 

 

1854–1855 Siege of Sevastapol; city falls to French and 

British forces. 

 

1855 Cocaine is isolated by Friedrich Gaedcke.  

1856 World's first oil refinery in Romania. 

 

 

1856 Neanderthal man first identified. Age still 

unknown. 

In the Engis Caves, Belgium, by Philippe-

Charles Schmerling and in Forbes' Quarry, 

Gibraltar. 

1857 Sir Joseph Whitworth designs the first long-

range sniper rifle. 

 

1857–1858 Indian Rebellion of 1857. The British Empire 

assumes control of India from the East India 

Company. 

Rebellion in India against the rule of the British 

East India Company. The rebellion began as a 

mutiny of sepoys (Indian soldiers) of the East 

India Company's army 

1858 Invention of the phonautograph, the first true 

device for recording sound. 

 

1858 Construction of Big Ben is completed.  

1859 Charles Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species.  

1859–1869 Suez Canal is constructed. An artificial sea-level waterway in Egypt, 

connecting the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea 

through the Isthmus of Suez, and separates the 

African continent from Asia 
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1860s 
 
1860s David Livingstone, Scottish explorer and 

missionary in Africa 

 

1860 Giuseppe Garibaldi launches the Expedition of 

the Thousand.  

An Italian general and politician who led a corps 

of volunteers to conquer the Kingdom of the 

Two Sicilies. 

1860 The Pony Express started.  A mail service delivering from St. Joseph, 

Missouri, across the Great Plains, over the Rocky 

Mountains and the Sierra Nevada to Sacramento, 

California, by horseback, using a series of relay 

stations. 

1861–1865: American Civil War between the Union and 

seceding Confederacy.  

Union (USA) 

Confederacy = originally formed by seven slave 

states in the Lower Souths region of the United 

States. 

1861 Russia abolishes serfdom.  Where a person is bound to the land and owned 

by the feudal lord. 

1861–1867: French intervention in Mexico and the creation 

of the Second Mexican Empire, ruled by 

Maximilian I of Mexico and his consort Carlota 

of Mexico.  

 

1861 Death of Prince Albert.  Queen Victoria’s husband. 

1862 The Pony Express ended.   

1862 French gain first foothold in Southeast Asia.   

1862–1877 Muslim Rebellion in north-west China.  The Dungan Revolt arose over a pricing dispute 

involving bamboo poles, when a Han merchant 

selling to a Hui did not receive the amount 

demanded for the goods. 

1863 Formation of the International Red Cross is 

followed by the adoption of the First Geneva 

Convention in 1864.  

 

1863 France annexes Cambodia.   

1863–1865 Polish uprising against the Russian Empire.  The January Uprising began as a spontaneous 

protest by young Poles against conscription 

(compulsory enlistment) into the Imperial 

Russian Army. 
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1864 Circassian Genocide.(21 May 1864)  Circassians, the indigenous peoples of this 

region were cleansed from their homeland at the 

end of the Russo-Circassian War by victorious 

Russia. 

1864–1866 Chincha Islands War An attempt by Spain to regain its South 

American colonies. 

1864–1870 The Paraguayan War ends Paraguayan ambitions 

for expansion and destroys much of the 

Paraguayan population.  

The War of the Triple Alliance, was an 

international military conflict in South America 

fought between Paraguay and the Triple Alliance 

of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. 

1864 June, The first railway track in Indonesia was 

laid between Semarang and Tanggung, Central 

Java by the Dutch colonial government. 

 

1865–1877 Reconstruction in the United States; Slavery is 

banned in the United States by the Thirteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution.  

 

1865-9 April 

1865 

Robert E. Lee surrenders the Army of Northern 

Virginia (26,765 troops) to Ulysses S. Grant at 

Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, effectively 

ending the American Civil War.  

 

1865-14 April 

1865 

United States President Abraham Lincoln is 

assassinated by actor and Confederate 

sympathiser John Wilkes Booth, while attending 

a performance at Ford's Theater, Washington, 

D.C. He dies approximately nine hours after 

being shot on 15 April 1865.  

 

1865 Gregor Mendel formulates his laws of 

inheritance.  

A German-speaking Moravian scientist and 

Augustinian friar who gained posthumous (after 

his death) fame as the founder of the modern 

science of genetics. Mendelian inheritance is 

inheritance of biological features that follows 

the laws he proposed. 

1865 Lewis Carroll publishes Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland.  

 

1866 Successful transatlantic telegraph cable follows 

an earlier attempt in 1858.  

 

1866 Austro-Prussian War results in the dissolution 

of the German Confederation and the creation of 

Seven Weeks' War 
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the North German Confederation and the 

Austrian-Hungarian Dual Monarchy.  

1866–1868 Famine in Finland.   

1866–1869 After the Meiji Restoration, Japan embarks on a 

program of rapid modernization.  

A chain of events that restored practical imperial 

rule to Japan 

1867 The United States purchases Alaska from Russia 

for $7.2 million, or about 2 cents per acre. 

 

1867 Canadian Confederation formed.  The process by which the federal Dominion of 

Canada was formed. 

1867 Alfred Nobel invents dynamite.   

1867 The Principality of Serbia passes a Constitution 

which defines its independence from the 

Ottoman Empire. International recognition 

followed in 1878.  

 

1867 The Luxembourg Crisis: diplomatic 

confrontation between France and Prussia on 

the status of Luxembourg and the towns 

fortifications are torn down.  

 

1868 The Expatriation Act of 1868 is approved by the 

U.S. Congress, one of the early blows which 

would eventually lead to the death of the 

common law doctrine of perpetual allegiance 

An act of the 40th United States Congress 

regarding the right to renounce one's 

citizenship. 

1868 The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution is approved.  

Addresses citizenship rights and equal 

protection of the laws, and was proposed in 

response to issues related to former slaves 

following the American Civil War. 

1868 Cro-Magnon man first identified.  First early modern humans (early Homo sapiens 

sapiens) that lived in the European Upper 

Paleolithic. 

The earliest known remains of Cro-Magnon-like 

humans are radiocarbon dated to 43-45,000 

years before present that have been discovered 

in Italy and Britain, with the remains found of 

those that reached the European Russian Arctic 

40,000 years ago. 

1868 Michael Barrett is the last person to be publicly 

hanged in England.  

 

1868–1878 Ten Years' War between Cuba and Spain.  Part of Cuba's fight for independence from 

Spain. 
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Spain. 

1868 The Batavian Museum (today National Museum 

of Indonesia) was officially opened by Dutch 

East Indies government.  

 

1869 First Transcontinental Railroad completed in 

United States on 10 May - United States 

 

1869 Dmitri Mendeleev created the Periodic table.   

1869 The Suez Canal opens linking the Mediterranean 

to the Red Sea.  

 

 Black Friday, 9 May 1873, Vienna Stock 

Exchange. The Panic of 1873 and Long 

Depression followed. 
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1870s 
 
1870 Rasmus Malling-Hansen's invention the Hansen 

Writing Ball becomes the first commercially sold 

typewriter. 

 

1870–1871 The Franco-Prussian War results in the 

unifications of Germany and Italy, the collapse 

of the Second French Empire and the emergence 

of a New Imperialism. 

 

1870-1890 Long Depression in Western Europe and North 

America. 

 

1871-1878 In Germany, Otto von Bismarck attacks the 

privileges of the Catholic Church in the 

Kulturkampf ("Culture War") 

Power struggles between emerging 

constitutional and democratic nation states and 

the Roman Catholic Church over the place and 

role of religion in modern polity. 

1871–1872 Famine in Persia is believed to have caused the 

death of 2 million. 

 

1871–1914 Second Industrial Revolution New systems were introduced, most 

significantly electrical power and telephones. 

1871 Royal Albert Hall opens in London. A concert hall in South Kensington, London. 

1871 The Paris Commune briefly rules the French 

capital. 

A radical socialist and revolutionary 

government. 

1871 The feudal system is dismantled in Japan.  

1871 Henry Morton Stanley meets Dr. David 

Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika. 

 

1872 Yellowstone National Park, the first national 

park, is created. 

 

1872 The first recognised international soccer match, 

between England and Scotland, is played. 

 

1873 The Panic of 1873 starts the "Long Depression".  

1873 Maxwell's A Treatise on Electricity and Magnetism 

published. 

 

1873 The samurai class is abolished in Japan.  

1873 Blue jeans and barbed wire are invented.  

1873 The beginning of the bloody Aceh War for Dutch 

occupation of the province.[20] 

The Dutch War or the Infidel War, was part of a 

series of conflicts that consolidated (united into 

one) Dutch rule over modern-day Indonesia. 
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one) Dutch rule over modern-day Indonesia. 

1874 The British East India Company is dissolved.  

1874-1875 First Republic in Spain.  

1875 HMS Challenger (ship of the royal navy) surveys 

the deepest point in the Earth's oceans, the 

Challenger Deep 

 

1875–1900 26 million Indians perish in India due to famine.  

1876 Bulgarians instigate (stir up) the April Uprising 

against Ottoman rule. 

 

1876 Queen Victoria becomes Empress of India.  

1876 Battle of the Little Bighorn leads to the death of 

General Custer and victory for the alliance of 

Lakota, Cheyenne and Arapaho. 

 

1876–1879 13 million Chinese die of famine in northern 

China. 

 

1876–1914 The massive expansion in population, territory, 

industry and wealth in the United States is 

referred to as the Gilded Age. 

 

1877 Great Railroad Strike in the United States may 

have been the world's first nationwide labour 

strike. 

 

1877 Crazy Horse surrenders and is later killed.  

1877 Asaph Hall discovers the moons of Mars.  

1877 Thomas Edison invents the phonograph. A device for the mechanical recording and 

reproduction of sound. 

1877–1878 Following the Russo-Turkish War, the Treaty of 

Berlin recognizes formal independence of the 

Principality of Serbia, Montenegro and Romania. 

Bulgaria becomes autonomous (not controlled 

by outside forces). 

 

1878 First commercial telephone exchange in New 

Haven, Connecticut.  

 

 A barricade in the Paris Commune, 18 March 

1871. Around 30,000 Parisians were killed, and 

thousands more were later executed. 

A barrier set up by police to stop traffic on a 

street or road in order to catch a fugitive or 

inspect traffic etc. 

1879 Anglo-Zulu War in South Africa. Between the British Empire and the Zulu 

Kingdom. Following Lord Carnarvon's successful 
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introduction of federation in Canada, it was 

thought that similar political effort, coupled 

with military campaigns, might succeed with 

the African kingdoms, tribal areas and Boer 

republics in South Africa. 

1879 Thomas Edison tests his first light bulb.  

1879–1880 Little War against Spanish rule in Cuba leads to 

rebel defeat. 

 

1879–1883 Chile battles with Peru and Bolivia over Andean 

territory in the War of the Pacific. 

 

1879-1884 Belgium is engulfed in a political crisis, dubbed 

the First School War, over the role of religion in 

state education. 

Between the conservative Catholic Party, and the 

secular Liberal Party. It resulted in a period of 

nearly fifty years of Catholic political 

dominance. 

 

Conservative = Resistant to change 

Secular = Of or relating to the doctrine that 

rejects religion and religious considerations 

1879 21 April, Kartini was born in Jepara, today the 

date is commemorated as women's 

emancipation day in Indonesia. 

A prominent Indonesian national heroine from 

Java. She was also a pioneer in the area of 

education for girls and women's rights for 

Indonesians. 
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1880s 
 
1880–1881 The First Boer War. The First Anglo-Boer War or the Transvaal War, 

was fought between the United Kingdom and the 

South African Republic (also known as Transvaal 

Republic; not to be confused with the modern-

day Republic of South Africa) 

1881 Tsar Alexander II of Russia is assassinated.  

1881 Wave of pogroms begins in the Russian Empire. Large-scale, targeted, and repeated anti-Jewish 

rioting. Pogroms began occurring after the 

Russian Empire, which previously had very few 

Jews, acquired territories with large Jewish 

populations during 1791-1835. These territories 

were designated "the Pale of Settlement" by the 

Russian government, within which Jews were 

reluctantly permitted to live, and it was within 

them that the pogroms largely took place. Most 

Jews were forbidden from moving to other parts 

of the Empire, unless they converted to 

Orthodox Christianity. 

1881 Gunfight at the O.K. Corral. Sitting Bull 

surrenders. 

A 30-second gunfight between the semi-outlaw 

group, the Cowboys, and lawmen. 

1881 First electrical power plant and grid in 

Godalming, Britain. 

 

1881 President James A. Garfield is assassinated. 20th President of the United States. 

1881-1882 The Jules Ferry laws are passed in France 

establishing free, secular education. 

 

1881–1899 The Mahdist War in Sudan. British colonial war fought between the Mahdist 

Sudanese and the forces of the Khedivate of 

Egypt, initially, and later the forces of Britain. 

1882 The British invasion and subsequent occupation 

of Egypt 

 

1883 Krakatoa volcano explosion, one of the largest in 

modern history.  

Volcanic island situated in the Sunda Strait 

between the islands of Java and Sumatra in the 

Indonesian province of Lampung. 

1883 The quagga is rendered extinct. Subspecies of plains zebra. 

1883 Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island is 

published. 

 



Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                               1880-1889 11

1884 Siege of Khartoum. Conquest of (Egyptian held) Khartoum (capital 

of Sudan) by the Mahdist forces. After a ten-

month siege, when the Mahdists finally broke 

into the city, the entire garrison of Egyptian 

soldiers was killed along with 4,000 Sudanese 

civilians. 

 

The Mahdi is the prophesied redeemer of Islam 

who will rule for seven, nine, or nineteen years  

before the Day of Judgment and will rid the 

world of evil. 

1884 Germany gains control of Cameroon.  

1884 Mark Twain publishes The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. 

 

1884 Sir Hiram Maxim invents the first self-powered 

Machine gun. 

 

1884–1885 The Berlin Conference signals the start of the 

European "scramble for Africa". Attending 

nations also agree to ban trade in slaves. 

The invasion, occupation, colonization and 

annexation of African territory by European 

powers during the period of New Imperialism, 

between 1881 and 1914. 

1884–1885 The Sino-French War led to the formation of 

French Indochina. 

The Tonkin War was fought to decide whether 

France would supplant (take the place of) 

China's control of Tonkin (northern Vietnam). 

1885 Louis Pasteur creates the first successful vaccine 

against rabies for a young boy who had been 

bitten 14 times by a rabid dog. 

 

1885 King Leopold II of Belgium establishes the 

Congo Free State as a personal fiefdom. 

Fiefdom= An organization that is controlled by a 

dominant person or group. 

1885 Britain establishes a protectorate over 

Bechuanaland (modern Botswana). 

Protectorate= A state or territory partly 

controlled by (but not a possession of) a 

stronger state but autonomous in internal 

affairs; protectorates are established by treaty. 

1885 Singer begins production of the 'Vibrating 

Shuttle'. which would become the most popular 

model of sewing machine. 

 

1885 Rock Springs massacre: White miners rioted, 

killing at least 28 Chinese immigrant miners. 

The riot, between Chinese immigrant miners 

and white immigrant miners, was the result of 

racial tensions and an ongoing labor dispute 
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over the Union Pacific Coal Department's policy 

of paying Chinese miners lower wages than 

white miners. This policy caused the Chinese to 

be hired over the white miners, which further 

angered the white miners and contributed to the 

riot. 

1886 "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" 

by Robert Louis Stevenson is published. 

 

1886 Burma is presented to Queen Victoria as a 

birthday gift. 

 

1886 Karl Benz sells the first commercial automobile.  

1886 Construction of the Statue of Liberty The statue is of a robed female figure 

representing Libertas, the Roman goddess of 

liberty, who bears a torch and a tabula ansata (a 

tablet evoking the law) upon which is inscribed 

the date of the American Declaration of 

Independence, July 4, 1776. A broken chain lies 

at her feet. The statue is an icon of freedom and 

of the United States. It was a gift to the United 

States from the people of France. 

 

Liberty= political independence 

1886 Coca-Cola is developed. The name refers to two of its original 

ingredients: kola nuts, a source of caffeine, and 

coca leaves. 

1886 Russian-Circassian War ended with the defeat 

and the exile of many Circassians. Imam Shamil 

defeated. 

An Avar political and religious leader of the 

Muslim tribes of the Northern Caucasus. 

1887 The British Empire takes over Balochistan.  

1887 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle publishes his first 

Sherlock Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet. 

 

1888 Louis Le Prince records the Roundhay Garden 

Scene, the earliest surviving film. 

 

1888 Jack the Ripper murders occur in Whitechapel, 

London. 

 

1888 Slavery banned in Brazil.  

1888 Founding of the shipping line Koninklijke 

Paketvaart-Maatschappij (KPM)  

A Dutch shipping company in the Netherlands 

East Indies that maintained the connections 
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Paketvaart-Maatschappij (KPM)  between the islands of Indonesia, and supported 

the unification of the Dutch colony economy as 

the Netherlands expanded its territory across 

the Indonesian archipelago. 

1889 The Mayerling Incident: Crown Prince Rudolf of 

Austria and Baroness Mary Vetsera are found 

dead in an apparent murder-suicide. 

 

1889 Eiffel Tower is inaugurated in Paris.  

1889 Mirza Ghulam Ahmad establishes the 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, a reform sect of 

Islam. 

 

1889 End of the Brazilian Empire and the beginning 

of the Brazilian Republic. 

 

1889 Vincent van Gogh paints Starry Night.  

1889 Aspirin patented.  

1889 Moulin Rouge opens in Paris. A Cabaret (place to hold cabarets). 

Cabaret is a form of entertainment featuring 

music, song, dance, recitation or drama. 
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1890s 
 
1890 The Wounded Knee Massacre in South Dakota 

was the last battle in the American Indian Wars. 

This event represents the end of the American 

Old West. 

 

1890 Italy annexes Eritrea. A country in the Horn of Africa. 

1890 First use of the electric chair as a method of 

execution. 

 

1890 Independence of Luxembourg.  

1890 Death of Vincent van Gogh.  

1890 The cardboard box is invented.  

1891 Chilean Civil War. An armed conflict between forces supporting 

Congress and forces supporting the sitting 

President, José Manuel Balmaceda (between the 

Chilean Army and the Chilean Navy, which had 

sided with the president and the congress, 

respectively). This conflict ended with the defeat 

of the Chilean Army and the presidential forces 

and President Balmaceda committing suicide as 

a consequence. 

1891 Wrigley Company is founded in Illinois. Originally selling products such as soap and 

baking powder. In 1892, William Wrigley, Jr., the 

company's founder, began packaging chewing 

gum with each can of baking powder. The 

chewing gum eventually became more popular 

than the baking powder and Wrigley's 

reoriented the company to produce the gum. 

1891 Pope Leo XIII launches the encyclical Rerum 

Novarum, the first major catholic document on 

social justice. 

 

1892 Basketball is invented.  

1892 The World's Columbian Exposition was held in 

Chicago celebrating the 400th anniversary of 

Christopher Columbus's arrival in the New 

World. 

 

1892 Fingerprinting is officially adopted for the first 

time. 
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1892 Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite premières in St 

Petersberg. 

 

1892 John Froelich develops and constructs the first 

gasoline/petrol-powered tractor. 

 

1893 US forces overthrow the government of Hawaii.  

1893 The Internal Macedonian Revolutionary 

Organisation is formed. 

A revolutionary national liberation movement in 

the Ottoman territories in Europe. 

1893 New Zealand becomes the first country to enact 

women's suffrage. 

The right of women to vote. 

1893 The Coremans-de Vriendt law is passed in 

Belgium, creating legal equality for French and 

Dutch languages. 

 

1894 First commercial film release by Jean Aimé Le 

Roy. 

 

1894 First gramophone record.  

1894 Karl Elsener invents the Swiss Army knife.  

1894 France and the Russian Empire form a military 

alliance. 

 

1894–1895 After the First Sino-Japanese War, China cedes 

(gives over) Taiwan to Japan and grants Japan a 

free hand in Korea. 

 

1894–1906 Dreyfuss Affair in France. A political scandal, started with the treason 

conviction of Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a young 

French artillery officer. Sentenced to life 

imprisonment for allegedly communicating 

French military secrets to the German Embassy 

in Paris. 

Later, evidence came to light identifying a 

French Army major named Ferdinand Walsin 

Esterhazy as the real culprit. After high-ranking 

military officials suppressed the new evidence, a 

military court unanimously acquitted Esterhazy 

after a trial lasting only two days. The Army 

then accused Dreyfus of additional charges 

based on falsified documents. Eventually all the 

accusations against Alfred Dreyfus were 

demonstrated to be baseless. In 1906 Dreyfus 

was exonerated (freed from any question of 
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guilt) and reinstated as a major in the French 

Army. 

1894 Lombok War. The Dutch looted and destroyed the Cakranegara 

palace of Mataram. 

1895 First bus in history: a Benz truck modified by 

Netphener company. 

 

1895 Volleyball is invented.  

1895 Trial of Oscar Wilde and premiere of his play The 

Importance of Being Earnest. 

Wilde had the Marquess of Queensberry 

prosecuted for libel (defamation). The trial 

unearthed evidence that caused Wilde to drop 

his charges and led to his own arrest and trial 

for gross indecency with men. 

1895 French troops capture Antananarivo in 

Madagascar. 

 

1895 Wilhelm Röntgen identifies x-rays.  

1895–1896 Abyssinia (the Ethiopian Empire) defeats Italy in 

the First Italo–Ethiopian War. 

 

1895–1898 Cuban War for Independence results in Cuban 

independence from Spain. 

 

1896 Olympic Games revived in Athens.  

1896 Philippine Revolution ends declaring Philippines 

free from Spanish rule. 

 

1896 Ethiopia defeated Italy at the Battle of Adwa.  

1896 Klondike Gold Rush in Canada.  

1896 Henri Becquerel discovers radioactivity.  

1896 J. J. Thomson identifies the electron, though not 

by name. 

 

1897 Gojong, or Emperor Gwangmu, proclaims the 

short-lived Korean Empire: lasts until 1910. 

 

1897 Benin Expedition of 1897 loots and burns Benin. A punitive expedition (a military journey 

undertaken to punish a state) by a United 

Kingdom force of 1,200 under Admiral Sir Harry 

Rawson in response to the defeat of a previous 

British-led invasion force under Acting Consul 

General James Philips (which had left all but two 

men dead). Rawson's troops captured, burned, 

and looted Benin City, bringing to an end the 
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west African Kingdom of Benin. As a result, 

much of the country's art, including the Benin 

Bronzes, were looted and / or relocated to 

Britain. 

1897 Greco-Turkish War. The Thirty Days' War, was fought between the 

Kingdom of Greece and Ottoman Empire. Its 

immediate cause was the question over the 

status of the Ottoman province of Crete, whose 

Greek majority long desired union with Greece. 

1897 Bram Stoker writes Dracula.  

1898 The United States gains control of Cuba, Puerto 

Rico, and the Philippines after the Spanish–

American War. 

 

1898 Empress Dowager Cixi of China engineers a coup 

d'état, marking the end of the Hundred Days' 

Reform; the Guangxu Emperor is arrested. 

Coup d'état = overthrow, the sudden and forced 

seizure of a state. 

 

Hundred Days’ Reform = a failed 103-day 

national cultural, political and educational 

reform movement. 

1898 H. G. Wells publishes The War of the Worlds  

1898 Empress Elisabeth of Austria is assassinated by 

anarchist Luigi Lucheni. 

Anarchism = A political theory favouring the 

abolition of governments. 

1898–1900 The Boxer Rebellion in China is suppressed by 

an Eight-Nation Alliance. 

Boxer Rebellion = an anti-imperialist uprising. 

Eight-Nation Alliance = an international 

coalition (organization of people/ countries 

involved in a pact or treaty) set up in response 

to the Boxer Rebellion by the nations of Japan, 

Russia, the British Empire, France, the United 

States, Germany, Italy and Austria-Hungary. 

1898–1902 The Thousand Days' War in Colombia breaks out 

between the "Liberales" and "Conservadores", 

culminating (dramatically end) with the loss of 

Panama in 1903. 

Liberalism is a political philosophy or worldview 

founded on ideas of liberty and equality. 

 

Conservatism as a political and social 

philosophy promotes retaining traditional social 

institutions in the context of culture and 

civilization. 

1898 Wilhelmina becomes queen of the Netherlands.  

1899–1902 Second Boer War begins. The Second Anglo-Boer War, was fought from 11 

October 1899 until 31 May 1902 between the 
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October 1899 until 31 May 1902 between the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland on 

the one hand, and the South African Republic 

(Transvaal Republic) and the Orange Free State 

on the other. The British war effort was 

supported by troops from several regions of the 

British Empire, including Southern Africa, the 

Australian colonies, Canada, Newfoundland, 

British India, and New Zealand. The war ended 

in victory for the British and the annexation of 

both republics. Both would eventually be 

incorporated into the Union of South Africa in 

1910. 

1899–1913 Philippine–American War begins. The conflict arose from the struggle of the 

sovereign First Philippine Republic to resist an 

invasion and annexation by the United States 

following the latter's dubious acquisition of the 

Philippines from Spain after the Spanish–

American War of 1898. 

1899–1900 Indian famine kills over 1 million people.  
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1900s 
 

Hawaii becomes an official U.S. territory.  

Galveston Hurricane in Texas kills 8000 people.  

L. Frank Baum publishes The Wonderful Wizard 

of Oz. 

 

King Umberto I of Italy is assassinated.  

Exposition Universelle (world’s fair) held in 

Paris, prominently featuring the growing art 

trend Art Nouveau. 

 

1900 

Eight nations invaded China (The Eight-Nation 

Alliance) at the same time and ransacked 

Forbidden City. 

 

Australian colonies unified under single 

government.  

 

Boxer Rebellion ends.  

Edward VII becomes King of the United Kingdom 

and the British Dominions and Emperor of India 

upon the death of Queen Victoria.  

 

Platt Amendment limits the autonomy (political 

independence) of Cuba in exchange for 

withdrawal of American troops.  

It stipulated seven conditions for the withdrawal 

of United States troops remaining in Cuba at the 

end of the Spanish–American War, and an 

eighth condition that Cuba sign a treaty 

accepting these seven conditions. 

Assassination of William McKinley. 25th President of the United States, shot and 

fatally wounded. 

Emily Hobhouse reports on the terrible 

conditions in the 45 British concentration camps 

for Boer women and children in South Africa.  

A British welfare campaigner, who is primarily 

remembered for bringing to the attention of the 

British public, and working to change, the 

deprived conditions inside the British 

administered concentration camps in South 

Africa built to incarcerate Boer women and 

children during the Second Boer War. 

1901 

Guglielmo Marconi receives the first trans-

Atlantic radio signal. 

 

Second Boer War ends   1902 

Philippine–American War ends.   
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Cuba gains independence from the United States  

Willis Carrier invents the first modern electrical 

air conditioning unit 

 

Unification of Saudi Arabia begins.  A military and political campaign, by which the 

various tribes, sheikhdoms, emirates, and 

kingdoms of most of the Arabian Peninsula were 

conquered by the House of Saud, when the 

modern-day Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was 

proclaimed. 

 

Venezuela Crisis, in which Britain, Germany and 

Italy sustain a naval blockade on Venezuela in 

order to enforce collection of outstanding 

financial claims. 

 

First controlled heavier-than-air flight of the 

Wright Brothers.  

 

Herero and Namaqua Genocide, the first 

genocide of the 20th century, begins in German 

South-West Africa.  

 

In Russia the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks 

form from the breakup of the Russian Social 

Democratic Labor Party. 

 

Pius X becomes Pope  

The teddy bear is invented.   

The first Tour de France is held.  An annual multiple stage bicycle race. 

Independence of Panama, the Hay–Bunau-

Varilla Treaty is signed by the United States and 

Panama.  

 

1903 

The Ottoman Empire and the German Empire 

sign an agreement to build the Constantinople-

Baghdad Railway. 

 

 

1904 Entente cordiale signed between Britain and 

France. 

A series of agreements signed between Great 

Britain and France that marked the end of 

almost a thousand years of intermittent conflict 

between the two states and their predecessors, 

and replaced the modus vivendi that had existed 

since the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815 
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 with a more formal agreement. 

A Japanese surprise attack on Port Arthur 

(Lushun) starts the Russo-Japanese War.  

It was over rival imperial ambitions in 

Manchuria and Korea. Russia sought a warm-

water port on the Pacific Ocean for their navy 

and for maritime trade. Through threat of 

Russian expansion, Japan offered to recognize 

Russian dominance in Manchuria in exchange 

for recognition of Korea as within the Japanese 

sphere of influence. Russia refused and 

demanded Korea north of the 39th parallel to be 

a neutral buffer zone between Russia and Japan. 

The Japanese government perceived a Russian 

threat to its strategic interests and chose to go 

to war. After negotiations broke down in 1904, 

the Japanese Navy opened hostilities by 

attacking the Russian Eastern Fleet at Port 

Arthur in a surprise attack. 

Trans-Siberian railway is completed.   

Construction of the Panama Canal begins.  

 

 

Roger Casement publishes his account of Belgian 

atrocities (the quality of being shockingly cruel 

and inhumane) in the Congo Free State.  

 

 

End of British expedition to Tibet.  

Russo-Japanese War ends.  

Revolution of 1905 in Russia.  A wave of mass political and social unrest that 

spread through vast areas of the Russian 

Empire, some of which was directed at the 

government. It included worker strikes, peasant 

unrest, and military mutinies. 

Persian Constitutional Revolution begins. Iranian Constitutional Revolution led to the 

establishment of a parliament in Persia (Iran) 

during the Qajar Dynasty. 

Trans-Siberian Railway opened.  

Albert Einstein's formulation of relativity. 

Schlieffen Plan proposed.  

 

1905 

The British Indian Province of Bengal, was 

partitioned by the Viceroy of India, Lord Curzon. 

The largely Muslim eastern areas were separated 

from the largely Hindu western areas. 
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First Moroccan Crisis.  An international crisis over the status of 

Morocco. The crisis worsened German relations 

with both France and the United Kingdom, and 

helped ensure the success of the new Anglo-

French Entente Cordiale (a series of agreements 

signed between Great Britain and France). It has 

been named as one of the causes of World War I. 

 

The Norwegian Parliament declares the union 

with Sweden dissolved, and Norway achieves full 

independence. 

 

Earthquakes in San Francisco, California (death 

toll: 3000) and Valparaíso, Chile (death toll: 

20,000) occur.  

 

Dreyfus Affair ends.  

Stolypin reform in Russia creates a new class of 

affluent kulaks.  

A series of changes to Imperial Russia's 

agricultural sector. 

 

Kulaks = farmers in the later Russian Empire, 

Soviet Russia, and early Soviet Union who had 

an abundant supply of money and/or 

possessions of value. 

Brazilian inventor Alberto Santos-Dumont takes 

off and flies his 14-bis to a crowd in Paris.  

A pioneer era canard biplane 

The Muslim League is formed by Nawab 

Salimullah Khan of Dacca.  

A political party established in the British Indian 

Empire. 

1906 

The US began the Second Occupation of Cuba.  

Herero and Namaqua Genocide ends.  A campaign of racial extermination and 

collective punishment that the German Empire 

undertook in German South-West Africa 

(modern-day Namibia) against the Herero and 

Nama people. It is considered to have been the 

first genocide of the 20th century. It took place 

during the Herero Wars. 

A peasants' revolt in Romania kills roughly 

11,000.  

 

1907 

The Indian National Congress splits into two 

factions at its Surat session, presided by Rash 

Behari Bose. 
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Persian Constitutional Revolution ends with the 

establishment of a parliament. 

 

Japan–Korea Treaty of 1907.  The treaty provided that Korea shall act under 

the guidance of a Japanese resident general. The 

effect of the treaty's provisions was that the 

administration of internal affairs were turned 

over to Japan. 

The Anglo-Russian Entente bring a pause in The 

Great Game in Central Asia.  

This agreement seemingly ended a long-

standing struggle for power that had gone on at 

the expense of less-developed regions 

throughout Central Asia. 

 

The Great Game was the strategic economic and 

political rivalry and conflict between the British 

Empire and the Russian Empire for supremacy 

in Central Asia at the expense of Afghanistan, 

Persia and the Central Asian Khanates/Emirates. 

 

Elections to the new Parliament of Finland are 

the first in the world with woman candidates, as 

well as the first elections in Europe where 

universal suffrage is applied. 

 

First commercial radio transmissions.   

The Ford Motor Company invents the Model T.   

First commercial Middle-Eastern oilfield 

established, at Masjed Soleyman in southwest 

Persia.  

 

1908 

The Tunguska impact devastates thousands of 

square kilometres of Siberia. 

A large explosion that occurred near the Stony 

Tunguska River, in what is now Krasnoyarsk 

Krai, Russia. The cause of the explosion is 

generally thought to have been a meteor. It is 

classified as an impact event, even though no 

impact crater has been found; the meteor is 

thought to have burst in mid-air at an altitude 

of 5 to 10 kilometres rather than hit the surface 

of the Earth. 
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Young Turk Revolution in the Ottoman Empire.  Was the restoration of the Ottoman constitution 

of 1876 and ushering a multi-party politics in 

two stage electoral system (electoral law) under 

the Ottoman parliament by the Young Turks 

movement. 

Independence of Bulgaria from the Ottoman 

Empire. 

 

Austro-Hungary annexes Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

triggering the Bosnian Crisis. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina were territories 

formally within the sovereignty of the Ottoman 

Empire. 

Pu Yi, the last Emperor of China, assumes the 

throne.  

 

 

1908 Messina earthquake kills over 70,000 

people.  

In Sicily and Calabria, southern Italy. 

United States troops leave Cuba.   

Bosnian crisis ends with Austro-Hungary's 

annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 

Robert E. Peary claims to have reached the North 

Pole though the claim is subsequently heavily 

contested.  

 

Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909.  A treaty between the United Kingdom and the 

Kingdom of Siam (modern day Thailand). The 

agreement effectively divided the northern 

Malay states into two parts. One part remained 

under Thai control, the other under that of the 

British. 

Ottoman countercoup fails in the Ottoman 

Empire. 

An attempt to dismantle the Second 

Constitutional Era of the Ottoman Empire and 

replace it with an autocracy under Sultan/Caliph 

Abdul Hamid II.  

A revolution forces Mohammad Ali Shah, 

Persian Shah of the Qajar dynasty to abdicate 

(give up his power) in favor of his son Ahmad 

Shah Qajar.  

 

1909 

Japan and China sign the Jiandao/Gando Treaty Japan agreed to recognize Gando as Chinese 

territory and to withdraw its forces from there 

back into Korea within two months of the date 

of the agreement. In return, China conceded 



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1900-1909 25 

  exclusive railroad rights in Manchuria to Japan, 

among other things. The convention also 

contained provisions for the protection and 

rights of ethnic Koreans under Chinese rule. 
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1910s 
 

Beginning of the Mexican Revolution.  Francisco I. Madero, cheated out of the 1910 

presidential election, revolted under the Plan of 

San Luis Potosí which declared the Díaz 

presidency illegitimate, named Madero as 

provisional president, called for democracy, and 

demanded the return of lands unjustly taken 

from Mexican villages. 

George V becomes King of the United Kingdom 

and the British Dominions and Emperor of India.  

 

Union of South Africa created. The historic predecessor to the present-day 

Republic of South Africa. It came into being on 

31 May 1910 with the unification of four 

previously separate British colonies: Cape 

Colony, Natal Colony, Transvaal Colony and 

Orange River Colony. The Union of South Africa 

was founded as a dominion of the British 

Empire. 

5 October 1910 revolution in Portugal and 

proclamation of the First Portuguese Republic.  

Result of a coup d'état organised by the 

Portuguese Republican Party which deposed the 

constitutional monarchy and established a 

republican regime in Portugal. 

(The key point of Republicanism is that the 

people hold popular sovereignty, rather than the 

people being subjects of a monarch). 

Imperial Japan annexes Korea.  

1910 

Halley's Comet returns. A short-period comet visible from Earth every 

75–76 years. 

Periodic comets are comets having orbital 

periods of less than 200 years. 

A comet is an icy small Solar System body that, 

when passing close to the Sun, heats up and 

begins to outgas, displaying a visible 

atmosphere or coma, and sometimes also a tail. 

These phenomena are due to the effects of solar 

radiation and the solar wind upon the nucleus of 

the comet. 
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Montenegro is proclaimed an independent 

kingdom. 

A monarchy in southeastern Europe during the 

tumultuous years on the Balkan Peninsula 

leading up to and during World War I. 

 

Albanian Revolt of 1910. A reaction to the new centralization policies of 

the Young Turk Ottoman government in Albania. 

Xinhai Revolution in China overthrows the Qing 

Dynasty.  

A revolution that overthrew China's last imperial 

dynasty and established the Republic of China. 

 

Imperial = Befitting or belonging to an emperor 

or empress 

Roald Amundsen, a Norwegian explorer, first 

reaches the South Pole.  

 

 

 

Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in Manhattan, 

New York City, results in the deaths of 146 

workers and leads to sweeping workplace safety 

reforms.  

The likely cause of the fire was the disposal of 

an unextinguished match or cigarette butt in the 

scrap bin, which held two months' worth of 

accumulated cuttings by the time of the fire.  

Because the owners had locked the doors to the 

stairwells and exits – a then-common practice 

to prevent workers from taking unauthorized 

breaks and to reduce theft – many of the 

workers could not escape and jumped from the 

high windows. 

New Delhi becomes the capital of British India.   

Ernest Rutherford identifies the atomic nucleus.  

The Italo-Turkish war leads to the capture of 

Libya by Italy. 

 

Eugene B. Ely lands on the deck of the USS 

Pennsylvania stationed in San Francisco harbor, 

marking the first time an aircraft lands on a 

ship.  

 

1911 

Agadir Crisis. The international tension sparked by the 

deployment of a substantial force of French 

troops in the interior of Morocco. Germany 

reacted by sending the gunboat SMS Panther to 

the Moroccan port of Agadir under the pretext of 

protecting German trade interests. 
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  The British believed the Germans meant to turn 

Agadir into a naval base on the Atlantic. Britain 

sent battleships to Morocco, in case war broke 

out. Because of financial crisis in Germany, the 

Kaiser backed down and let the French take over 

most of Morocco.  

 

France, subsequently established a full 

protectorate over Morocco (30 March 1912), 

ending what remained of that country's formal 

independence. 

End of the Chinese Empire; Republic of China 

established.  

 

The African National Congress (ANC) is founded.  The Republic of South Africa's (governing) social 

democratic political party. 

Morocco becomes a protectorate of France.  Protectorate= A state or territory partly 

controlled by (but not a possession of) a 

stronger state but autonomous in internal 

affairs; protectorates are established by treaty 

Sinking of the RMS Titanic.  A British passenger liner that sank in the North 

Atlantic Ocean  after colliding with an iceberg 

during her maiden voyage from Southampton, 

UK, to New York City, US. 

First Balkan War begin. Four Balkan states defeated the Ottoman Empire 

in the first war; one of the four, Bulgaria, was 

defeated in the second war. The Ottoman Empire 

lost nearly all of its holdings in Europe.  

 

Austria-Hungary, although not a combatant, 

was weakened as a much enlarged Serbia pushed 

for union of the South Slavic peoples. The war 

set the stage for the Balkan crisis of 1914 and 

thus was a "prelude to the First World War." 

Woodrow Wilson is elected 28th President of the 

United States.  

 

Arizona becomes the last state to be admitted to 

the continental Union. 

 

1912 

United States occupation of Nicaragua begins.   



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1910-1919 29 

 The Kuomintang, the Chinese nationalist party, 

is founded. 

 

Niels Bohr formulates the first cohesive model 

of the atomic nucleus, and in the process paves 

the way to quantum mechanics.  

Fundamental branch of physics concerned with 

processes involving atoms and photons. 

In the 1913 Ottoman coup d'état, Ismail Enver 

comes to power. 

A coup d'état carried out in the Ottoman Empire 

by a number of Committee of Union and 

Progress (CUP) members led by Ismail Enver Bey 

and Mehmed Talaat Bey, in which the group 

made a surprise raid on the central Ottoman 

government buildings, the Sublime Porte. 

During the coup, the Minister of the Navy Nazım 

Pasha was assassinated and the Grand Vizier, 

Kâmil Pasha, was forced to resign. 

Ford Motor Company introduces the first 

moving assembly line.  

 

La Decena Trágica.  The Ten Tragic Days was a series of events that 

took place in Mexico City during the Mexican 

Revolution. 

Yuan Shikai uses military force to dissolve 

China's parliament and rules as a dictator.  

 

Igor Stravinsky's The Rite of Spring infamously 

premiers in Paris.  

 

Treaty of London.  It dealt with the territorial adjustments arising 

out of the conclusion of the First Balkan War. 

1913 

Second Balkan War and Treaty of Bucharest. A conflict which broke out when Bulgaria, 

dissatisfied with its share of the spoils of the 

First Balkan War, attacked its former allies, 

Serbia and Greece. Serbian and Greek armies 

repulsed the Bulgarian offensive and counter-

attacked, entering Bulgaria. With Bulgaria also 

having previously engaged in territorial disputes 

with Romania, this war provoked Romanian 

intervention against Bulgaria. The Ottoman 

Empire also took advantage of the situation to 

regain some lost territories from the previous 

war. When Romanian troops approached the 

capital Sofia, Bulgaria asked for an armistice, 
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 resulting in the Treaty of Bucharest, in which 

Bulgaria had to cede portions of its First Balkan 

War gains to Serbia, Greece and Romania. In the 

Treaty of Constantinople, it lost Edirne to the 

Ottomans. 

 

The Federal Reserve System is created. The central banking system of the United States. 

Gavrilo Princip assassinates Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand of Austria in Sarajevo, triggering the 

start of World War I.  

 

The United Kingdom establishes the Sultanate of 

Egypt as a protectorate.  

 

Panama Canal opens.   

Benedict XV becomes Pope.  

1914 

Martha, last known passenger pigeon, dies.  

The RMS Lusitania is sunk.  A British ocean liner, holder of the Blue Riband, 

and briefly the world's largest passenger ship 

until the completion of her running mate 

Mauretania. She was launched by the Cunard 

Line in 1906, at a time of fierce competition for 

the North Atlantic trade. On 7 May 1915, she was 

torpedoed and sunk by a German U-boat, 

causing the deaths of 1,198 passengers and crew. 

The United States occupation of Haiti begins.   

Armenian genocide in the Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman government's systematic 

extermination of its minority Armenian subjects 

inside their historic homeland, which lies within 

the territory constituting the present-day 

Republic of Turkey. The total number of people 

killed as a result has been estimated at between 

800,000 and 1.5 million 

1915 

First use of poison gas at the Battle of Neuve 

Chapelle and Second Battle of Ypres. 

The Battle of Neuve Chapelle was a British 

offensive in the Artois region of France, 

intended to cause a rupture in the German lines. 

 

The Second Battle of Ypres was fought for 

control of the strategic Flemish town of Ypres in 

western Belgium after the First Battle of Ypres 

the previous autumn. 
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Easter Rising in Ireland.  Also known as the Easter Rebellion, was an 

armed insurrection (organized opposition to 

authority) in Ireland during Easter Week, 1916. 

The Rising was mounted by Irish republicans to 

end British rule in Ireland and establish an 

independent Irish Republic while the United 

Kingdom was heavily engaged in World War I. 

The implementation of daylight saving time. The practice of advancing clocks during summer 

months by one hour so that in the evening 

daylight is experienced an hour longer, while 

sacrificing normal sunrise times. 

Warlord Era begins in China.   

David Lloyd George becomes the Prime Minister 

of the United Kingdom.  

. 

The Gallipoli Campaign fails.  A campaign of World War I that took place on 

the Gallipoli peninsula (Gelibolu in modern 

Turkey) in the Ottoman Empire. The peninsula 

forms the northern bank of the Dardanelles, a 

strait that provided a sea route to the Russian 

Empire, one of the Allied powers during the war. 

Intending to secure it, Russia's allies, Britain 

and France, launched a naval attack followed by 

an amphibious landing on the peninsula, with 

the aim of capturing the Ottoman capital of 

Constantinople (modern Istanbul). The naval 

attack was repelled and after eight months' 

fighting, with many casualties on both sides, the 

land campaign was abandoned and the invasion 

force was withdrawn to Egypt 

1916 

First use of tanks at the Battle of Flers-

Courcelette. 

A battle within the Franco-British Somme 

Offensive which took place in the summer and 

autumn of 1916. Flers–Courcelette began with 

the objective of cutting a hole in the German line 

by using massed artillery and infantry attacks. 

This hole would then be exploited with the use 

of cavalry. It was the third and final general 

offensive mounted by the British Army during 

the Battle of the Somme. 
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Battle of the Somme.  A battle of the First World War fought by the 

armies of the British and French empires against 

the German Empire, that took place on both 

sides of the River Somme in France. It was one 

of the largest battles of World War I, in which 

more than 1,000,000 men were wounded or 

killed, making it one of the bloodiest battles in 

human history. 

Grigory Rasputin is assassinated by H.H. Prince 

Felix Youssoupov.  

A Russian peasant, mystical faith healer and a 

trusted friend to the family of Nicholas II, the 

last Tsar of Russia. Rasputin had become an 

influential factor in Russian politics, and his 

presence played a significant role in the 

increasing unpopularity of the Imperial couple. 

The Pact is agreed upon by both the Congress 

and the Muslim League at the Indian city of 

Lucknow.  

The Lucknow Pact refers to an agreement reached 

between the Indian National Congress and the 

Muslim League at the joint session of both the 

parties, agreeing to pressure the British 

government to adopt a more liberal approach to 

India and give Indians more authority to run 

their country, besides safeguarding basic 

Muslim demands. 

 

Battle of Verdun. One of the biggest battles of the First World War 

on the Western Front between the German and 

French armies. 

The German 5th Army attacked the defences of 

the Région Fortifiée de Verdun (RFV) and those of 

the Second Army garrisons on the right bank of 

the Meuse, intending to rapidly capture the Côtes 

de Meuse (Meuse Heights), from which Verdun 

could be overlooked and bombarded with 

observed artillery fire. 

 

The German strategy intended to provoke the 

French to attack to drive the Germans off the 

heights. The Germans made some important 

gains in the early phases of the battle but the 

French quickly contained the German advance 

and were able to recapture much of the lost 



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1910-1919 33 

 territory towards the end of the year, despite the 

demands of the Battle of the Somme further 

north. 

 

The Arab Revolt begins The Arab Revolt was initiated by the Sherif 

Hussein bin Ali with the aim of securing 

independence from the ruling Ottoman Turks 

and creating a single unified Arab state 

spanning from Aleppo in Syria to Aden in 

Yemen. 

Russian Revolution ends the Russian Empire; 

beginning of Russian Civil War.  

The Russian Revolution dismantled the Tsarist 

autocracy and led to the eventual rise of the 

Soviet Union. 

USA join the Allies for the last 17 months of 

World War I.  

 

Independence of Poland recognised.   

October Revolution in Russia. Commonly referred to as Red October, the 

October Uprising or the Bolshevik Revolution, it 

was a seizure of state power instrumental in the 

larger Russian Revolution of 1917. It took place 

with an armed insurrection in Petrograd. 

 

Insurrection = Organized opposition to 

authority; a conflict in which one faction tries to 

wrest control from another. 

1917 

Ukrainian–Soviet War begins. A military struggle for control of Ukraine waged 

intermittently in 1917–21 by Ukrainian 

independentist forces and pro-Bolshevik 

elements seeking to establish Soviet rule. The 

Bolsheviks (Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union) planned to seize power in Ukraine with 

the aid of Russian or Russified urban elements, 

Russian garrisons, and army units stationed 

near the front. 

End of World War I.   1918 

German Revolution begins. Abdication of Kaiser 

Wilhelm II. 

The November Revolution was the politically 

driven civil conflict in the German Empire at the 

end of the First World War, which resulted in 

the replacement of Germany's imperial 
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 government with a republic. 

Spanish flu pandemic.  An unusually deadly influenza pandemic, the 

first of the two pandemics involving H1N1 

influenza virus, infected 500 million people 

across the world and resulted in the deaths of 50 

to 100 million people. 

 

H1N1 influenza virus = 

Haemagglutinin causes red blood cells to clump 

together and binds the virus to the infected cell. 

Neuraminidase are a type of glycoside hydrolase 

enzyme which help to move the virus particles 

through the infected cell and assist in budding 

from the host cells. 

Murder of Tsar Nicholas II and his family by 

Yurovsky, an Old Bolshevik officer. 

 

Poland, Ukraine and Belarus are among a 

number of states to declare independence from 

Russia.  

 

Finnish Civil War.  It concerned leadership and control of Finland 

during its transition from a Grand Duchy of the 

Russian Empire to an independent state. 

 

A country or territory whose official head of 

state or ruler is a monarch bearing the title of 

grand duke or grand duchess. 

Mehmed VI becomes last Sultan of the Ottoman 

Empire and last Caliph. 

 

Partitioning of the Ottoman Empire begins.  A political event that occurred after World War I. 

The huge conglomeration of territories and 

peoples that formerly comprised the Ottoman 

Empire was divided into several new states. The 

partitioning brought the creation of the modern 

Arab world and the Republic of Turkey. 

The Kingdom of Iceland and The State of 

Slovenes, Croats and Serbs are established.  

 

The British occupy Palestine.   

 

Mutawakkilite Kingdom of Yemen is founded.  
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Azerbaijan Democratic Republic is declared.   

Armenian–Azerbaijani War begins. According to Armenian historians, the First 

Republic of Armenia aimed to include 

Nakhchivan among the basic (Eastern 

Armenian) territories of the Erivan Governorate, 

as well as the eastern and southern parts of the 

Elisabethpol Governorate. 

 

Polish–Ukrainian War begins. Conflict between the forces of the Second Polish 

Republic and West Ukrainian People's Republic 

for the control over Eastern Galicia after the 

dissolution of Austria-Hungary. 

Treaty of Versailles redraws European borders.  One of the peace treaties at the end of World 

War I. It ended the state of war between 

Germany and the Allied Powers. 

German Revolution ends with the collapse of the 

German Empire and the establishment of the 

Weimar Republic.  

 

Victory for Estonia in the Estonian War of 

Independence against the Soviet Western Front 

offensive.  

 

League of Nations founded in Paris.  An intergovernmental organization whose 

principal mission was to maintain world peace. 

Its primary goals included preventing wars 

through collective security and disarmament 

and settling international disputes through 

negotiation and arbitration. 

Polish-Soviet War begins. An armed conflict that pitted Soviet Russia and 

Soviet Ukraine against the Second Polish 

Republic and the Ukrainian People's Republic 

over the control of an area equivalent to today's 

Ukraine and parts of modern-day Belarus. 

The Italian National Fascist Party is established 

by Benito Mussolini.  

Mussolini was an Italian politician, journalist, 

and leader of the National Fascist Party, ruling 

the country as Prime Minister from 1922 until 

his ousting in 1943. 

1919 

Comintern established. The Communist International was an international 

communist organization that advocated world 

communism. The International intended to fight  
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 "by all available means, including armed force, 

for the overthrow of the international 

bourgeoisie and for the creation of an 

international Soviet republic as a transition 

stage to the complete abolition of the State”. 

Egyptian Revolution of 1919.  A countrywide revolution against the British 

occupation of Egypt and Sudan. 

Turkish War of Independence begins. Fought between the Turkish nationalists and the 

proxies of the Allies (Greece on the Western 

front, Armenia on the Eastern, France on the 

Southern and with them, the United Kingdom 

and Italy in Constantinople (now Istanbul) – 

after Turkey was occupied and partitioned 

following the Ottoman Empire's defeat in World 

War I. 

End of Polish–Ukrainian War.   

The International Labor Organisation is 

established. 

The ILO is a United Nations agency dealing with 

labour issues, particularly international labour 

standards, social protection, and work 

opportunities for all. 

Ernest Rutherford discovers the proton.   

 

First experimental evidence for the General 

theory of relativity obtained by Arthur 

Eddington. 
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1920s 
 

Mexican Revolution ends.   

Greece restores its monarchy after a 

referendum. 

Referendum = a direct vote in which an entire 

electorate is asked to vote on a particular 

proposal. This may result in the adoption of a 

new law. 

Turkish–Armenian War is fought, and ends with 

victory for Turkey. 

Refers to a conflict between the First Republic of 

Armenia and the Turkish nationalists, following 

the signing of the Treaty of Sèvres. The Turkish 

Army defeated Armenia, and took back land 

which Turkey had initially lost to Armenia after 

World War I and from the Russian Empire in 

1878. 

Red Army invasion of Azerbaijan and Armenia 

ends the Armenian–Azerbaijani War and 

concludes with their incorporation into the 

Soviet Union.  

 

Mohandas Gandhi launches Non-cooperation 

movement.  

The non-cooperation movement was significant 

phase of the Indian independence movement 

from British rule. 

1920 

Prohibition in the United States enforced. Prohibition = a nationwide constitutional ban on 

the sale, production, importation, and 

transportation of alcoholic beverages. 

Adolf Hitler becomes Führer of the Nazi Party as 

hyperinflation in the Weimar Republic begins. 

The National Socialist German Workers' Party 

was a political party in Germany active between 

1920 and 1945 that practised Nazism. The Nazis 

propagated the idea of a "people's community" 

(Volksgemeinschaft). Their aim being one to unite 

"racially desirable" Germans as national 

comrades, whilst excluding those deemed either 

to be political dissidents, physically or 

intellectually inferior, or of a foreign race. 

Russia invades Georgia and incorporates it into 

the Soviet Union. 

 

1921 

End of Russian Civil War, Polish-Soviet War and 

Ukrainian–Soviet War.  
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 Coup brings the Pahlavi dynasty to power in 

Iran. 

 

Ottoman Sultanate abolished by the Turkish 

Grand National Assembly; Sultan Mehmed VI is 

deposed.  

 

Irish Free State is established, while the 

Province of Northern Ireland is created within 

the United Kingdom.  

 

The Irish Civil War begins.  The conflict was waged between two opposing 

groups, Irish republicans and Irish nationalists 

over the Anglo-Irish Treaty. 

The Italian reconquest of Libya begins.   

The union of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras 

and El Salvador is dissolved.  

 

Egypt gains independence from the United 

Kingdom, though British forces still occupy the 

Suez Canal.  

 

March on Rome brings Benito Mussolini to 

power in Italy.  

 

Howard Carter discovers Tutankhamen's tomb.   

Gabriel Narutowicz, President of Poland is 

assassinated. 

 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), 

the world's first officially Communist state, is 

formed.  

 

Pius XI becomes Pope.  

The Washington Naval Treaty is signed. Also known as the Five-Power Treaty, was a 

treaty among the major nations that had won 

World War I, which by the terms of the treaty 

agreed to prevent an arms race by limiting naval 

construction. 

1922 

Mohandas Gandhi calls off Non-cooperation 

movement. 

 

1923 Hyperinflation in the Weimar Republic ends 

with the introduction of the Rentenmark. 

A three-year period of hyperinflation in the 

Weimar Republic (modern-day Germany). 

 

Hyperinflation = when a country experiences 
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 very high and usually accelerating rates of 

inflation, rapidly eroding the real value of the 

local currency, and causing the population to 

minimize their holdings of the local money. 

Time Magazine is first published.   

Irish Civil War ends.  

The Beer Hall Putsch, an attempt to overthrow 

the Weimar Republic, ends in failure and brief 

imprisonment for Adolf Hitler, but brings the 

Nazi Party to national attention.  

 

A military coup ousts and kills Bulgarian Prime 

Minister Aleksandar Stamboliyski.  

 

The Great Kantō earthquake kills at least 

105,000 people in Japan.  

 

Turkish War of Independence ends; Kemal 

Atatürk becomes the first President of the newly 

established Republic of Turkey; Ankara replaces 

Istanbul as its capital.  

 

 

The Walt Disney Company is founded.  

Death of Vladimir Lenin (Russian communist 

revolutionary, politician, and political theorist) 

triggers power struggle between Leon Trotsky 

(Marxist revolutionary and theorist) and Joseph 

Stalin.  

 

The Caliphate is abolished by Kamal Atatürk.  A form of Islamic government led by a caliph. 

The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

founded under J. Edgar Hoover.  

 

The August Uprising in Georgia against Soviet 

rule.  

 

1924 

U.S. Immigration Act of 1924 significantly 

restricts immigration from Asia, the Middle 

East, and Southern Europe. 

 

Benito Mussolini gains dictatorial powers in 

Italy.  

 1925 

Mein Kampf is published. My Struggle is an autobiographical manifesto by 

the National Socialist leader Adolf Hitler, in 

which he outlines his political ideology and 
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 future plans for Germany. 

First televisual image created by John Logie 

Baird.  

 

Locarno Treaties are signed. Seven agreements negotiated at Locarno, 

Switzerland, in which the First World War 

Western European Allied powers and the new 

states of Central and Eastern Europe sought to 

secure the post-war territorial settlement, and 

return normalizing relations with defeated 

Germany. 

 

Serum run to Nome. The Great Race of Mercy, was a transport of 

diphtheria antitoxin by dog sled relay across the 

U.S. territory of Alaska saving the small city of 

Nome and the surrounding communities from 

an incipient (only partly in existence) epidemic. 

Hirohito becomes Emperor of Japan.   1926 

Coups in Greece, Poland and Portugal install 

new dictatorships. 

 

Joseph Stalin becomes leader of the Soviet 

Union. 

 

Chinese Civil War begins.  Fought between forces loyal to the Kuomintang-

led government of the Republic of China, and 

forces loyal to the Communist Party of China. 

Bath School disaster.  

Australian Parliament convenes in Canberra for 

the first time.  

Convenes = meet formally 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 

officially becomes the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland.  

 

Saudi Arabia gains independence.   

1927 

The BBC is granted a Royal Charter in the United 

Kingdom.  

A formal document issued by a monarch 

granting an office, right, monopoly, title, or 

status to a person or corporation. They were, 

and are still, used to establish significant 

organisations such as cities or universities. 

The BBC is the world's oldest and largest 

national broadcasting organization. 
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World population reaches 2 billion.    

Charles Lindbergh's flight to Paris. Lindbergh emerged suddenly from virtual 

obscurity to instantaneous world fame as the 

result of his Orteig Prize-winning solo nonstop 

flight, made from the Roosevelt Field on New 

York's Long Island to Le Bourget Field in Paris, 

France, a distance of nearly 5,800 km, in the 

single-seat, single-engine, purpose-built Ryan 

monoplane Spirit of St. Louis. As a result of this 

flight, Lindbergh was the first person in history 

to be in New York one day and Paris the next. 

The record setting flight took 33 hours and 30 

minutes. 

Discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming.   

Warlord Era ends in China.   

Malta becomes a British Dominion.   

Bubble gum is invented. An accountant for the Fleer Chewing Gum 

Company in Philadelphia, was experimenting 

with new gum recipes. One recipe was found to 

be less sticky than regular chewing gum, and 

stretched more easily. This gum became highly 

successful and was eventually named by the 

president of Fleer as Dubble Bubble because of 

its stretchy texture. 

King Zog I is crowned in Albania.   

The Kellogg-Briand Pact is signed in Paris. The Pact of Paris was an international agreement 

in which signatory states promised not to use 

war to resolve disputes or conflicts of whatever 

nature or of whatever origin they may be, which 

may arise among them. 

The International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement is established.  

An international humanitarian movement with 

approximately 97 million volunteers, members 

and staff worldwide which was founded to 

protect human life and health, to ensure respect 

for all human beings, and to prevent and 

alleviate human suffering. 

1928 

Mickey Mouse is created at the Walt Disney 

Studio.  
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 Hassan al-Banna founds the Muslim 

Brotherhood. 

 

Wall Street crash of 1929 and the beginning of 

the Great Depression.  

Black Tuesday was the most devastating stock 

market crash in the history of the United States. 

Leon Trotsky is exiled from the Soviet Union. 

First people sent to the gulag in the Soviet Union 

as Stalin assumes effective control.  

The gulag was the government agency that 

administered the main Soviet forced labor camp 

systems during the Stalin era. 

Pope Pius XI signs the Lateran Treaty with 

Italian leader Benito Mussolini.  

The papacy (the government of the 

Roman Catholic Church) recognized the state of 

Italy, with Rome as its capital. Italy in return 

recognized papal sovereignty over the Vatican 

City, and secured full independence for the pope. 

Vatican City is recognised as a sovereign state.   

Saint Valentine's Day Massacre.  Murder of six mob associates and a mechanic of 

the North Side Irish gang led by Bugs Moran 

during the Prohibition Era. It resulted from the 

struggle – between the Irish American gang and 

the South Side Italian gang led by Al Capone – to 

take control of organized crime in Chicago. 

1929 

The first Academy Awards are presented. Oscars is an annual American awards ceremony 

honoring cinematic achievements in the film 

industry. 
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1930s 
 

Clyde Tombaugh discovers Pluto.   

Salt March by Mohandas Gandhi and the official 

start of civil disobedience in British India.  

It was a march in colonial India initiated by 

Mohandas Gandhi to produce salt from seawater 

as was the practice of Bhartiya (Indian) people 

until British officials deemed such production to 

be illegal and repeatedly used force to stop it. 

The March began on 12 March 1930, and was a 

direct action campaign of tax resistance and 

nonviolent protest against the British salt 

monopoly. 

Military coups replace governments in Peru and 

Brazil. 

 

Haile Selassie becomes king of Abyssinia.   

1930 

First FIFA World Cup hosted in Uruguay.  

Floods in China kill up to 2.5 million people.   

Independence of South Africa.  

Construction of the Empire State Building.   

"The Star-Spangled Banner" is adopted as the 

United States's national anthem.  

 

The Second Spanish Republic is declared.   

The Chinese Soviet Republic is proclaimed by 

Mao Zedong.  

 

Statute of Westminster creates the British 

Commonwealth of Nations. 

An intergovernmental organisation of 53 

member states that were mostly territories of 

the former British Empire. 

1931 

Japan invades Manchuria, China, and occupies it 

until the end of World War II. 

 

Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected (32nd) President 

of the United States.  

 

Éamon de Valera becomes President of the 

Executive Council (prime minister) of the Irish 

Free State.  

 

1932 

The Nazi party becomes the largest single party 

in the German parliament.  
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Military coup in Chile.  Constitutional rule was restored. 

BBC World Service starts broadcasting. The   

 

Neutron is discovered.  

Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor (head of state) 

of Germany.  

 

New Deal begins in America. Domestic programs in response to the Great 

Depression that focused on Relief for the 

unemployed and poor, Recovery of the economy 

to normal levels, and Reform of the financial 

system to prevent a repeat depression. 

Japan and Germany announce they are going to 

leave the League of Nations. 

The first international organisation whose 

principal mission was to maintain world peace. 

United States occupation of Nicaragua ends.   

1933 

Prohibition in the United States is abolished.  

Dictatorships begin in Brazil and Bolivia.   

Mao Zedong begins the Long March. A military retreat undertaken by the Red Army 

of the Communist Party of China to evade the 

pursuit of the Kuomintang army. 

United States occupation of Haiti ends.  

United States grants more autonomy to the 

Philippines.  

Autonomy = Political Independence 

Adolf Hitler instigates the Night of the Long 

Knives, which cements his power over both the 

Nazi Party and Germany.  

A purge that took place when the Nazi regime 

carried out a series of political murders. 

With the death of President Hindenburg, Hitler 

declares himself Fuhrer of Germany.  

 

Bonnie and Clyde are shot to death in a police 

ambush.  

Criminals who traveled the central United States 

with their gang during the Great Depression, 

robbing and killing people. 

1934 

John Dillinger is gunned down by the FBI 

outside the Biograph Theater. 

A famous American gangster in the Depression-

era United States, who operated with a group of 

men known by some as the Dillinger Gang or 

Terror Gang that were, among other activities, 

accused of robbing 24 banks and four police 

stations. Dillinger escaped from jail twice. 
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Second Italo-Abyssinian War concludes with the 

exile of Haile Selassie and the conquest of 

Abyssinia by Benito Mussolini.  

A colonial war that was fought between the 

armed forces of the Kingdom of Italy and the 

armed forces of the Ethiopian Empire (also 

known at the time as Abyssinia). The war 

resulted in the military occupation of Ethiopia. 

Persia becomes Iran.   

William Lyon Mackenzie King is elected Prime 

Minister of Canada. 

 

1935 

Enactment of the Nuremberg racial laws.  The two Antisemitic laws were the Law for the 

Protection of German Blood and German 

Honour, which forbade marriages between Jews 

and Germans and the employment of German 

females under 45 in Jewish households, and the 

Reich Citizenship Law, which declared that only 

those of German or related blood were eligible to 

be Reich citizens; the remainder were classed as 

state subjects, without citizenship rights. 

Beginning of the Spanish Civil War.  Fought between the Republicans, who were loyal 

to the democratic, left-leaning Second Spanish 

Republic, and the Nationalists, a falangist group 

led by General Francisco Franco. The 

Nationalists won, and Franco then ruled Spain 

for the next 36 years. 

Great Purge begins under Stalin.  A campaign of political repression in the Soviet 

Union which involved a large-scale purge of the 

Communist Party and government officials, 

repression(forcible subjection) of peasants and 

the (Workers' and Peasants') Red Army 

leadership, and widespread police surveillance, 

suspicion of "saboteurs", imprisonment, and 

arbitrary executions. 

Edward VIII becomes King of the British 

Commonwealth and Emperor of India, before 

abdicating and handing the throne to his 

brother, George VI.  

 

1936 

George Nissen and Larry Griswold build the first 

modern trampoline.  
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Hoover Dam is completed.  In the Black Canyon of the Colorado River, on 

the border between the U.S. states of Nevada and 

Arizona. 

Arab Revolt in Palestine against the British 

begins to oppose Jewish immigration.  

 

Italy annexes Ethiopia.   

 

"Benjamin", the last known thylacine, dies in 

Hobart Zoo, Australia. 

The largest known carnivorous marsupial of 

modern times. It is commonly known as the 

Tasmanian tiger (because of its striped lower 

back) or the Tasmanian wolf. Native to 

continental Australia, Tasmania and New 

Guinea. 

Japanese invasion of China, and the beginning of 

World War II in the Far East.  

 

Neville Chamberlain becomes Prime Minister of 

the United Kingdom. 

 

The Irish Republican Army attempts to 

assassinate King George VI of the United 

Kingdom.  

 

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs is the first 

feature-length animated movie released.  

 

Deaths of George Gershwin and Maurice Ravel.  George Gershwin was an American composer 

and pianist. 

Maurice Ravel was a French composer, pianist 

and conductor. 

1937 

German zeppelin Hindenburg crashes in 

Lakehurst, New Jersey. 

A large German commercial passenger-carrying 

rigid airship. 

Anschluss unifies Germany and Austria.  The Nazi propaganda term for the invasion and 

forced incorporation of Austria to Nazi Germany. 

1938 

Munich agreement hands Czechoslovakia to Nazi 

Germany. 

The Munich Agreement was a settlement 

permitting Nazi Germany's annexation of 

portions of Czechoslovakia along the country's 

borders mainly inhabited by German speakers, 

for which a new territorial designation 

"Sudetenland" was coined. The agreement was 

signed by Germany, France, the United 

Kingdom, and Italy. Sudetenland was of 

immense strategic importance to 



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1930-1939 47 

 Czechoslovakia, as most of its border defenses 

were situated there, and many of its banks and 

heavy industries were located there as well. 

Great Purge ends after nearly 700,000 

executions.  

 

Kristallnacht in Germany, while Time Magazine 

declares Adolf Hitler as Man of the Year. 

The Night of Broken Glass was a pogrom against 

Jews throughout Nazi Germany and Austria 

carried out by SA paramilitary (The 

Sturmabteilung) forces and German civilians. 

 

DC Comics hero Superman has its first 

appearance. 

 

End of Spanish Civil War; Francisco Franco 

becomes dictator of Spain.  

 

Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact between Germany and 

the Soviet Union.  

The Treaty of Non-aggression between Germany 

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

 

Nazi invasion of Poland triggers the beginning 

of World War II in Europe.  

 

Soviet invasion of Poland begins 16 days later.  

Palestinian revolt against the British ends.  

1939 

Pius XII becomes Pope.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1940-1949 48

1940s 
 

Nazis invade France, the Netherlands, Denmark 

and Norway.  

 

Katyn massacre of Polish soldiers in USSR and 

the Soviet occupation of the Baltic states. 

The Katyn massacre was a series of mass 

executions of Polish nationals carried out by the 

People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs 

(NKVD), the Soviet secret police. 

Winter War between Soviet Union and Finland.  A military conflict that began with the Soviet 

invasion of Finland on 30 November 1939 (three 

months after the outbreak of World War II). The 

Soviet Union ostensibly sought to claim parts of 

Finnish territory, demanding that Finland cede 

substantial border territories in exchange for 

land elsewhere, claiming security reasons, 

primarily the protection of Leningrad, which 

was only 32 km from the Finnish border. Finland 

refused and the USSR invaded the country. 

Soviet Union annexes the Baltic states.  

Winston Churchill becomes Prime Minister of 

the United Kingdom.  

 

Battle of Britain, the first entirely aerial military 

campaign, becomes the first significant defeat 

for the Axis powers. 

The name given to the Second World War 

defence of the United Kingdom by the Royal Air 

Force (RAF) against an onslaught by the German 

Air Force. 

The Blitz begins.  The period of sustained strategic bombing of the 

United Kingdom by Nazi Germany during the 

Second World War. 

Leon Trotsky is assassinated. The founding leader of the Red Army. 

1940 

Chechen insurgency begins in Soviet Union. Autonomous (free from external control and 

constraint) revolt against the Soviet authorities. 

1941 Operation Reinhard commences (takes the 

first step) the main phase of The Holocaust 

Operation Reinhard was the codename given to 

the secretive Nazi plan to mass-murder most 

Polish Jews in the General Government district 

of occupied Poland, during World War II. The 

operation marked the deadliest phase of the 

Holocaust with the introduction of 

extermination camps. 
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Attack on Pearl Harbor, which leads to the USA 

joining World War II.  

A surprise military strike by the Imperial 

Japanese Navy against the United States naval 

base at Pearl Harbor, in the United States 

Territory of Hawaii. 

Hitler commences the Nazi invasion of the 

Soviet Union.  

Operation Barbarossa (German: Unternehmen 

Barbarossa) was the code name for Nazi 

Germany's invasion of the Soviet Union during 

World War II. The operation was driven by Adolf 

Hitler's ideological desire to conquer the Soviet 

territories. 

Siege of Tobruk in North Africa (Libya) is the 

first major defeat for Hitler's land forces.  

 

 

Siege of Leningrad begins.  

Battle of Midway.  A crucial and decisive naval battle - the United 

States Navy defeated an attacking fleet of the 

Imperial Japanese Navy inflicting devastating 

damage on the Japanese fleet that proved 

irreparable. The operation, like the earlier attack 

on Pearl Harbor, sought to eliminate the United 

States as a strategic power in the Pacific, thereby 

giving Japan a free hand in establishing its 

Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. The 

Japanese hoped another demoralizing defeat 

would force the U.S. to capitulate (surrender 

under agreed conditions) in the Pacific War and 

thus ensure Japanese dominance in the Pacific. 

Luring the American aircraft carriers into a trap 

and occupying Midway was part of an overall 

"barrier" strategy to extend Japan's defensive 

perimeter. This operation was also considered 

preparatory for further attacks against Fiji, 

Samoa, and Hawaii itself. 

1942 

Battle of the Coral Sea. A major naval battle in the Pacific Theater of 

World War II between the Imperial Japanese 

Navy and naval and air forces from the United 

States and Australia. The battle was the first 

action in which aircraft carriers engaged each 

other, as well as the first in which neither side's 

ships sighted or fired directly upon the other. 
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 In an attempt to strengthen their defensive 

positioning for their empire in the South Pacific, 

Japanese forces decided to invade and occupy 

Port Moresby in New Guinea and Tulagi in the 

southeastern Solomon Islands. The plan to 

accomplish this involved several major units of 

Japan's Combined Fleet to provide air cover for 

the invasion fleets. The US learned of the 

Japanese plan through signals intelligence 

(interception of signals) and sent two United 

States Navy carrier task forces and a joint 

Australian-American cruiser force to oppose the 

Japanese offensive 

First and second Battles of El Alamein. The First Battle of El Alamein was fought on the 

northern coast of Egypt between Axis forces 

(Germany and Italy) of the Panzer Army Africa 

(Panzerarmee Afrika) (also known as the Africa 

Corps), and Allied forces (Britain, British India, 

Australia, South Africa and New Zealand). The 

British prevented a second advance by the Axis 

forces into Egypt. 

 

The Second Battle of El Alamein took place near 

the Egyptian railway halt of El Alamein. It 

followed the First Battle of El Alamein, which had 

stalled the Axis advance into Egypt. This victory 

turned the tide in the North African Campaign 

and ended the Axis threat to Egypt, the Suez 

Canal, and of gaining access to the Middle 

Eastern and Persian oil fields via North Africa. 

 

Battle of Stalingrad and Guadalcanal Campaign 

begin. 

A major battle of World War II in which Nazi 

Germany and its allies fought the Soviet Union 

for control of the city of Stalingrad (now 

Volgograd) in Southern Russia, on the eastern 

boundary of Europe. 

The Guadalcanal Campaign (Operation 

Watchtower) originally applied only to an 

operation to take the island of Tulagi, by Allied  

forces. 
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Internment of Japanese-American citizens in 

the US begins.  

The forced relocation and incarceration during 

World War II of between 110,000 and 120,000 

people of Japanese ancestry who lived on the 

Pacific coast in camps in the interior of the 

country. 

 

Manhattan Project begins. A research and development project that 

produced the first nuclear weapons during 

World War II. It was led by the United States 

with the support of the United Kingdom and 

Canada. 

Battle of Stalingrad ends with over two million 

casualties and the retreat of the German Army.  

 

The failed Battle of Kursk becomes the last Nazi 

offensive on the Eastern Front.  

A Second World War engagement between 

German and Soviet forces on the Eastern Front 

near Kursk. 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising fails.  The 1943 act of Jewish resistance that arose 

within the Warsaw Ghetto in German-occupied 

Poland during World War II, and which opposed 

Nazi Germany's final effort to transport the 

remaining Ghetto population to Treblinka 

extermination camp. 

Tehran Conference between Franklin Roosevelt, 

Winston Churchill and Joseph Stalin agrees to 

launch Operation Overlord.  

Operation Overlord was the code name for the 

Battle of Normandy, the Allied operation that 

launched the successful invasion of German-

occupied western Europe during World War II. A 

1,200-plane airborne assault preceded an 

amphibious assault involving more than 5,000 

vessels. Nearly 160,000 troops crossed the 

English Channel on 6 June, and more than 

three million Allied troops were in France by the 

end of August. 

1943 

Green Revolution begins. The Green Revolution refers to a research and 

development, and technology transfer 

initiatives, that increased agricultural 

production worldwide, particularly in the 

developing world. The initiatives involved the 

development of high-yielding varieties of cereal 

grains, expansion of irrigation infrastructure, 

modernization of management techniques, and 
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  distribution of hybridized seeds, synthetic 

fertilizers, and pesticides to farmers. 

D-Day.  The landing operations of the Allied invasion of 

Normandy in Operation Overlord. 

The Siege of Leningrad ends with Soviet victory 

after over a million deaths.  

 

Chechen insurgency ends with deportation of 

the entire Chechen population.  

Operation Lentil was the Soviet expulsion of the 

whole of the Vainakh (Chechen and Ingush) 

populations of the North Caucasus to Central 

Asia during World War II. 

The deportation encompassed their entire 

nations, well over 500,000 people, as well as the 

complete liquidation of the Chechen-Ingush 

Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic. Tens (or 

possibly hundreds) of thousands of Chechens 

and Ingushes died or were killed during the 

round-ups and the transportation, and in their 

early years in exile. The survivors would not 

return to their native lands until 1957. 

1944 

First operational electronic computer, Colossus, 

comes online. 

 

Bombing of Dresden.  A UK/US aerial bombing attack on the city of 

Dresden, the capital of the German state of 

Saxony. 

1945 

Battle of Berlin. The final chapter in the destruction of Hitler's 

Third Reich began on April 16, 1945 when Stalin 

unleashed the brutal power of 20 armies, 6,300 

tanks and 8,500 aircraft with the objective of 

crushing German resistance and capturing 

Berlin. By prior agreement, the Allied armies 

(positioned approximately 60 miles to the west) 

halted their advance on the city in order to give 

the Soviets a free hand. The depleted German 

forces put up a stiff defense, initially repelling 

the attacking Russians, but ultimately 

succumbing to overwhelming force. By April 24 

the Soviet army surrounded the city slowly 

tightening its stranglehold on the remaining 

Nazi defenders. Fighting street-to-street and 
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 house-to-house, Russian troops blasted their 

way towards Hitler's chancellery in the city's 

center.  

Inside his underground bunker Hitler lived in a 

world of fantasy as his "Thousand Year Reich" 

crumbled above him. In his final hours the 

Fuehrer married his long-time mistress and 

then joined her in suicide. The Third Reich was 

dead.  

Yalta Conference. The World War II meeting of the heads of 

government of the United States, the United 

Kingdom and the Soviet Union for the purpose 

of discussing Europe's post-war reorganization. 

The conference convened in the Livadia Palace 

near Yalta in Crimea. 

End of World War II in Europe.   

The Holocaust ends after ~12 million deaths, 

including 6 million Jews.  

 

Deaths of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Adolf 

Hitler and Benito Mussolini.  

 

Creation of the atomic bomb, and the atomic 

bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

 

End of World War II in Asia and beginning of the 

Allied Occupation of Japan.  

 

Potsdam Conference divides Europe into 

Western and Soviet blocs.  

Stalin, Churchill, and Truman gathered to decide 

how to administer the defeated Nazi Germany. 

The goals of the conference also included the 

establishment of post-war order, peace treaty 

issues, and countering the effects of the war. 

United Nations founded.  An intergovernmental organization to promote 

international co-operation 

Independence of Korea.  

 

Deaths of Anne Frank and Béla Bartók.  Anne Frank was a German-born diarist and 

writer. She is one of the most discussed Jewish 

victims of the Holocaust. 

Béla Bartók was a Hungarian composer and 

pianist. 
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Independence of Indonesia.    

Nuremberg trials begin. A series of military tribunals, held by the Allied 

forces after World War II, which were most 

notable for the prosecution of prominent 

members of the political, military, and economic 

leadership of Nazi Germany who planned, 

carried out, or otherwise participated in The 

Holocaust and other war crimes. The trials were 

held in the city of Nuremberg, Germany. 

Italy becomes a republic.   

French Fourth Republic established.   

Independence of Jordan.   

Nuremberg trials end.   

First Indochina War begins.  Began in French Indochina -  fighting between 

French forces and their Viet Minh opponents in 

the South for independence of Vietnam. 

First images taken of the Earth from space.   

Bhumibol Adulyadej becomes King of Thailand.   

Mustafa Barzani founds the Kurdistan 

Democratic Party.  

One of the main Kurdish parties in Iraqi 

Kurdistan 

1946 

Treaty of Manila declares Philippines 

independent. 

Manila is the capital city of the Philippines.  

The United States granted the Philippines full 

independence. 

Independence of India and Pakistan and 

beginning of First Indo-Pakistani War.  

Fought between India and Pakistan over the 

princely state of Kashmir and Jammu. 

Invention of the first practical transistor.  A semiconductor device used to amplify or 

switch electronic signals and electrical power. 

Breaking of the sound barrier by Chuck Yeager 

(US).  

 

US President Harry Truman establishes the 

Truman Doctrine of containment of 

Communism. 

American foreign policy to stop Soviet 

imperialism during the Cold War. 

1947 

Creation of the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA). 

 

1948 United Nations establishes Israeli Independence 

and the formation of the official State of Israel.  
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Arab-Israeli War.  There had been tension and conflict between the 

Arabs and the Jews, and between each of them 

and the British forces, ever since the 1917 Balfour 

Declaration and the 1920 creation of the British 

Mandate of Palestine. British policies dissatisfied 

both Arabs and Jews. The Arabs' opposition 

developed into the 1936–1939 Arab revolt in 

Palestine, while the Jewish resistance developed 

into the Jewish insurgency in Palestine (1944–

1947). In 1947 these ongoing tensions erupted 

into civil war, following the 29 November 1947 

adoption of the United Nations Partition Plan for 

Palestine which planned to divide Palestine into 

three areas: an Arab state, a Jewish state and the 

Special International Regime for the cities of 

Jerusalem and Bethlehem. On 15 May 1948 the 

ongoing civil war transformed into an inter-

state conflict between Israel and the Arab states, 

following the Israeli Declaration of 

Independence the previous day. A combined 

invasion by Egypt, Jordan and Syria, together 

with expeditionary forces from Iraq, entered 

Palestine - Jordan having declared privately to 

Yishuv emissaries on 2 May it would abide by a 

decision not to attack the Jewish state. The 

invading forces took control of the Arab areas 

and immediately attacked Israeli forces and 

several Jewish settlements. The 10 months of 

fighting, interrupted by several truce periods, 

took place mostly on the former territory of the 

British Mandate and for a short time also in the 

Sinai Peninsula and southern Lebanon. 

 

Berlin Blockade begins. One of the first major international crises of the 

Cold War. During the multinational occupation 

of post–World War II Germany, the Soviet Union 

blocked the Western Allies' railway, road, and 

canal access to the sectors of Berlin under 

Western control. The Soviets offered to drop the 

blockade if the Western Allies withdrew the 

newly introduced Deutschmark from West 
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 Berlin. 

In response, the Western Allies organized the 

Berlin airlift to carry supplies to the people of 

West Berlin. Aircrews from the US Air Force, the 

British Royal Air Force, the Royal Canadian Air 

Force, the Royal Australian Air Force, the Royal 

New Zealand Air Force, and the South African 

Air Force, flew over 200,000 flights in one year, 

providing to the West Berliners up to 8,893 tons 

of necessities each day, such as fuel and food. 

The Soviets did not disrupt the airlift for fear 

this might lead to open conflict. 

Marshall Plan; founding of the OECD and the 

World Health Organization.  

The Marshall Plan was an American initiative to 

aid Western Europe, in economic support to help 

rebuild Western European economies after the 

end of World War II. 

Assassination of Mohandas Gandhi.   

The independence of Burma (Myanmar) from 

the British.  

 

Beginning of apartheid in South Africa.  Under apartheid, the rights, associations, and 

movements of the majority black inhabitants 

and other ethnic groups were curtailed and 

Afrikaner minority rule was maintained. 

Division of North and South Korea.   

First Indo-Pakistani War ends.   

 

The Soviet Sever-2 expedition become the first 

party to indisputably set foot on the North Pole. 

 

Creation of NATO.  The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is an 

intergovernmental military alliance based on the 

North Atlantic Treaty which constitutes a 

system of collective defence whereby its member 

states agree to mutual defense in response to an 

attack by any external party. 

Berlin Blockade ends.   

1949 

Partition of Germany into the Soviet socialist 

German Democratic Republic and the NATO-

backed Federal Republic of Germany.  
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COMECON founded by USSR and the Eastern 

Bloc.  

The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance was 

an economic organization that comprised the 

countries of the Eastern Bloc along with a 

number of communist states elsewhere in the 

world. The Comecon was meant to prevent 

countries in the Soviets’ sphere of influence 

from moving towards that of the Americans and 

South-East Asia. 

 

Eastern Bloc was the name used by NATO-

affiliated countries for the former communist 

states of Central and Eastern Europe, generally 

the Soviet Union and the countries of the 

Warsaw Pact. 

Partition of Kashmir.  A geographical region in the north-west of the 

Indian subcontinent. 

Establishment of the People's Republic of China 

under Mao Zedong; The Republic of China 

relocates to Taiwan.  

 

 

Soviet Union tests atomic bomb.  
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1950s 
 

Communist victory in the Landing Operation on 

Hainan Island and Wanshan Archipelago 

Campaign end the Chinese Civil War.  

The Landing Operation on Hainan Island was a 

series of battles fought between the Kuomintang 

(Nationalists) (National Revolutionary Army, 

NRA) and the People's Liberation Army (PLA) 

during the Chinese Civil War and resulted in a 

PLA victory. 

 

The Wanshan Archipelago Campaign 

(万山群岛战役) was a campaign fought between 

the communist and the nationalist forces during 

the Chinese Civil War for the control of Wanshan 

Archipelago (Wanshan Qundao,万山群岛), and 

resulted in communist victory. 

Beginning of the Korean War.  A war between North and South Korea, in which 

a United Nations force led by the United States 

of America fought for the South, and China 

fought for the North, which was also assisted by 

the Soviet Union. The war arose from the 

division of Korea at the end of World War II and 

from the global tensions of the Cold War that 

developed immediately afterwards. 

1950 

Lhamo Dondrub becomes the 14th Dalai Lama of 

Tibet. 

 

Colombo Plan comes into effect.  The Colombo Plan is a regional organisation that 

embodies the concept of collective 

intergovernmental effort to strengthen 

economic and social development of member 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region. The 

primary focus of all Colombo Plan activities is on 

human resources development. 

1951 

Treaty of San Francisco ends the Occupation of 

Japan and formally concludes hostilities between 

Japan and the US. 

 

1952 European Defence Community formed. The European Defence Community (EDC) was a 

plan proposed in response to the American call 

for the rearmament of West Germany. The 
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 intention was to form a pan-European defence 

force as an alternative to Germany's proposed 

accession to NATO, meant to harness its military 

potential in case of conflict with the Soviet bloc. 

The EDC was to include West Germany, France, 

Italy, and the Benelux countries. A treaty was 

signed on 27 May 1952, but the plan never went 

into effect. 

Egyptian Revolution under Gamal Abdel Nasser 

overthrows King Farouk and ends British 

occupation.  

 

Death of King George VI.  King of the United Kingdom. 

Queen Elizabeth II becomes Monarch of the 

Commonwealth realms.  

 

Bonn–Paris conventions end allied occupation of 

West Germany.  

 

Slansky Trial in Czechoslovakia.  A show trial against elements of the Communist 

Party of Czechoslovakia (KSČ) who were thought 

to have adopted the line of the maverick 

Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito. On 20 November 

1952, Rudolf Slánský, General Secretary of the 

KSČ, and 13 other leading party members, 11 of 

them Jews, were accused of participating in a 

Trotskyite-Titoite-Zionist conspiracy and 

convicted: 11 including Slánský were hanged in 

Prague and three were sentenced to life 

imprisonment. 

First Lady of Argentina Eva Perón dies of cancer 

aged 33. 

 

 

Detonation of the hydrogen bomb. A thermonuclear weapon is a nuclear weapon 

that uses the energy from a primary nuclear 

fission reaction to compress and ignite a 

secondary nuclear fusion reaction. The result is 

greatly increased explosive power when 

compared to single-stage fission weapons. It is 

colloquially referred to as a hydrogen bomb or 

H-bomb because it employs hydrogen fusion. 

The fission stage in such weapons is required to 

cause the fusion that occurs in thermonuclear 
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 weapons. 

First scheduled flight by commercial jet.   

Development of the first effective polio vaccine 

by Jonas Salk.  

 

 

Mau Mau Uprising begins in Kenya. A military conflict that took place in British 

Kenya. It involved Kikuyu-dominated groups 

summarily called Mau Mau, the white settlers 

including women and children and elements of 

the British Army, the local Kenya Regiment 

mostly consisting of the British, auxiliaries, and 

anti-Mau Mau Kikuyu. 

Independence of Cambodia.   

Discovery of the three-dimensional structure of 

DNA.  

 

First ascent of Mount Everest. The 1953 British Mount Everest expedition was 

the ninth mountaineering expedition to attempt 

the first ascent of Mount Everest, and the first 

confirmed to have succeeded when Edmund 

Hillary and Tenzing Norgay reached the summit 

on Friday, 29 May 1953. 

1953 

Mohammed Mossadeq deposed in Iran. Mossadeq was an Iranian politician. He was the 

democratically elected Prime Minister of Iran 

from 1951 until 1953, when his government was 

overthrown in a coup d'état orchestrated by the 

American CIA and the British Secret Intelligence 

Service. 

The coup was the overthrow of the 

democratically elected Prime Minister 

Mohammad Mosaddegh in favour of 

strengthening the monarchical rule of 

Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. 

His administration introduced a range of 

progressive social and political reforms such as 

social security, rent control, and land reforms. 

His government's most notable policy, however, 

was the nationalization of the Iranian oil 

industry, which had been under British control 

since 1913 through the Anglo-Persian Oil  
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 Company (APOC / AIOC). Mosaddegh was 

removed from power in a coup in 1953, and 

imprisoned for three years, then put under 

house arrest until his death and was buried in 

his own home so as to prevent a political furor 

(outburst). 

End of the Korean War.  

Death of Joseph Stalin; East German Uprising 

leads to the arrest and execution of Lavrentiy 

Beria; power struggle begins between Georgy 

Malenkov and Nikita Khrushchev.  

Stalin is said to have been poisoned by Beria. 

Beria was the longest-lived and most influential 

of Stalin's secret police chiefs. 

 

Elvis Presley's musical career is launched.  

Paris Treaty establishes Western European 

Union 

An international organisation and military 

alliance tasked with implementing the Modified 

Treaty of Brussels (for mutual defence between 

Belgium, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands 

and the United Kingdom). 

Supreme Court of the United States decides 

Brown v. Board of Education, ordering an end to 

racial segregation in public schools. 

 

Rock Around the Clock by Bill Haley and His 

Comets, brings rock and roll to the American 

mainstream.  

 

The Soviet Union generates first electricity by 

nuclear power.  

 

First Indochina War ends.   

Algerian War begins.  A war between France and the Algerian 

independence movements from 1954 to 1962, 

which led to Algeria gaining its independence 

from France. 

1954 

First Taiwan Strait Crisis begins. Short armed conflict that took place between the 

governments of the People's Republic of China 

(PRC) and the Republic of China (ROC). The PRC 

seized the Yijiangshan Islands, forcing the ROC 

to abandon the Tachen Islands. The United 

States and the ROC Navies joined forces to 

evacuate ROC military personnel and civilians 

from the Tachen Islands to Taiwan. 
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Nikita Khrushchev assumes control of the Soviet 

Union.  

 

Signing of the Warsaw Pact.  A collective defense treaty among eight 

communist states of Central and Eastern Europe 

in existence during the Cold War, led by the 

USSR. 

First Sudanese Civil War begins. Conflict from 1955 to 1972 between the northern 

part of Sudan and the southern Sudan region 

that demanded representation and more 

regional autonomy. Half a million people died 

over the 17 years of war. 

First Taiwan Strait Crisis ends.   

Antimatter first produced.  Material composed of antiparticles, which have 

the same mass as particles of ordinary matter 

but opposite charges, as well as other particle 

properties such as lepton and baryon numbers 

and quantum spin. 

1955 

Formation of the Central Treaty Organization. The Baghdad Pact was formed by Iran, Iraq, 

Pakistan, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. 

Independence of Sudan and Tunisia and full 

independence of Pakistan.  

 

French Fifth Republic established.   

The Hungarian Uprising crushed by Soviet 

troops.  

 

Nasser's nationalisation of the Suez Canal 

triggers the Suez crisis.  

The Suez crisis was an invasion of Egypt by 

Israel, followed by Britain and France. The aims 

were to regain Western control of the Suez Canal 

and to remove Egyptian President Gamal Abdel 

Nasser from power. 

1956 

Brasilia constructed.  

1957 Launch of Sputnik 1 and the beginning of the 

Space Age.  

The first artificial Earth satellite. The Soviet 

Union launched it into an elliptical low Earth 

orbit on 4 October 1957. It was a 58 cm diameter 

polished metal sphere, with four external radio 

antennae to broadcast radio pulses. It was 

visible all around the Earth and its radio pulses 

were detectable. 
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Independence of Ghana (from Britain).   

Treaty of Rome, which would eventually lead to 

the European Union.  

 

Harold Macmillan become British Prime 

Minister.  

 

 

First prescription of the combined oral 

contraceptive pill. 

 

Great Chinese Famine begins in China.   

NASA, the U.S. Federal Aviation Authority and 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 

founded.  

 

CND's symbol, the peace sign, is first used.   

Invention of the optical disc and the cassette 

tape.  

 

1958 

Second Taiwan Strait Crisis. A conflict that took place between the People's 

Republic of China (PRC) and the Taiwan 

(Republic of China; ROC) governments in which 

the PRC shelled the islands of Kinmen and the 

nearby Matsu Islands along the east coast of the 

PRC (in the Taiwan Strait) in an attempt to drive 

away the ROC Army. 

Cuban Revolution.  An armed revolt conducted by Fidel Castro's 26th 

of July Movement and its allies against the U.S.-

backed authoritarian government of Cuban 

President Fulgencio Batista. The revolution 

began in July 1953, and continued sporadically 

until the rebels finally ousted Batista on 1 

January 1959, replacing his government with a 

revolutionary socialist state. 

Independence of Cyprus and Singapore (from 

the UK).  

 

Admission of Alaska and Hawaii into the United 

States.  

 

Uprising in Tibet against China leads to the exile 

of the Dalai Lama.  

 

1959 

First documented AIDS cases.  
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Beginning of the Vietnam War. The Resistance War Against America was fought 

between North Vietnam—supported by the 

Soviet Union, China and other communist 

allies—and the government of South Vietnam—

supported by the United States, Philippines and 

other anti-communist allies. 

First images of the far side of the Moon.   

Richie Valens, Buddy Holly and The Big Bopper 

die in a plane crash. 

 

By this time, the gulag has been effectively 

disbanded, after over a million recorded deaths.  

The government agency that administered the 

main Soviet forced labor camp systems during 

the Stalin era. 

 

World population reaches 3 billion.  
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1960s 
 

European Free Trade Association formed.  A common market consisting of four European 

countries that operates in parallel with – and is 

linked to – the European Union. 

1960 U-2 incident sparks deterioration in 

relations between superpowers.  

Happened during the Cold War on 1 May 1960, 

when a United States U-2 spy plane was shot 

down from Soviet airspace. The aircraft, was 

performing aerial reconnaissance (scouting or 

exploring) when it was hit by an S-75 Dvina 

(SA-2 Guideline) surface-to-air missile and 

crashed in Sverdlovsk. Pilot Francis Gary Powers 

was captured. 

Year of Africa: Independence of 17 African 

nations.  

 

Assassination of Patrice Lumumba.  A Congolese independence leader and the first 

democratically elected leader of the Congo. 

Congo Crisis. A period of political upheaval and conflict in the 

Republic of the Congo between 1960 and 1965. It 

began almost immediately after the Congo 

became independent from Belgium and ended, 

unofficially, with the entire country under the 

rule of Joseph-Désiré Mobutu. 

Khrushchev withdraws Soviet cooperation with 

China, initiating the Sino-Soviet split.  

The deterioration of political and ideological 

relations between the neighboring states of 

People's Republic of China (PRC) and the Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) during the 

Cold War. 

The Birth control pill becomes commercially 

available. 

 

1960 

Sharpeville Massacre in South Africa. Occurred at the police station in the South 

African township of Sharpeville in Transvaal 

(today part of Gauteng). After a day of 

demonstrations against the Pass laws, a crowd of 

about 5,000 to 7,000 black African protesters 

went to the police station. The South African 

Police opened fire on the crowd, killing 69 

people. Sources disagree as to the behaviour of 
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 the crowd; some state that the crowd was 

peaceful, while others state that the crowd had 

been hurling stones at the police, and that the 

shooting started when the crowd started 

advancing toward the fence around the police 

station. In present-day South Africa, 21 March is 

celebrated as a public holiday in honour of 

human rights and to commemorate the 

Sharpeville massacre. 

United States presidential election, 1960 marks 

the first televised debates between presidential 

candidates.  

 

Mau Mau Uprising ends.   

First manned descent to the deepest point on 

Earth, the Mariana Trench.  

 

Construction of the first laser.   

The Beatles form in Liverpool, England.   

 

Muhammad Ali wins gold in Rome. American former professional boxer, generally 

considered among the greatest heavyweights in 

the history of the sport 

Great Leap Forward ends in China after the 

deaths of roughly 20 million people.  

The Great Leap Forward of the People's Republic 

of China (PRC) was an economic and social 

campaign by the Communist Party of China 

(CPC), aimed to rapidly transform the country 

from an agrarian economy (producing and 

maintaining crops and farmland) into a socialist 

society (social ownership and democratic control 

of the means of production) through rapid 

industrialization (re-organisation of an economy 

for the purpose of manufacturing) and 

collectivization (various types of agricultural 

production in which several farmers run their 

holdings as a joint enterprise). Some critics 

consider this campaign to have caused the Great 

Chinese Famine. 

1961 

Construction of the Berlin Wall. A barrier that divided Berlin from 1961 to 1989. 

Constructed by the German Democratic Republic 

(GDR, East Germany), the wall completely cut 
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 off (by land) West Berlin from surrounding East 

Germany and from East Berlin. The barrier 

included guard towers placed along large 

concrete walls, which circumscribed a wide area 

(later known as the "death strip") that 

contained anti-vehicle trenches, "fakir beds" 

(bed of nails) and other defenses.  

 

The Eastern Bloc claimed that the wall was 

erected to protect its population from fascist 

elements conspiring to prevent the "will of the 

people" in building a socialist state in East 

Germany. In practice, the Wall served to prevent 

the massive emigration and defection 

(withdrawing support) that had marked East 

Germany and the communist Eastern Bloc 

during the post-World War II period. 

 

Fascist = advocating an authoritarian 

(characteristic of an absolute ruler) hierarchical 

government. 

First human spaceflight. Yuri Gagarin, the first person in space, and the 

first person to orbit the Earth. 

 

UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjöld dies in 

a plane crash. 

 

Cuban missile crisis.  A 13-day confrontation between the United 

States and the Soviet Union over Soviet ballistic 

missiles deployed in Cuba. It played out on 

television worldwide and was the closest the 

Cold War came to escalating into a full-scale 

nuclear war. 

Algerian war ends with the independence of 

Algeria. 

War between France and the Algerian 

independence movements which led to Algeria 

gaining its independence from France. 

1962 

The Beatles' first record and the beginnings of 

the British Invasion. 

The British Invasion was a phenomenon that 

occurred in the mid-1960s when rock and pop 

music acts from the United Kingdom, as well as 

other aspects of British culture, became popular 

in the United States, and significant to the rising 
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 "counterculture" on both sides of the Atlantic. 

Death of Marilyn Monroe. An American actress and model. 

Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation begins.  A violent conflict that stemmed from 

Indonesia's opposition to the creation of 

Malaysia. 

A coup ends the Mutawakkilite Kingdom of 

Yemen and establishes the Yemen Arab Republic.  

 

North Yemen Civil War begins.  Fought in North Yemen between royalist 

partisans of the Mutawakkilite Kingdom and 

supporters of the Yemen Arab Republic. 

Sino-Indian War.  A war between China and India mainly over the 

disputed Himalayan border. 

 

Second Vatican Council is opened by Pope John 

XXIII. 

 

Independence of Kenya and creation of Malaysia 

Birmingham campaign.  

The Birmingham campaign was a movement 

organized by the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference (SCLC) to bring attention to the 

integration efforts of African Americans in 

Birmingham, Alabama. The campaign of 

nonviolent direct action culminated in widely 

publicized confrontations between young black 

students and white civic authorities, and 

eventually led the municipal government to 

change the city's discrimination laws. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. delivers "I Have a 

Dream" at the March on Washington.  

A public speech in which he calls for an end to 

racism in the United States. 

Assassination of John F. Kennedy.   

Launch of the first geostationary satellite.  A satellite in geosynchronous orbit, with an 

orbital period the same as the Earth's rotation 

period. 

1963 

Paul VI becomes Pope.  

Leonid Brezhnev ousts Khrushchev and assumes 

power in the Soviet Union.  

 

Independence of Malta, Malawi and Tanzania.   

1964 

Civil Rights Act abolishes segregation 

(separatism) in the USA.  

 

Outlawed discrimination based on race, color, 

religion, gender, or national origin. 
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Colombian armed conflict begins. Began approximately in 1964 or 1966 and is an 

ongoing low-intensity asymmetric war between 

the Colombian government, paramilitary 

groups, crime syndicates and left-wing 

guerrillas such as the Revolutionary Armed 

Forces of Colombia, and the National Liberation 

Army (ELN), fighting each other to increase 

their influence in Colombian territory. 

The Beatles first visit to the United States.   

Rhodesian Bush War begins. The conflict pitted three forces against one 

another: the Rhodesian government, (under 

British Ian Smith); the Zimbabwe African National 

Liberation Army (the military wing of Robert 

Mugabe's Zimbabwe African National Union); 

and the Zimbabwe People's Revolutionary Army (of 

Joshua Nkomo's Zimbabwe African People's 

Union). 

 

First close-up images of Mars  

Deaths of Winston Churchill and Malcolm X.  Malcolm X was an American Muslim minister 

and a human rights activist. To his admirers he 

was a courageous advocate for the rights of 

blacks, a man who indicted white America in the 

harshest terms for its crimes against black 

Americans; detractors accused him of preaching 

racism and violence. He has been called one of 

the greatest and most influential African 

Americans in history. 

Congo Crisis ends; Joseph Mobutu becomes 

dictator of the Congo. 

 

1965 

Anti-Communist purge in Indonesia kills up to 

500,000 people. 

Anti-communist purge following a failed coup 

of the 30 September Movement (Gestapu) in 

Indonesia. The purge was a pivotal event in the 

transition to the "New Order" and the 

elimination of the Indonesian Communist Party 

(PKI) as a political force. 

 

Gestapu was a self-proclaimed organization of 

Indonesian National Armed Forces members 

who, in the early hours of 1 October 1965, 
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 assassinated six Indonesian Army generals in an 

abortive coup d'état. 

Second Indo-Pakistani War.  The conflict began following Pakistan's 

Operation Gibraltar, which was designed to 

infiltrate forces into Jammu and Kashmir to 

precipitate an insurgency against Indian rule. 

India retaliated by launching a full-scale 

military attack on West Pakistan. 

 

Precipitate = (bring about abruptly) 

 

Insurgency = An organized rebellion aimed at 

overthrowing a constituted government through 

the use of subversion and armed conflict 

 

Second Vatican Council is closed by Pope Paul VI.  

Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation ends.   

China's Cultural Revolution begins.  A social-political movement that took place to 

preserve 'true' Communist ideology in the 

country by purging remnants of capitalist and 

traditional elements from Chinese society, and 

to re-impose Maoist thought as the dominant 

ideology within the Party. The Revolution 

marked the return of Mao Zedong to a position 

of power after the Great Leap Forward. The 

movement paralyzed China politically and 

significantly affected the country economically 

and socially. 

1966 

Independence of Lesotho, Botswana and 

Barbados. 

(from the UK) 

1967 Summer of Love A social phenomenon that occurred during the 

summer of 1967, when as many as 100,000 

people converged (came together) in the 

Haight-Ashbury neighborhood of San Francisco. 

The city became even more of a melting pot of 

politics, music, drugs, creativity, and the total 

lack of sexual and social inhibition than it 

already was. 

As the hippie counterculture movement came 
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 further forward into public awareness, the 

activities centered therein became a defining 

moment of the 1960s,[2] causing numerous 

'ordinary citizens' to begin questioning 

everything and anything about them and their 

environment as a result. 

 

A hippie (or hippy) is a member of a 

counterculture, originally a youth movement 

that started in the United States and United 

Kingdom during the mid-1960s and spread to 

other countries around the world. The word 

hippie came from hipster and was initially used to 

describe beatniks who had moved into New York 

City's Greenwich Village and San Francisco's 

Haight-Ashbury district. 

 

Counterculture = a subculture whose values and 

norms of behavior differ substantially from 

those of mainstream society, often in opposition 

to mainstream cultural mores. 

 

Beatniks = media stereotype prevalent 

throughout the 1950s to mid-1960s that 

displayed the more superficial aspects of the 

Beat Generation literary movement of the 1950s. 

Elements of the beatnik trope included drug use, 

and pseudo-intellectualism, along with a 

cartoonish depiction of the real-life people. 

 

Six Day War. Fought by Israel and the neighboring states of 

Egypt (known at the time as the United Arab 

Republic), Jordan, and Syria. 

It was the third of the Arab-Israeli wars. Israel’s 

decisive victory included the capture of the Sinai 

Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, Old City of 

Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights; the status of 

these territories subsequently became a major 

point of contention in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
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Attempted secession of the Republic of Biafra 

from Nigeria triggers the Nigerian Civil War.  

The inhabitants were mostly the Igbo people 

who led the secession due to economic, ethnic, 

cultural and religious tensions among the 

various peoples of Nigeria, pushing for 

recognition of the new state. 

ASEAN founded.  The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a 

political and economic organization of ten 

Southeast Asian countries. Its aims include 

accelerating economic growth, social progress, 

and sociocultural evolution among its members, 

protection of regional peace and stability, and 

opportunities for member countries to resolve 

differences peacefully. 

The Beatles release their landmark album Sgt. 

Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band.  

 

 

Australian Prime Minister Harold Holt 

disappears while swimming at Cheviot Beach, 

Victoria. 

 

Assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

Robert F. Kennedy during the Poor People's 

Campaign.  

The Poor People's Campaign was an effort to 

gain economic justice for poor people in the 

United States. It was organized by Martin Luther 

King, Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference, and carried out under the leadership 

of Ralph Abernathy in the wake of King's 

assassination. 

Prague Spring crushed by Eastern Bloc military 

intervention.  

A period of political liberalization in 

Czechoslovakia during the era of its domination 

by the Soviet Union after World War II. 

May 1968 protests in France.  Civil unrest in France that was punctuated by 

demonstrations and massive general strikes as 

well as the occupation of universities and 

factories across France. 

1968 

The Troubles begin in Northern Ireland. Ethno-nationalist conflict in Northern Ireland 

that spilled over at various times into parts of 

the Republic of Ireland, England and mainland 

Europe. The conflict was primarily political with 

strong ethnic and sectarian dimensions, 

although it was never about religious belief. A 

key issue was the constitutional status of 
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 Northern Ireland.  

Tet Offensive occurs in South Vietnam. One of the largest military campaigns of the 

Vietnam War, launched by forces of the Viet 

Cong and North Vietnamese People's Army of 

Vietnam (communists) against the forces of 

South Vietnam, the United States, and their 

allies. The name of the offensive comes from the 

Tet holiday, the Vietnamese New Year, when the 

first major attacks took place. 

Moon landings. The first human-made object to reach the 

surface of the Moon was the Soviet Union's Luna 2 

mission, on 13 September 1959. 

The United States' Apollo 11 was the first manned 

mission to land on the Moon, on 20 July 1969. 

Woodstock festival.  Music & Art Fair in which 32 acts performed 

outdoors before an audience of 400,000 people 

during a sometimes rainy weekend. 

Sino-Soviet border conflict.  A seven-month undeclared military conflict 

between the Soviet Union and China at the 

height of the Sino-Soviet split, about the 

borderlines. 

Creation of ARPANET, the earliest incarnation of 

the Internet.  

 

1969 

Muammar Gaddafi overthrows King Idris of 

Libya in a Coup d'état and establishes the Libyan 

Arab Republic. 

Coup d'état = the sudden and illegal seizure of a 

state, usually instigated by a small group of the 

existing government establishment to depose 

the established regime and replace it with a new 

ruling body. A coup d'état is considered 

successful when the usurpers establish their 

dominance. If a coup fails, a civil war may 

ensue. 
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1970s 
 

Nigerian Civil War ends with the reintegration of 

the Republic of Biafra with Nigeria after ~3 

million deaths.  

 

Edward Heath becomes Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom.  

 

Polish 1970 protests. The protests were sparked by a sudden increase 

of prices of food and other everyday items. As a 

result of the riots, which were put down by the 

Polish People's Army and the Citizen's Militia, at 

least 42 people were killed and more than 1,000 

wounded 

Cambodian Civil War begins.  Conflict that pitted the forces of the Communist 

Party of Kampuchea and their allies (the 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam - North Vietnam, 

and the Viet Cong), against the government 

forces of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the 

Khmer Republic (which were supported by the 

United States and the Republic of Vietnam - South 

Vietnam). The Cambodian civil war led to the 

Cambodian Genocide, one of the bloodiest in 

history. 

Kent State massacre leaves four students dead 

and nine injured.  

Occurred in the US city of Kent, Ohio, and 

involved the shooting of unarmed college 

students by the Ohio National Guard. Some of 

the students who were shot had been protesting 

the Cambodian Campaign, which President 

Richard Nixon announced during a television 

address. Other students who were shot had been 

walking nearby or observing the protest from a 

distance. 

Yemeni Civil War ends.  

1970 

Ratification of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty. 

An international treaty whose objective is to 

prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and 

weapons technology, to promote cooperation in 

the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, and to 

further the goal of achieving nuclear 

disarmament and general and complete 
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 disarmament 

Containerisation adopted globally, massively 

boosting global trade.  

A system of intermodal freight transport using 

intermodal containers made of weathering steel. 

Maiden flight of the Boeing 747.   

Bhola Cyclone kills 500,000 people in East 

Pakistan. 

 

Black September in Jordan begins.  Jordanian Civil War, fought between the 

Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO, under the 

leadership of Yasser Arafat), and the Jordanian 

Armed Forces (under the leadership of King 

Hussein). 

At its core the civil war sought to determine if 

Jordan would be ruled by the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation or the Hashemite 

Monarchy. 

Death of Gamal Abdel Nasser. The second President of Egypt. 

Anwar Sadat becomes President of Egypt.   

Deaths of Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin. Jimi Hendrix, an American musician, died in 

London, aged 27 years, due to “Inhalation of 

vomit due to barbiturate intoxication”. 

 

Janis Joplin was an American singer-songwriter, 

who died in Los Angeles, aged 27, due to 

overdose of heroin. 

 

FLQ seizes hostages, causing Prime Minister 

Pierre Elliot Trudeau of Canada to issue the War 

Measures Act 

FLQ = a separatist paramilitary group in Quebec.  

The War Measures Act = a statute of the 

Parliament of Canada that provided for the 

declaration of war, invasion, or insurrection, 

and the types of emergency measures that could 

thereby be taken. 

Black September in Jordan ends.   

Bangladesh Liberation War ends in 

independence of Bangladesh from Pakistan and 

precipitates Third Indo-Pakistani War.  

 

1971 

Internment begins in Northern Ireland. Operation Demetrius was a British Army operation 

in Northern Ireland during the Troubles (ethno-

nationalist conflict). It involved the mass arrest 
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 and internment (imprisonment without trial) of 

342 people suspected of being involved with the 

Irish Republican Army (IRA), which was waging 

a campaign against the state. 

Invention of the microchip.   

Idi Amin seizes power in Uganda.  

Completion of the World Trade Center (North 

tower).  

 

Joseph Mobutu renames The Republic of the Congo 

Zaire.  

 

Greenpeace founded. A non-governmental environmental 

organization that focuses its campaigning on 

worldwide issues such as climate change, 

deforestation, overfishing, commercial whaling, 

genetic engineering, and anti-nuclear issues. 

 

COINTELPRO officially ends. COunter INTELligence PROgram was a series of 

covert, and at times illegal, projects conducted 

by the United States FBI aimed at surveilling, 

infiltrating, discrediting, and disrupting 

domestic political organizations. 

Northern Ireland's Bloody Sunday.  British soldiers shot 26 unarmed civilians during 

a protest march against internment. 

First Sudanese Civil War ends.   

Martial law declared in the Philippines by 

President Ferdinand E. Marcos.  

Martial law is the imposition of the highest-

ranking military officer as the military governor 

or as the head of the government, thus 

removing all power from the previous executive, 

legislative, and judicial branches of government. 

It is usually imposed temporarily when the 

government or civilian authorities fail to 

function effectively (e.g., maintain order and 

security, or provide essential services). 

1972 

Munich massacre occurs at the 1972 Summer 

Olympics in Munich, Germany. 

The Munich massacre was an attack on eleven 

Israeli Olympic team members, who were taken 

hostage and eventually killed, along with a 

German police officer, by the Palestinian 

terrorist group Black September. 
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1973 Chilean coup d'état.  Following an extended period of social and 

political unrest between the center-right 

dominated Congress of Chile and the elected 

socialist President Salvador Allende, as well as 

economic warfare ordered by US President Richard 

Nixon, Allende was overthrown by the armed 

forces and national police 

Yom Kippur War. A war fought by the coalition of Arab states led 

by Egypt and Syria against Israel. Egypt and 

Syria wanted to regain the Sinai and the Golan 

Heights respectively. Egyptian President Anwar 

Sadat wanted also to reopen the Suez Canal. 

Beginning of the Watergate scandal. The Watergate scandal was a major political 

scandal that occurred in the United States as a 

result of break-in at the Democratic National 

Committee (DNC) headquarters at the Watergate 

office complex in Washington, D.C., and 

President Richard Nixon's administration's 

attempted cover-up of its involvement 

First space station, Skylab, is launched.   

The Supreme Court of the United States decides 

Roe v. Wade.  

A landmark decision by the United States 

Supreme Court on the issue of abortion. 

Death of Pablo Picasso.  

First close-up images of Jupiter.   

1973 

The Sears Tower is completed. The Willis Tower, built as and still commonly 

referred to as Sears Tower, is a 108-story, 442 m 

skyscraper in Chicago 

Turkish occupation of Cyprus.   1974 

Carnation Revolution in Portugal begins 

transition to democracy. 

The revolution started as a military coup 

organized by the Armed Forces Movement 

(Portuguese: Movimento das Forças Armadas, MFA) 

composed of military officers who opposed the 

regime, but was soon coupled with an 

unanticipated and popular campaign of civil 

resistance. This movement would lead to the fall 

of the Estado Novo and the withdrawal of 

Portugal from its African colonies and East Timor 

(a sovereign country in Maritime Southeast 
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 Asia). 

 

Civil Resistance = political action that relies on 

the use of nonviolent resistance by civil groups 

to challenge a particular power, force, policy or 

regime. 

 

Estado Novo = the Second Republic, was the 

corporatist authoritarian regime installed in 

Portugal in 1933, often considered to be a fascist 

regime.  

Emperor Haile Selassie I of Ethiopia is 

overthrown in a military coup.  

The new Provisional Military Administrative 

Council established a one-party communist 

state which was called People's Democratic 

Republic of Ethiopia. 

First close-up images of Mercury.   

Discovery of "Lucy" (Australopithecus afarensis) 

in Tanzania's Olduvai Gorge.  

An extinct hominid that lived between 3.9 and 

2.9 million years ago. 

World population reaches 4 billion.   

 

Resignation of US President Richard Nixon.  

End of Vietnam War and Fall of Saigon.  Saigon was the capital of South Vietnam. 

Death of Spanish general and dictator Francisco 

Franco; Juan Carlos I becomes King of Spain.  

 

Haile Selassie I dies in mysterious 

circumstances.  

Believed to have been assassinated. 

Russian composer and pianist Dmitri 

Shostakovich dies.  

 

Cambodian Civil War ends with victory for the 

Khmer Rouge.  

Khmer Rouge was the name given to the 

followers of the Communist Party of 

Kampuchea. 

The Killing Fields murders begin.  A number of sites in Cambodia where 

collectively more than a million people were 

killed and buried by the communist Khmer Rouge 

regime. The mass killings are widely regarded as 

part of a broad state-sponsored genocide. 

1975 

First Cricket World Cup hosted. Held in England. 
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First outbreak of the Ebola virus.  Causes a severe and often fatal hemorrhagic 

fever (bleeding) in humans and other mammals. 

Death of Mao Zedong.  Chinese Communist revolutionary and the 

founding father of the People's Republic of 

China. 

End of Cultural Revolution in China.   

Steve Wozniak invented the Apple I and Steve 

Jobs then convinced Wozniak to sell the system, 

giving birth to Apple Computer.  

 

1976 

Church Committee established. It was the United States Senate Select Committee to 

Study Governmental Operations with Respect to 

Intelligence Activities, investigating CIA, FBI, 

NSA Intelligence Agencies. 

Introduction of the first mass-produced 

personal computers.  

 

Launch of the Voyager (American) spacecraft, 

currently the most distant man-made objects in 

the universe.  

 

Queen Alia of Jordan is killed in helicopter crash.   

Elvis Presley dies.   

Tenerife disaster marks the deadliest accident in 

aviation history.  

A fatal runway collision between two Boeing 

747s on the Spanish island of Tenerife, one of 

the Canary Islands. The crash killed 583 people. 

1977 

Shaba I conflict involves Safari Club. Shaba I was a conflict in Zaire's Shaba (Katanga) 

Province. It began when the Front for the National 

Liberation of the Congo (FNLC), a group of about 

2,000 Katangan Congolese soldiers crossed the 

border into Shaba from Angola. The FNLC made 

quick progress through the region, due to 

sympathizing locals and to the disorganization 

of the Zairian military (FAZ). Motivated by anti-

Communism and by economic interests, the 

Western Bloc and China sent assistance to 

support the Mobutu regime (FAZ). The most 

significant intervention, orchestrated by the 

Safari Club, featured a French airlift of Moroccan 

troops into the war zone. Mobutu won a public 

relations victory. 
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  The Safari Club was an alliance of intelligence 

services formed to fight the Cold War in Africa. 

Its formal members were Iran, Egypt, Saudi 

Arabia, Morocco and France. 

Invention of artificial insulin.  A peptide hormone produced by beta cells in the 

pancreas. It regulates the metabolism of 

carbohydrates and fats by promoting the 

absorption of glucose from the blood to skeletal 

muscles and fat tissue, and by causing fat to be 

stored rather than used for energy. Insulin also 

inhibits the production of glucose by the liver. 

Discovery of Pluto's moon Charon.   

Independence of Tuvalu.  Ellice Islands, is a Polynesian island nation 

located in the Pacific Ocean, midway between 

Hawaii and Australia. 

Jim Jones's New religious movement The Peoples 

Temple ends in the organized mass killing and 

suicide of 920 people.  

New Religious Movement is just an alternative 

to the word cult. 

 

Jones was the founder and leader of the Peoples 

Temple. 

 

The people died from apparent cyanide 

poisoning, in an event termed "revolutionary 

suicide". 

Birth of the first test-tube baby.  Louise Brown was born as result of  

In vitro fertilization (IVF). 

Cambodian-Vietnamese War begins. Armed conflict between the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam and Democratic Kampuchea. Vietnam 

launched an invasion of Cambodia. 

1978 

Uganda–Tanzania War begins. Led to the overthrow of Idi Amin's regime. Idi 

Amin's forces included thousands of troops sent 

by Libya, and some Palestinian support. 

After Amin seized power in a military coup in 

1971, the Tanzanian leader Julius Nyerere offered 

sanctuary to Uganda's ousted president, Milton 

Obote. Obote was joined by 20,000 refugees 

fleeing Amin's attempts to wipe out opposition. 

A year later, a group of exiles based in Tanzania 
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 attempted, unsuccessfully, to invade Uganda and 

remove Amin. Amin blamed Nyerere for backing 

and arming his enemies. The relationship 

between Uganda and Tanzania remained 

strained for many years. 

 

When General Mustafa Adrisi, Amin's Vice 

President, was injured in a suspicious car 

accident, troops loyal to Adrisi mutinied 

(rebelled). Amin sent troops against the 

mutineers some of whom had fled across the 

Tanzanian border. The rebellion spilled over into 

Tanzania, where Tanzania-based anti-Amin 

exiles joined the fighting against Amin's troops. 

Uganda declared a state of war against Tanzania, 

and sent troops to invade and annex part of the 

Kagera region of Tanzania, which Amin claimed 

belonged to Uganda. 

The Tanzanian Army acquired a Soviet BM 

Katyusha rocket launcher (known in Uganda as 

saba saba), with which they started to fire on 

targets in Uganda. The Ugandan Army retreated 

steadily. Libya's Muammar Gaddafi sent 2,500 

troops to aid Amin, equipped with T-54 and T-

55 tanks, BTR APCs, BM-21 Grad MRLs, 

artillery, MiG-21s, and a Tu-22 bomber. 

However the Libyans soon found themselves on 

the front line, while Ugandan Army units were 

using supply trucks to carry their newly 

plundered wealth in the opposite direction. 

Amin fled, first to Libya and later to Saudi 

Arabia. The Libyan forces retreated to Jinja. The 

Tanzanian army remained in Uganda to 

maintain peace while the UNLF (the political 

wing of the UNLA) organized elections to return 

the country to civilian rule. 

 

War in Afghanistan (1978–present) begins.  It began when the People's Democratic Party of 

Afghanistan (PDPA) took power in a military 

coup, known as the Saur Revolution. 
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Deng Xiaoping commences (starts) Economic 

reform in the People's Republic of China.  

Economic Reform = policies directed to achieve 

improvements in economic efficiency, either by 

eliminating or reducing distortions in individual 

sectors of the economy or by reforming 

economy-wide policies such as tax policy and 

competition policy with an emphasis on 

economic efficiency, rather than other goals 

such as equity or employment growth. 

Spanish transition to democracy is completed.   

 

John Paul I and then John Paul II become Pope. John Paul I died 33 days into his papacy, believed 

to have experienced a heart attack. 

Smallpox eradicated (destroyed completely).   

Soviet–Afghan War begins.  The Soviet Afghanistan War was fought between 

Afghanistan rebels called the Mujahideen and 

the Soviet supported Afghanistan government. 

The United States supported the Afghanistan 

rebels in order to try and overthrow the 

communist government and to prevent the 

spread of communism. 

Rhodesian Bush War ends.   

1979 

Iranian Revolution and Iran hostage crisis. The Iranian Revolution refers to events 

involving the overthrow of the Pahlavi dynasty 

under Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, who was 

supported by the United States, and its eventual 

replacement with an Islamic republic under the 

Grand Ayatollah (religious leader) Ruhollah 

Khomeini, the leader of the revolution, 

supported by various leftist and Islamic 

organizations and Iranian student movements. 

 

The Iran hostage crisis was a diplomatic crisis 

between Iran and the United States. Fifty-two 

American diplomats and citizens were held 

hostage for 444 days after a group of Iranian 

students, belonging to the Muslim Student 

Followers of the Imam's Line, who were supporting 

the Iranian Revolution, took over the U.S. 

Embassy in Tehran. 
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Shah Reza Pahlavi forced into exile.   

Arrival of Pope John Paul II in Poland, eventually 

sparking the Solidarity movement. 

Solidarity is unity (as of a group or class) which 

produces or is based on unities of interests, 

objectives, standards, and sympathies. It refers 

to the ties in a society that bind people together 

as one. 

First close-up images of Saturn.   

Margaret Thatcher becomes Prime Minister of 

the United Kingdom. 

The Prime Minister is the head of the 

government of the UK. The Prime Minister and 

Cabinet (consisting of all the most senior 

ministers, who are government department 

heads) are collectively accountable for their 

policies and actions to the Monarch, to 

Parliament, to their political party and 

ultimately to the electorate. 

Implementation of China's One child policy.  A population control policy of China which was 

introduced between 1978 and 1980 and began to 

be formally phased out in 2015. 

Uganda–Tanzania War ends with defeat for 

Uganda and the exile of Idi Amin.  

 

Cambodian-Vietnamese War ends with the 

overthrow of Cambodia's Khmer Rouge regime.  

 

Sino-Vietnamese War.  The Third Indochina War, was a brief border war 

fought between the People's Republic of China and 

the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in early 1979. 

China launched the offensive in response to 

Vietnam's invasion and occupation of Cambodia 

in 1978 (which ended the rule of the Chinese-

backed Khmer Rouge). 

Nicaraguan Revolution.  Encompassed the rising opposition to the 

Somoza dictatorship. The campaign led by the 

Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) to 

violently oust the dictatorship in 1978-79. 

 

Central Treaty Organization dissolved.  
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1980s 
 

Independence of Rhodesia (from UK), which 

becomes Zimbabwe.  

 

Independence of Vanuatu.  An Oceanian island nation located in the South 

Pacific Ocean. 

Ronald Reagan is elected President of the United 

States. 

 

1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens.  A volcano located in the state of Washington, 

United States. 

Queen Beatrix becomes monarch of the 

Netherlands.  

 

Beginning of the Iran-Iraq War, Salvadorian 

Civil War and Contra War.  

The Iran–Iraq War began when Iraq invaded 

Iran via air and land on 22 September 1980. It 

followed a long history of border disputes, and 

was motivated by fears that the Iranian 

Revolution in 1979 would inspire insurgency 

among Iraq's long-suppressed Shia majority, as 

well as Iraq's desire to replace Iran as the 

dominant Persian Gulf state. 

 

The Salvadoran Civil War was a conflict between 

the military-led government of El Salvador and 

the Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front. 

 

The Contra War encompassed the rising 

opposition to the Somoza dictatorship. The 

campaign led by the Sandinista National 

Liberation Front (FSLN) to violently oust the 

dictatorship, the subsequent efforts of the FSLN 

to govern Nicaragua. 

Assassination of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar 

Romero.  

Archbishop = A bishop of highest rank. 

 

Bishop = appointed in Christian churches to 

oversee priests or ministers. 

1980 

Solidarity union forms at Poland's Gdańsk 

Shipyard under Lech Wałęsa, and begins 

agitation for greater personal freedoms.  
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 Death of John Lennon. John Lennon was an English musician who 

gained worldwide fame as one of the members 

of the Beatles, and was shot to death by a 

security guard, Mark David Chapman, 

Independence of Palau.  An island country located in the western Pacific 

Ocean. 

First orbital flight of the Space Shuttle.   

Wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales, and Lady 

Diana Spencer.  

 

Assassination of Anwar Sadat.  The third President of Egypt, assassinated by 

fundamentalist army officers. 

Launch of MTV.   

1981 

Iran releases the 52 U.S. hostages held in Tehran 

after 444 days. President Reagan and three 

others were injured after an assassination 

attempt. 

 

Death of Leonid Brezhnev; Yuri Andropov 

becomes leader of the Soviet Union.  

Leonid Brezhnev was the third General Secretary 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

(CPSU) and the fifth leader of the Soviet Union, 

and died of a heart attack at age 76. 

First Israeli invasion of Lebanon.  Called Operation Peace for Galilee, began when the 

Israel Defense Forces (IDF) invaded southern 

Lebanon, after repeated attacks and counter-

attacks between the Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO) operating in southern 

Lebanon and the IDF which caused civilian 

casualties on both sides of the border. The 

military operation was launched after gunmen 

from Abu Nidal's organization attempted to 

assassinate Shlomo Argov, Israel's ambassador 

to the United Kingdom. 

Falklands War. A ten-week war between Argentina and the 

United Kingdom over two British overseas 

territories in the South Atlantic: the Falkland 

Islands and South Georgia and the South 

Sandwich Islands.  

1982 

Hama massacre in Syria leads to more than 

10,000 deaths. 

The Hama massacre began when the Syrian Arab 

Army and the Defense Companies, under the 
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 orders of the country's president Hafez al-

Assad, besieged the town of Hama for 27 days in 

order to quell an uprising by the Muslim 

Brotherhood against al-Assad's government. 

First execution by Lethal injection takes place in 

Texas. 

 

Sony releases the world's first commercially sold 

CD Player, the Sony CDP-101.  

 

 

Princess Grace of Monaco dies following a car 

accident. 

 

GPS development declassified following the 

downing of Korean Air Lines Flight 007.  

The Global Positioning System (GPS) is a space-

based navigation system that provides location 

and time information in all weather conditions, 

anywhere on or near the Earth where there is an 

unobstructed line of sight to four or more GPS 

satellites. 

 

Korean Air Lines Flight 007 was a scheduled 

Korean Air Lines flight from New York City to 

Seoul via Anchorage. On September 1, 1983, the 

airliner serving the flight was shot down by an 

Interceptor aircraft of the Soviet Union, a Sukhoi 

Su-15, near Moneron Island west of Sakhalin in 

the Sea of Japan. The aircraft was en route from 

Anchorage, Alaska, to Seoul when it flew 

through Soviet prohibited airspace around the 

time of a U.S. reconnaissance mission. 

Independence of Brunei.  A sovereign state located on the north coast of 

the island of Borneo in Southeast Asia. 

End of dictatorship in Argentina.  A form of government in which the ruler is an 

absolute dictator (not restricted by a 

constitution, laws or opposition etc.) 

Second Sudanese Civil War begins.  A conflict from 1983 to 2005 between the central 

Sudanese government and the Sudan People's 

Liberation Army. It was largely a continuation of 

the First Sudanese Civil War. 

1983 

Invasion of Grenada by the United States.  
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Bombing of U.S. Embassy in Beirut.  A suicide bombing in Beirut, Lebanon, that 

killed 63 people and is thought of as marking 

the beginning of anti-U.S. attacks by Islamist 

groups. 

 

The 1983 Beirut barracks bombing results in the 

deaths of 307 people, hastening the removal of 

international peacekeeping forces in Lebanon. 

The Beirut Barracks Bombings occurred during 

the Lebanese Civil War when two truck bombs 

struck separate buildings housing United States 

and French military forces— killing 299 

American and French servicemen. 

The human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is 

recognized as the cause of HIV/AIDS, and 

research on zidovudine and other treatments 

gets underway.  

 

Death of Yuri Andropov; Konstantin Chernenko 

becomes Premier of the Soviet Union.  

 

Beginning of the 1984–1985 famine in Ethiopia 

and the 1984-85 UK miners' strike.  

 

Sino-British Joint Declaration agrees to hand 

Hong Kong back to China by 1997.  

 

1984 

Assassination of Indira Gandhi. The 4th Prime Minister of India. She was killed 

by two of her bodyguards. 

End of 1982 Lebanon War.   

Live Aid. A dual-venue concert. The original event was 

organised by Bob Geldof and Midge Ure to raise 

funds for relief of the ongoing Ethiopian famine. 

Death of Konstantin Chernenko; Mikhail 

Gorbachev becomes Premier of the Soviet Union.  

The person who is head of state/ government. 

First use of DNA fingerprinting.   

1985 

End of military leadership in Brazil.  

1986 Challenger disaster. The Space Shuttle Challenger disaster occurred 

on when the NASA Space Shuttle orbiter 

Challenger (OV-099) broke apart 73 seconds into 

its flight, leading to the deaths of its seven crew 

members, which included five NASA astronauts 

and two Payload Specialists. Disintegration of 

the vehicle began after an O-ring seal in its right 

solid rocket booster (SRB) failed at liftoff. The 
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 O-ring failure caused a breach in the SRB joint it 

sealed, allowing pressurized burning gas from 

within the solid rocket motor to reach the 

outside and impinge upon the adjacent SRB aft 

field joint attachment hardware and external 

fuel tank. This led to structural failure of the 

external tank. Aerodynamic  

forces broke up the orbiter. 

Chernobyl disaster. A catastrophic nuclear accident that occurred at 

the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in the town 

of Pripyat, in Ukraine. An explosion and fire 

released large quantities of radioactive particles 

into the atmosphere, which spread over much of 

the western USSR and Europe. During the 

accident itself, 31 people died, and long-term 

effects such as cancers are still being 

investigated. 

South Yemen Civil War.  A failed coup d'etat and armed conflict. 

Launch of the space station Mir.   

First close up images of the planet Uranus.   

Return of Halley's Comet.   

End of dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos in the 

Philippines.  

 

Iran-Contra becomes public.  The Iran–Contra affair was a political scandal in 

the United States. Senior administration officials 

secretly facilitated the sale of arms to Iran, 

which was the subject of an arms embargo. 

They hoped thereby to secure the release of 

several US hostages, and to fund the Contras in 

Nicaragua. 

 

The Contras is a label given to the various U.S.-

backed and funded terrorist rebel groups. 

 

Embargo = partial or complete prohibition of 

commerce and trade with a particular country or 

a group of countries. 

 

Assassination of Olof Palme. Prime Minister of Sweden. 
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Stock market crash of 1987.   

First Intifada between Israel and Palestine 

begins.  

Intifada = a Palestinian uprising against the 

Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. 

World population reaches 5 billion.   

1987 

The antidepressant drug Prozac becomes 

commercially available. 

 

Perestroika begins.  A political movement for reformation within the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

End of the Iran-Iraq War.   

End of dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet in Chile.   

Pan Am Flight 103 falls over Lockerbie, Scotland.  The aircraft was destroyed by a terrorist bomb, 

killing all 243 passengers and 16 crew on board, 

in what became known as the Lockerbie 

bombing. Large sections of the aircraft crashed 

onto residential areas of Lockerbie, Scotland, 

killing 11 more people on the ground. 

Myanmar Armed Forces launch a military coup.   

Construction of the Channel Tunnel begins.  A 50.5-kilometre rail tunnel linking Folkestone, 

Kent, in the United Kingdom, with Coquelles, 

Pas-de-Calais, near Calais in northern France, 

beneath the English Channel at the Strait of 

Dover. 

1988 

George HW Bush is elected 41st President of the 

United States. 

 

1989 Fall of the Berlin Wall A series of radical political changes occurred in 

the Eastern Bloc, associated with the 

liberalization of the Eastern Bloc's authoritarian 

systems and the erosion of political power in the 

pro-Soviet governments in nearby Poland and 

Hungary. After several weeks of civil unrest, the 

East German government announced on 9 

November 1989 that all GDR citizens could visit 

West Germany and West Berlin. Crowds of East 

Germans crossed and climbed onto the wall, 

joined by West Germans on the other side in a 

celebratory atmosphere. Over the next few 

weeks, euphoric people and souvenir hunters 

chipped away parts of the wall; the governments 
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 later used industrial equipment to remove most 

of what was left. 

1989 revolutions A revolutionary wave in the late 1980s and early 

1990s that resulted in the Fall of Communism in 

the Communist states of Central and Eastern 

Europe and beyond. 

Collapse of the Soviet Bloc in Europe.  

Tiananmen Square Massacre in China.  Student-led popular demonstrations (“pro-

democracy”). Troops with assault rifles and 

tanks inflicted casualties on unarmed civilians 

trying to block the military's advance towards 

Tiananmen Square in the heart of Beijing, which 

students and other demonstrators had occupied 

for seven weeks. The Chinese government 

condemned the protests as a counter-

revolutionary riot, and has largely prohibited 

discussion and remembrance of the events 

 

Popular demonstrations = action by a mass 

group in favor of a political or other cause; it 

normally consists of walking in a mass march 

formation and either beginning with or meeting 

at a designated endpoint, or rally, to hear 

speakers. 

End of Soviet–Afghan War.  

End of dictatorship in Paraguay and first direct 

Presidential election in Brazil since 1960.  

 

Death of Emperor Hirohito, his son Akihito 

becomes Emperor of Japan.  

 

 

Fatwa issued against Salman Rushdie. Fatwa = in the Islamic faith is the term for the 

legal opinion or learned interpretation that the 

Sheikhul Islam, a qualified jurist or mufti, can 

give on issues pertaining to the Islamic law. 

 

Salman Rushdie is a British Indian novelist and 

essayist. His fourth novel, The Satanic Verses 

(1988), was the centre of a major controversy, 

provoking protests from Muslims in several 
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 countries. Death threats were made against him, 

including a fatwā calling for his assassination 

issued by Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the 

Supreme Leader of Iran, on 14 February 1989, 

and as a result he was put under police 

protection by the British government. Queen 

Elizabeth II knighted him for his services to 

literature. 

Exxon Valdez oil spill. An oil tanker bound for Long Beach, California, 

struck Prince William Sound's Bligh Reef and 

spilled 11 to 38 million US gallons of crude oil. 

First close up pictures of Neptune.   

First Liberian Civil War begins.  

 

Death of Salvador Dalí. A prominent Spanish surrealist painter. 

 

Surrealist = cultural movement of artists and 

writers who used fantastic images and 

incongruous juxtapositions in order to represent 

unconscious thoughts and dreams. 
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1990s 
 

Sir Tim Berners-Lee invents the World Wide 

Web.  

 

German reunification.   

Launch of the Hubble Space Telescope.   

Gulf War begins.  A war in the Persian Gulf region, waged by 

coalition forces from 34 nations led by the 

United States against Iraq in response to Iraq's 

invasion and annexation of Kuwait. 

Contra War ends.  

Myanmar Armed Forces place Aung San Suu Kyi 

under house arrest.  

 

North and South Yemen unify to form the 

Republic of Yemen.  

 

1990 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

releases its first assessment report, linking 

increases in carbon dioxide in the Earth's 

atmosphere, and resultant rise in global 

temperature, to human activities. 

 

Gulf War ends in US withdrawal and failed 

uprising. 

 

Dissolution of the Soviet Union and 

independence of 15 former Soviet republics. 

 

Boris Yeltsin becomes the first President of the 

Russian Federation. 

 

Ten-Day War in Slovenia begins the Yugoslav 

Wars. 

A civil war in Yugoslavia that followed the 

Slovenian declaration of independence, fought 

between the Slovenian Territorial Defence 

(Slovene: Teritorialna obramba Republike Slovenije) 

and the Yugoslav People's Army. 

Beginning of the Somali, Sierra Leonian and 

Algerian Civil Wars. 

 

The first Website is put online and made 

available to the public. 

 

1991 

Final end of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia.  
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Maastricht Treaty creates the European Union.  A politico-economic union of 28 member states 

that are located primarily in Europe 

Bill Clinton is elected President of the United 

States.  

 

End of dictatorship in Albania and South Korea.   

End of Salvadorian Civil War.   

Bosnian War begins.   

1992 

Los Angeles riots over the acquittal of those 

involved in the beating of Rodney King. 

Rodney King was an American taxi driver who 

became nationally known after being beaten by 

Los Angeles Police Department officers 

following a high-speed car chase on March 3, 

1991. 

The riots started on April 29 after a trial jury 

acquitted the four police officers of the use of 

excessive force in the videotaped arrest and 

beating of King, following a high-speed police 

chase. Thousands of people throughout the 

metropolitan area in Los Angeles rioted over six 

days following the announcement of the verdict. 

Velvet divorce between Czech Republic and 

Slovakia.  

Velvet divorce = The Dissolution of 

Czechoslovakia, an event that saw the self-

determined split of the federal state of 

Czechoslovakia into the Czech Republic and 

Slovakia. 

Independence of Eritrea.  A country in the Horn of Africa. 

Oslo accords end First Intifada between Israel 

and Palestine. 

a set of agreements between the government of 

Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization 

(PLO). It is a peace process that is aimed at 

achieving a peace-treaty based on the United 

Nations Security Council resolutions, and to 

fulfill the "right of the Palestinian people to 

self-determination" 

1993 

1993 World Trade Center bombing. A truck bomb was detonated below the North 

Tower of the World Trade Center in New York 

City. The 606 kg urea nitrate–hydrogen gas 

enhanced device was intended to send the North 

Tower (Tower 1) crashing into the South Tower  

(Tower 2), bringing both towers down and 
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 killing tens of thousands of people. It failed to 

do so but killed six people and injured more than 

a thousand. 

 

The Waco siege ends after a 51-day standoff, 

leaving 86 people dead. 

A siege of a compound belonging to the religious 

group Branch Davidians (a sect that separated in 

1955 from the Seventh-day Adventist Church). 

The group was suspected of weapons violations 

and a search and arrest warrant was obtained by 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives (ATF). 

The incident began when the ATF attempted to 

raid the ranch. An intense gun battle erupted, 

resulting in the deaths of four agents and six 

Branch Davidians. Upon the ATF's failure to raid 

the compound, a siege was initiated by the FBI, 

the standoff lasting 51 days. Eventually, the FBI 

launched an assault and initiated a tear gas 

attack in an attempt to force the Branch 

Davidians out. During the attack, a fire engulfed 

Mount Carmel Center. 76 people died. 

End of apartheid in South Africa and election of 

Nelson Mandela as President.  

 

Establishment of NAFTA.  The North American Free Trade Agreement is an 

agreement signed by Canada, Mexico, and the 

United States, creating a trilateral rules-based 

trade bloc in North America. 

Cave of the Patriarchs massacre. A shooting massacre carried out by American-

Israeli Baruch Goldstein, who opened fire on a 

large number of Palestinian Muslims who had 

gathered to pray inside the Ibrahimi Mosque at 

the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron, West Bank. 

It took place during the overlapping religious 

holidays of both Jewish Purim and Muslim 

Ramadan. 

1994 

First Chechen War begins. A conflict between the Russian Federation and 

the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria. Russian 

federal forces attempted to seize control of the 

mountainous area of Chechnya but were set back 

by Chechen guerrilla warfare and raids on the 
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 flatlands despite Russia's overwhelming 

manpower, weaponry, and air support. 

1994 civil war in Yemen.  The war resulted in the defeat of the southern 

armed forces, the reunification of Yemen, and 

the flight into exile of many Yemeni Socialist Party 

(YSP) leaders and other separatists. 

Assassination of Juvénal Habyarimana and 

Cyprien Ntaryamira triggers the Rwandan 

genocide.  

A genocidal mass slaughter of Tutsi and 

moderate Hutu people in Rwanda by members of 

the Hutu majority. 

It took place in the context of the Rwandan Civil 

War, an ongoing conflict beginning in 1990 

between the Hutu-led government and the 

Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), which was 

largely composed of Tutsi refugees whose 

families had fled to Uganda following earlier 

waves of Hutu violence against the Tutsi. 

Opening of the Channel Tunnel.   

 

Death of Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-Il becomes 

Supreme Leader of North Korea. 

 

Establishment of the World Trade Organization.  An intergovernmental organization which 

regulates international trade. 

American terrorist Timothy McVeigh bombs the 

Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma 

City.  

 

1995 

Srebrenica massacre. The genocidal killing of more than 8,000 Muslim 

Bosniaks, mainly men and boys. The United 

Nations declared the besieged enclave of 

Srebrenica a "safe area" under UN protection. 

However, soldiers in Srebrenica failed to prevent 

the town's capture by the VRS (Bosnian Serb 

Army of Republika Srpska) — and the 

subsequent massacre.  

 

Enclave = any portion of a state that is entirely 

surrounded by the territory of a single other 

state. 

 

Army of Republika Srpska = the military of the 
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 Republika Srpska, an area which was previously 

the "Serbian Republic of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina", a self-proclaimed state within 

the internationally recognized territory of the 

sovereign Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

NATO bombing raids in Bosnia end the Bosnian 

War; Dayton Accords signed.  

Operation Deliberate Force was a sustained air 

campaign conducted by the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO), in concert with the United 

Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) ground 

operations, to undermine the military capability 

of the Bosnian Serb Army (VRS), which had 

threatened and attacked UN-designated "safe 

areas" during the Bosnian War with the 

Srebrenica and Markale massacres, precipitating 

the intervention. 

Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin.  Fifth Prime Minister of Israel. The assassin, an 

Israeli ultranationalist named Yigal Amir, 

strenuously opposed Rabin's peace initiative and 

particularly the signing of the Oslo Accords. 

Oslo Accords = a set of agreements between the 

government of Israel and the Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO) for peace. 

North Korean famine begins.  

Third Taiwan Strait Crisis begins.  The effect of a series of missile tests conducted 

by the People's Republic of China (PRC) in the 

waters surrounding Taiwan including the 

Taiwan Strait.  

The first set of missiles were allegedly intended 

to send a strong signal to the Taiwan (ROC) 

government, who had been seen as moving ROC 

foreign policy away from the One-China policy.  

The second set of missiles were fired allegedly 

intending to intimidate the Taiwanese electorate 

in the run-up to the 1996 presidential election. 

 

Austria, Finland and Sweden join the European 

Union. 

 

1996 First Congo War begins.  A foreign invasion of Zaire led by Rwanda that 

replaced dictator Mobutu Sésé Seko with the 

rebel leader Laurent-Désiré Kabila. 
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Third Taiwan Strait Crisis ends.   

First Chechen War ends.   

First Liberian Civil War ends.   

End of dictatorship in Taiwan.   

Dolly the sheep becomes the first successful 

cloned mammal.  

 

The Taliban government takes control of 

Afghanistan.  

An Islamic fundamentalist (radical Islam) 

political movement in Afghanistan currently 

waging war (an insurgency, or jihad) within that 

country. It held power in Afghanistan and 

enforced a strict interpretation of Sharia, or 

Islamic law, of which the international 

community and leading Muslims have been 

highly critical. 

 

The Taliban have been condemned 

internationally for their enforcement of (their 

interpretation of) Islamic Sharia law, which 

resulted in the brutal treatment of many 

Afghans, especially women. 

 

Insurgency = a rebellion against authority. 

Port Arthur massacre leaves 35 people dead, 

leading to tighter gun regulations in Australia.  

A killing spree of 28-year old Martin Bryant.  

Bryant has provided conflicting and confused 

accounts of what led him to kill. It appears that 

it could be his desire for attention, as he 

allegedly told a next door neighbour, "I'll do 

something that will make everyone remember 

me," as well as mounting frustration as his 

social isolation had made him unbearably angry. 

 

Nepalese Civil War begins. An armed conflict between government forces 

and Maoist rebels in Nepal. The war was 

launched by the Maoist after being denied 

participation in a national election. 

Tony Blair becomes Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom.  

 1997 

Transfer of sovereignty over Hong Kong from 

UK to China.  
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Lottery Uprising in Albania.  An uprising sparked by Ponzi scheme failures. 

Albania descended into civil disorder and 

violence in which the government was toppled 

and more than 2,000 people were killed. 

 

Ponzi Scheme = a fraudulent investment 

operation where the operator, an individual or 

organization, pays returns to its investors from 

new capital paid to the operators by new 

investors, rather than from profit earned by the 

operator. 

Kabila ousts Mobutu: Zaire becomes the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

 

Diana, Princess of Wales is killed in a car 

accident in Paris.  

 

 

Sound barrier broken on land.  

Osama bin Laden publishes a fatwa against the 

West.  

Fatwa = in the Islamic faith is the term for the 

legal opinion or learned interpretation that the 

Sheikhul Islam, a qualified jurist or mufti, can 

give on issues pertaining to the Islamic law. 

Kenya and Tanzania bombings.  The 1998 United States embassy bombings were 

attacks that occurred in which over 200 people 

were killed in nearly simultaneous truck bomb 

explosions. 

Google is founded by Larry Page and Sergey 

Brin.  

 

Second Congo War begins.  The deadliest war in modern African history, it 

has directly involved nine African countries, as 

well as approximately 20 separate armed 

groups. By 2008, the war and its aftermath had 

caused 5.4 million deaths, principally through 

disease and starvation, making the Second 

Congo War the deadliest conflict worldwide 

since World War II. Millions more were 

displaced from their homes or sought asylum in 

neighbouring countries. 

1998 

Good Friday Agreement brings an end to The 

Troubles in Northern Ireland.  
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 North Korean famine kills an estimated 2.5 

million people by this point. 

 

Euro is introduced.   

Kosovo War ends the Yugoslav Wars.  Armed conflict in Kosovo fought by the forces of 

the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia which 

controlled Kosovo before the war, and the 

Kosovo Albanian rebel group. 

Islamist insurgency in Nigeria begins.  Insurgency = An organized rebellion aimed at 

overthrowing a constituted government through 

the use of subversion and armed conflict 

Hugo Chavez becomes President of Venezuela.   

Second Chechen War begins. Launched by the Russian Federation in response 

to the Invasion of Dagestan by the Islamic 

International Brigade (IIB). 

Second Liberian Civil War begins. When a rebel group backed by the government 

of neighbouring Guinea, the Liberians United for 

Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), emerged 

in northern Liberia. 

Fourth Indo-Pakistani War.  The Kargil War was an armed conflict caused by 

the infiltration of Pakistani soldiers and 

Kashmiri militants into positions on the Indian 

side of the Line Of Control, which serves as the de 

facto border between the two states. 

Crisis in East Timor leads to 1400 deaths.  The 1999 East Timorese crisis began with attacks 

by anti-independence militants on civilians, and 

expanded to general violence throughout the 

country, centred in the capital Dili. The violence 

erupted after a majority of eligible voters in the 

population of East Timor chose independence 

from Indonesia. 

1999 

Columbine High School massacre in Colorado, 

USA. 

In addition to the shootings, the complex and 

highly planned attack involved a fire bomb to 

divert firefighters, propane tanks converted to 

bombs placed in the cafeteria, 99 explosive 

devices, and bombs rigged in cars. 

 

The perpetrators, two senior students Eric 

Harris and Dylan Klebold, murdered a total of 12 



 

Events in Modern History                                                                                                                                                                                                              1990-1999 100

 students and one teacher. They injured 21 

additional people, with three others being 

injured while attempting to escape the school. 

The pair then committed suicide.  

 

Although their motives remain unclear, the 

personal journals of the perpetrators document 

that they wished their actions to rival the 

Oklahoma City bombing, as well as other deadly 

incidents that occurred in the United States in 

the 1990s. 

 

World population reaches 6 billion.  
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2000s 
 

3rd millennium celebrations. In contemporary history, the third millennium 

is a period of time that began on January 1, 2001, 

and will end on December 31, 3000 of the 

Gregorian calendar. It is the third period of one 

thousand years in the Anno Domini (AD) or 

Common Era. 

End of Israeli occupation of Lebanon.   

Second Intifada begins.  The second Palestinian uprising against Israel. 

George W. Bush is elected President of the 

United States.  

 

Vicente Fox becomes the first opposition 

President of Mexico.  

 

Vladimir Putin becomes President of Russia.   

British Army launch Operation Palliser which 

effectively ends the Sierra Leone Civil War.  

British military intervention in the Sierra Leone 

Civil War 

International Space Station begins operations. 

First Inter-Korean Summit.  

 

2000 

al-Qaeda suicide bombs the USS Cole. Al- Qaeda = a global militant Sunni Islamist 

organization founded by Osama bin Laden and 

others, which has been designated as a terrorist 

group. Al-Qaeda has carried out many attacks on 

targets it considers kafir. 

 

Kafir = an Arabic term used in an Islamic 

doctrinal sense, usually translated as 

"unbeliever," "disbeliever," or "infidel". It is 

used as a derogatory term. The term alludes to a 

person who rejects or disbelieves in God and the 

religious truth revealed through the mission of 

the Islamic Prophet Muhammad, and thus 

demonstrates ingratitude towards God; denies, 

refuses to accept the dominion and authority of 

God; or otherwise does not heed the beliefs and 

prescriptions held by the religion of Islam. 

 

USS Cole = guided missile destroyer (ship) 
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September 11 attacks Terrorists destroy the World Trade Center in 

New York City, damage The Pentagon in 

Washington, DC. 

Massive earthquakes hit the western state of 

Gujarat, India, leaving at least 30,000 dead.  

 

War on Terror declared.  International military campaign against 

terrorism, originally used with a particular focus 

on Muslim countries associated with Islamic 

terrorism organizations including al-Qaeda and 

like-minded organizations. 

Afghan War begins.  The period in which the United States invaded 

Afghanistan after the September 11 attacks. Its 

public aims were to dismantle al-Qaeda and to 

deny it a safe base of operations in Afghanistan 

by removing the Taliban from power. 

Wikipedia founded.   

African Union founded.  A continental union consisting of 54 countries in 

Africa, to promote unity and solidarity and 

peaceful transactions between African countries. 

During economic crisis in Argentina government 

effectively froze all bank accounts for twelve 

months which led to riots and President de la 

Rúa's resignation from office.  

 

2001 

President Joseph Estrada of the Philippines 

impeached (because of allegations of 

corruption). 

13th President of Philippines, who, in the year 

2000 declared an "all-out-war" against the 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front and captured its 

headquarters and other camps. 

 

Impeached = formal process in which an official 

is accused of unlawful activity. 

2002 2002 Bali bombings. The attack involved the detonation of three 

bombs: a backpack-mounted device carried by a 

suicide bomber; a large car bomb, both of which 

were detonated in or near popular nightclubs in 

Kuta; and a third much smaller device detonated 

outside the United States consulate in Denpasar, 

causing only minor damage. An audio-cassette 

purportedly carrying a recorded voice message 
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 from Osama Bin Laden stated that the Bali 

bombings were in direct retaliation for support 

of the United States' war on terror and 

Australia's role in the liberation of East Timor. 

Riots and mass killings in the Indian state of 

Gujarat leave 1044 dead.  

A three-day period of inter-communal violence 

against the minority Muslim population. The 

burning of a train in Godhra on 27 February 

2002, which caused the deaths of 58 Hindu 

pilgrims, karsevaks returning from Ayodhya, is 

believed to have triggered the violence. 

 

Kar Sevak = someone who offers services for 

free (a volunteer) to a religious cause. 

Chechen rebels seize theatre in Moscow.  The Moscow theater hostage crisis was the 

seizure of the crowded Dubrovka Theater on 23 

October 2002 by 40 to 50 armed Chechens who 

claimed allegiance to the Islamist militant 

separatist movement in Chechnya. They took 

850 hostages and demanded the withdrawal of 

Russian forces from Chechnya and an end to the 

Second Chechen War. 

America demands Iraq allow unfettered access to 

weapons inspectors.  

 

Guantanamo Bay detention camp is established.  The Guantanamo Bay detention camp is a United 

States military prison located within 

Guantanamo Bay Naval Base which fronts on 

Guantánamo Bay in Cuba. At the time of its 

establishment, it was said the prison camp was 

established to detain extraordinarily dangerous 

people, to interrogate detainees in an optimal 

setting, and to prosecute detainees for war 

crimes. 

Algerian Civil War ends.   

 

Beltway sniper attacks. A series of coordinated shootings that took place 

over three weeks in October 2002 in Maryland, 

Virginia, and Washington, D.C. Ten people were 

killed and three other victims were critically 

injured in several locations. 

One of the shooters, John Allen Muhammad, 
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 intended to kill his second ex-wife Mildred, who 

had estranged him from his children. According 

to this theory, the other shootings were 

intended to cover up the motive for the crime, 

since Muhammad believed that the police would 

not focus on an estranged ex-husband as a 

suspect if she looked like a random victim of a 

serial killer. 

Rose Revolution in Georgia.  It was a change of power in Georgia in which 

took place after widespread protests over the 

disputed parliamentary elections. As a result, 

President Eduard Shevardnadze was forced to 

resign. 

 

Independence of East Timor. From Portugal. 

Iraq War begins, triggering worldwide protests.  A protracted armed conflict that began with the 

2003 invasion of Iraq by a United States-led 

coalition. The invasion regime toppled the 

government of Saddam Hussein. However, the 

conflict continued for much of the next decade 

as an insurgency emerged to oppose the 

occupying forces and the post-invasion Iraqi 

government. 

War in Darfur begins.  A major armed conflict in the Darfur region of 

Sudan, that began when the Sudan Liberation 

Movement (SLM) and Justice and Equality 

Movement (JEM) rebel groups began fighting 

the government of Sudan, which they accused of 

oppressing Darfur's non-Arab population. 

The Human Genome Project is completed. The Human Genome Project (HGP) was an 

international scientific research project with the 

goal of determining the sequence of chemical 

base pairs which make up human DNA, and of 

identifying and 

2003 

 mapping all of the genes of the human genome 

from both a physical and functional standpoint. 

 

Genome = The ordering of genes in a haploid set 

of chromosomes of a particular organism; the 

full DNA sequence of an organism, 
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Second Congo War ends with more than 5 

million dead.  

 

Second Liberian Civil War ends.   

 

Space Shuttle Columbia is destroyed on re-entry. The first space-rated Space Shuttle in NASA's 

orbiter fleet. Over 22 years of service it 

completed 27 missions before disintegrating 

during re-entry (as it reentered Earth's 

atmosphere) near the end of its 28th mission 

resulting in the deaths of all seven 

crewmembers. 

Enlargement of NATO and the European Union 

incorporates most of former Eastern Bloc.  

 

Union of South American Nations formed.   

Madrid train bombings.  Nearly simultaneous, coordinated bombings 

against the Cercanías commuter train system of 

Madrid, Spain, three days before Spain's general 

elections. The explosions killed 191 people and 

injured more than 1,800. The official 

investigation by the Spanish judiciary found that 

the attacks were directed by an al-Qaeda-

inspired terrorist cell, although no direct al-

Qaeda participation has been established. 

Though they had no role in the planning or 

implementation, the Spanish miners who sold 

the explosives to the terrorists were also 

arrested. 

Orange Revolution in Ukraine.  A series of protests and political events that took 

place in Ukraine, in the immediate aftermath of 

the run-off vote of the 2004 Ukrainian 

presidential election which was claimed to be 

marred by massive corruption, voter 

intimidation and direct electoral fraud. 

2004 

Beslan school hostage crisis. The crisis began when a group of armed Islamic 

terrorists, mostly Ingush and Chechen, occupied 

School Number One (SNO) in the town of Beslan, 

North Ossetia (an autonomous republic in the 

North Caucasus region of the Russian 

Federation) The hostage-takers were the 

Riyadus-Salikhin Battalion, sent by the Chechen 
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 warlord Shamil Basayev, who demanded 

recognition of the independence of Chechnya in 

UN and Russian withdrawal from Chechnya. On 

the third day of the standoff, Russian security 

forces stormed the building with the use of 

tanks, incendiary rockets and other heavy 

weapons. At least 385 hostages were killed, 

including 186 children, with a significant 

number of people injured and reported missing. 

Boxing Day Tsunami occurs in Indian Ocean, 

leading to the deaths of 230,000.  

 

 

Death of Ronald Reagan and Yasser Arafat. Ronald Reagan = the 40th President of the 

United States, died after having suffered from 

Alzheimer's disease for nearly a decade. 

 

Yasser Arafat = Mohammed Yasser Abdel Rahman 

Abdel Raouf Arafat al-Qudwa, was a Palestinian 

leader, originally opposed to Israel's existence. 

IRA end military campaign in Northern Ireland.  The Irish Republican Army (IRA) is any of 

several armed movements in Ireland in the 20th 

and 21st centuries dedicated to Irish 

republicanism, the belief that all of Ireland 

should be an independent republic. It was also 

characterised by the belief that political violence 

was necessary to achieve that goal. 

7/7 attacks on London Underground (trains).  The 7 July 2005 London bombings were a series 

of coordinated suicide bomb attacks in central 

London which targeted civilians using the public 

transport system during the morning rush hour. 

Fifty-two civilians were killed and over 700 

more were injured in the attacks, the United 

Kingdom's worst terrorist incident since the 

1988 Lockerbie bombing as well as the country's 

first ever Islamist suicide attack. The attacks 

occurred the day after London had won its bid to 

host the 2012 Olympic Games, which had 

highlighted the city's multicultural reputation. 

2005 

Angela Merkel becomes Germany's first woman 

Chancellor. 

Chancellor = head of state. 
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Tulip Revolution in Kyrgyzstan.  The overthrew of President Askar Akayev and 

his government after the parliamentary 

elections. Akayev and by his family and 

associates had, in popular opinion become 

increasingly corrupt and authoritarian. 

Following the revolution Akayev fled to 

Kazakhstan and then Russia, and then resigned 

presidency. 

Second Intifada ends.   

Israel withdraws from Gaza.   

Cedar Revolution in Lebanon triggered by the 

Assassination of Rafic Hariri. 

The primary goals of the original activists were 

the withdrawal of Syrian troops from 

 Lebanon and the replacement of a government 

heavily influenced by Syrian interests with more 

independent leadership, the establishment of an 

international commission to investigate the 

assassination of Prime Minister Hariri, the 

resignation of security officials to ensure the 

success of the plan, and the organization of free 

parliamentary elections. 

 

Rafik Hariri = Former Lebanese Prime Minister . 

Second Sudanese Civil War ends.   

Hurricane Katrina kills nearly 2000 people in the 

Gulf of Mexico.  

 

80,000 are killed in an earthquake in Kashmir.   

The Kyoto Protocol comes into effect.  An international treaty, which extends the 1992 

United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) that commits State 

Parties to reduce greenhouse gases emissions, 

based on the premise that (a) global warming 

exists and (b) man-made CO2 emissions have 

caused it. 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad becomes President of 

Iran.  

 

 

Death of Pope John Paul II; Benedict XVI 

becomes Pope.  
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Mike Brown discovers Eris. It is the most massive and second-largest dwarf 

planet known in the Solar System. It is also the 

ninth-most-massive known body directly 

orbiting the Sun, and the largest known body in 

the Solar System not visited by a spacecraft. It is 

measured to be 

 

 2,326 ± 12 kilometers in diameter. 

Independence of Montenegro.   

2006 Lebanon War.  Also called the 2006 Israel–Hezbollah War was a 

34-day military conflict in Lebanon, northern 

Israel and the Golan Heights. Militants from the 

group Hezbollah (a Shi'a Islamist militant group 

and political party based in Lebanon) fired 

rockets at Israeli border towns as a diversion for 

an anti-tank missile attack on two armored 

Humvees patrolling the Israeli side of the border 

fence. The ambush left three soldiers dead. Two 

Israeli soldiers were abducted and taken by 

Hezbollah to Lebanon. Five more were killed in 

Lebanon, in a failed rescue attempt. Hezbollah 

demanded the release of Lebanese prisoners 

held by Israel in exchange for the release of the 

abducted soldiers. Israel refused and responded 

with airstrikes and artillery fire on targets in 

Lebanon. Israel attacked both Hezbollah military 

targets and Lebanese civilian infrastructure, 

including Beirut's Rafic Hariri International 

Airport. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 

launched a ground invasion of southern 

Lebanon. Israel also imposed an air and naval 

blockade. Hezbollah then launched more rockets 

into northern Israel and engaged the IDF in 

guerrilla warfare from hardened positions. 

The conflict is believed to have killed between 

1191 and 1300 Lebanese people, and 165 Israelis. 

2006 

Mumbai bombings.  Seven train bombs killed 209. The bombs were 

set off in pressure cookers on trains plying the 

Western line of the Suburban Railway network. 
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Comprehensive Peace Accord ends the Nepalese 

Civil War.  

 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf becomes President of 

Liberia, and thus Africa's first elected female 

head of state.  

 

The International Astronomical Union creates 

the first formal definition of a planet, and 

excludes Pluto from the list.  

A planet is a celestial body which: 

1. is in orbit around the Sun, 

2. has sufficient mass to assume 

hydrostatic equilibrium (a nearly round 

shape), and 

3. has "cleared the neighborhood" around 

its orbit. 

 

A non-satellite body fulfilling only the first two 

of these criteria is classified as a "dwarf planet". 

Execution of Saddam Hussein.  Hussein was sentenced to death by hanging, 

after being found guilty and convicted of crimes 

against humanity by the Iraqi Special Tribunal 

for the murder of 148 Iraqi Shi'ites in the town 

of Dujail in 1982, in retaliation for an 

assassination attempt against him. 

 

The Baiji, the Yangtze river dolphin, becomes 

functionally extinct. 

 

Anti-government protests in Myanmar crushed 

by ruling junta.  

 

Spike in food prices and subprime crisis help 

trigger global recession. 

The US subprime mortgage crisis was a 

nationwide banking emergency that coincided 

with the U.S. recession of December 2007 – June 

2009. It was triggered by a large decline in home 

prices, leading to mortgage delinquencies and 

foreclosures and the devaluation of housing-

related securities. 

The Great Recession was a period of general 

economic decline - a period of reduced economic 

activity. 

2007 

Assassination of Benazir Bhutto. 11th Prime Minister of Pakistan, who was 

assassinated in a bombing two weeks before the 

scheduled 2008 general election in which she 
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  was the leading candidate. Her party 

subsequently won the elections on a wave of 

sympathy generated by her assassination. 

End of Monarchy in Nepal.   

Barack Obama is elected President of the United 

States.  

 

Cyclone Nargis kills 133,000 in Myanmar.   

Gaza War begins.  A three-week armed conflict between 

Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and Israel that 

ended in a unilateral ceasefire. Israel's stated 

goal was to stop rocket fire into Israel and 

weapons smuggling into the Gaza strip.  

Israeli forces attacked police stations, military 

targets including weapons caches and suspected 

rocket firing teams, as well as political and 

administrative institutions in the opening 

assault, striking in the densely populated cities 

of Gaza, Khan Yunis and Rafah.  

After hostilities broke out, Palestinian groups 

fired rockets in response to what they 

characterized as "massacres". 

2008 South Ossetia war. The Russo-Georgian War was an armed conflict 

between Georgia, Russia, and the Russian-

backed self-proclaimed republics 

 of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 

Kosovo declares independence, to mixed 

reaction.  

From Serbia. 

Battle of Basra - Iraqi forces crack down on 

Muqtada al Sadr's Mahdi forces in Basra and 

Sadr City.  

The Iraqi Army launched an operation to drive 

the Mahdi Army militia out of the southern Iraqi 

city of Basra. 

2008 

2008 Mumbai attacks. 10 members of Lashkar-e-Taiba, an Islamic 

militant organisation based in Pakistan, carried 

out a series of 12 coordinated shooting and 

bombing attacks lasting four days across 

Mumbai. The attacks, which drew widespread 

global condemnation, killed 164 people and 

wounded at least 308. 
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Gaza War ends; Gaza blockade continues.  The blockades of the Gaza Strip refers to a land, 

air, and sea blockade on the Gaza Strip by Israel 

and Egypt from 2007 to present. 

Sri Lankan Civil War ends.   

Election protests begin in Iran.  Against the 2009 Iranian presidential election 

results (a disputed victory by Iranian President 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and in support of 

opposition candidates Mir-Hossein Mousavi and 

Mehdi Karroubi) occurred in major cities 

nationwide from 2009 into 2010. 

Second Chechen War ends.   

Boko Haram rebellion begins in Nigeria.  An Islamic extremist group based in 

northeastern Nigeria, also active in Chad, Niger 

and northern Cameroon. The group had alleged 

links to al-Qaeda, but in March 2015, it 

announced its allegiance to the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Since the current 

insurgency started in 2009, it has killed 20,000 

and displaced 2.3 million from their homes. 

Death of Michael Jackson.   

Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the world's tallest 

skyscraper, is completed. 

 

Great Recession officially ends.   

Formation of BRICS economic bloc.  BRICS is the acronym for an association of five 

major emerging national economies: Brazil, 

Russia, India, China and South Africa. The BRICS 

members are all developing or newly 

industrialised countries, but they are 

distinguished by their large, fast-growing 

economies and significant influence on regional 

and global affairs. Russia currently holds the 

chair of the BRICS group, and hosted the group's 

seventh summit in July 2015. 

2009 

Treaty of Lisbon ratified. An international agreement which amends the 

two treaties which form the constitutional basis 

of the European Union. 
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2010s 
 

David Cameron becomes Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom.  

 

Benigno Aquino III was elected as the 15th 

President of the Philippines.  

 

A 7.0 magnitude earthquake in Haiti kills 

230,000.  

 

Threat of Greece defaulting on its debts triggers 

the European sovereign debt crisis and Ireland's 

financial crisis.  

Triggers of Greece’s debt crisis included the 

turmoil of the Great Recession, structural 

weaknesses in the Greek economy, and a sudden 

crisis in confidence among lenders. 

2010 

The largest oil spill in US history occurs in the 

Gulf of Mexico.  

The Deepwater Horizon oil spill began on the BP-

owned Transocean-operated Macondo Prospect 

(an oil and gas prospect). Following the 

explosion and sinking of the Deepwater Horizon 

oil rig, a sea-floor oil gusher flowed for 87 days. 

Eleven people went missing and were never 

found and it is considered the largest accidental 

marine oil spill in the history of the petroleum 

industry. The US Government estimated the 

total discharge at 4.9 million barrels 

(210 million US gal; 780,000 m3). After several 

failed efforts to contain the flow, the well was 

declared sealed on 19 September 2010. Reports in 

early 2012 indicated the well site was still 

leaking.  

 

Prospect = - a potential trap which geologists 

believe may contain hydrocarbons. 

 

Trap = In petroleum geology, a structural trap is 

a type of geological trap that forms as a result of 

changes in the structure of the subsurface, due 

to tectonic, diapiric, gravitational and 

compactional processes. These changes block 

the upward migration of hydrocarbons and can 

lead to the formation of a petroleum reservoir. 
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North Korea shells the island of Yeonpyeong.  The bombardment of Yeonpyeong was an 

artillery engagement between the North Korean 

military and South Korean forces stationed on 

Yeonpyeong Island on 23 November 2010. 

Following a South Korean artillery exercise in 

waters in the south, North Korean forces fired 

around 170 artillery shells and rockets at 

Yeonpyeong Island, hitting both military and 

civilian targets. 

The shelling caused widespread damage on the 

island, killing four South Koreans and injuring 

19. South Korea retaliated by shelling North 

Korean gun positions. The North Koreans 

subsequently stated that they had responded to 

South Korean shells being fired into North 

Korean territorial waters. 

Aung San Suu Kyi released from house arrest.  A Burmese opposition politician and president of 

the National League for Democracy (NLD) in 

Myanmar. 

2010 Moscow Metro bombings.  Suicide bombings carried out by two women at 

two stations of the Moscow Metro with roughly 

40 minutes interval between. At least 40 people 

were killed, and over 100 injured. Initial 

investigation indicated that the bombings were 

perpetrated by the Militant Islamist Caucasus 

Emirate group. On March 31, Caucasus Emirate 

leader Doku Umarov claimed responsibility for 

ordering the attacks in a video released on the 

internet. He has also stated that such attacks in 

Russia will continue unless Russia grants 

independence to Muslim states in the North 

Caucasus region. 

 

Arab Spring triggered by self-immolation of 

Mohamed Bouazizi on December 17, 2010 in 

Tunisia. 

A revolutionary wave of demonstrations and 

protests (both non-violent and violent), riots, 

and civil wars in the Arab world that began on 18 

December 2010 in Tunisia with the Tunisian 

Revolution, and spread throughout the countries 

of the Arab League and its surroundings. 
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 Self-immolation is an act of killing oneself as a 

sacrifice. 

 

Mohamed Bouazizi was a Tunisian street vendor 

who set himself on fire in protest of the 

confiscation of his wares and the harassment 

and humiliation that he reported was inflicted 

on him by a municipal official and her aides. 

2010 Kyrgyzstani revolution.  Began with the ousting of Kyrgyz president 

Kurmanbek Bakiyev in the capital Bishkek. 

2010 Nigerien coup d'état. A coup d'état occurred in Niger, when soldiers 

attacked the presidential palace in Niamey under 

weapons fire at midday and captured President 

Mamadou Tandja, who was chairing a 

government meeting at the time. Later in the 

day, the rebels announced on television the 

formation of the Supreme Council for the 

Restoration of Democracy (CSRD), headed by 

chef d'escadron Salou Djibo. 

 

Chef d'escadron  = In the French armed forces, 

Chef d'escadron is the title of a commandant 

(major) in the Artillery and Baggage Train Corps 

and in the Gendarmerie. 

 

10 April the President of Poland, Lech Kaczyński, 

is among 96 killed when their airplane crashes 

in Smolensk. 

 

Independence of South Sudan.  From Egypt. 

Arab Spring: revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt and 

Libya follow, as well as uprisings in Yemen and 

Bahrain, and protests in several other Arab 

countries. 

 

2011 

Syrian civil war begins. The Syrian Civil War is an ongoing multisided 

armed conflict with international interventions 

taking place in Syria. The unrest began in  

within the context of Arab Spring protests, with 

nationwide protests against President Bashar al-

Assad's government, whose forces responded 
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 with crackdowns (severely repressive actions). 

Occupy movement inspires worldwide protests.  The Occupy movement is the international branch 

of the Occupy Wall Street movement that 

protests against social and economic inequality 

around the world, its primary goal being to 

make the economic and political relations in all 

societies less vertically hierarchical and more 

flatly distributed. 

News International phone hacking scandal.  Employees of the newspaper were accused of 

engaging in phone hacking, police bribery, and 

exercising improper influence in the pursuit of 

stories. 

A 9.0 earthquake in Japan triggers a tsunami 

and the meltdown of the Fukushima Nuclear 

Power Plant.  

 

Second Ivorian Civil War ends with the arrest of 

former president Laurent Gbagbo.  

 

Deaths of Osama bin Laden, Muammar Gaddafi, 

and Kim Jong-Il.  

Osama bin Laden = the founder and head of the 

Islamist militant group al-Qaeda (global 

militant Sunni Islamist organization), was killed 

in Pakistan by United States Navy SEALs of the 

U.S. Naval Special Warfare Development Group. 

 

Muammar Gaddafi = the deposed leader of 

Libya. 

 

Kim Jong-Il = the supreme leader of the 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), 

commonly referred to as North Korea 

Iraq War ends.   

 

Riots flare across England. Disturbances began after a protest in 

Tottenham, London, following the death of 

Mark Duggan, a local man who was shot dead by 

police attempting to arrest Duggan on suspicion 

of planning an attack, and in possession of a 

handgun. Several violent clashes with police 

ensued, along with the destruction of police 

vehicles, a double-decker bus, and many homes 
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 and businesses. 

Bombings occur in Russia. The Domodedovo International Airport bombing 

was a suicide bombing in the international 

arrival hall of Moscow's busiest airport, 

Domodedovo International, in Domodedovsky 

District, Moscow Oblast, on 24 January 2011. 

The bombing killed 37 people and injured 173 

others, including 86 who had to be hospitalised. 

Russia's Federal Investigative Committee later 

identified the suicide bomber as a 20-year-old 

from the North Caucasus, and said that the 

attack was aimed "first and foremost" at foreign 

citizens. 

Bombings occur in Somalia. The 2011 Mogadishu bombing occurred when a 

suicide bomber drove a truck into the gate of the 

Transitional Federal Government's ministerial 

complex in Mogadishu, Somalia. The resulting 

explosion killed 100 people and injured over 110 

others. Al-Shabaab, an Islamist group, claimed 

responsibility for the attack. The attack is 

reported to be the largest since Al-Shabaab 

launched an insurgency in Somalia in early 

2007. 

World population reaches 7 billion.   

Floods in Pakistan, Thailand and the Philippines 

kill roughly 2500 people.  

The flood was originated mostly because of 

rainfall and observed the highest ever recorded 

monsoon rain in Sindh. 

 

Death of Steve Jobs. An American technology entrepreneur, visionary 

and inventor. He was the co-founder, chairman, 

and chief executive officer (CEO) of Apple Inc.; 

CEO and largest shareholder of Pixar Animation 

Studios; a member of The Walt Disney 

Company’s board of directors following its 

acquisition of Pixar; and founder, chairman, and 

CEO of NeXT Inc. 

Jobs died of pancreatic cancer at age 56. He was 

a Zen Buddhist. 
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2012 Northern Mali conflict, the MNLA declares 

Azawad an independent state.  

Armed conflicts that started from January 2012 

between the northern and southern parts of 

Mali. On 16 January 2012, several insurgent 

groups began fighting a campaign against the 

Malian government for independence or greater 

autonomy for northern Mali, an area known as 

Azawad. The National Movement for the Liberation 

of Azawad (MNLA), an organization fighting to 

make Azawad an independent homeland for the 

Tuareg people, had taken control of the region 

by April 2012. 

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh steps down.   

2012 Benghazi attack leads to the death of US 

ambassador J. Christopher Stevens.  

Islamic militants (terrorists) attacked the 

American diplomatic compound in Benghazi, 

Libya. 

 

Islamic terrorism is, by definition, terrorist acts 

committed by Muslim groups or individuals who 

profess Islamic or Islamist motivations or goals. 

Islamic terrorists have relied on particular 

interpretations of the tenets of the Quran and 

the Hadith, citing these scriptures to justify 

violent tactics 

The Higgs boson is discovered.  The Higgs boson is an elementary particle in the 

Standard Model of particle physics. The presence 

of this field, now believed to be confirmed, 

explains why some fundamental particles have 

mass when, based on the symmetries 

controlling their interactions, they should be 

massless. 

Hurricane Sandy kills 209 people in North 

America, while Typhoon Bopha kills over 1,600 

in the Philippines.  

 

2012 

Skydiver Felix Baumgartner becomes the first 

person to break the sound barrier without a 

vehicle. 

Felix Baumgartner was working with a team of 

scientists and sponsor Red Bull to attempt the 

highest sky-dive on record. The project would 

see Baumgartner attempt to jump 120,000 ft 

(36,580 m) from a helium balloon and become 

the first parachutist to break the sound barrier. 
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Conflict begins in the Central African Republic.  The Central African Republic conflict is an 

ongoing civil war between the Séléka rebel 

coalition and government forces. The conflict 

arose after rebels accused the government of 

President François Bozizé of failing to abide by 

peace agreements signed in 2007 and 2011. 

UN Climate Change Conference agrees to extend 

the Kyoto Protocol until 2020. 

The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty 

that commits State Parties to reduce greenhouse 

gases emissions, based on the premise that (a) 

global warming exists and (b) man-made CO2 

emissions have caused it. 

Israel launches Operation Pillar of Defense 

against the Palestinian-governed Gaza Strip.  

An eight-day Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 

operation that began in response to the launch 

of over 100 rockets at Israel during a 24-hour 

period, an attack by Gaza militants on an Israeli 

military patrol jeep within Israeli borders, and 

an explosion caused by IEDs, which occurred 

near Israeli soldiers, on the Israeli side of a 

tunnel passing under the Israeli West Bank 

barrier. 

 

IED = An improvised explosive device (IED) is a 

bomb constructed and deployed in ways other 

than in conventional military action. It may be 

constructed of conventional military explosives, 

such as an artillery round, attached to a 

detonating mechanism. IEDs are commonly used 

as roadside bombs. 

 

2012 Guinea-Bissau coup d'état. A coup d'état in Guinea-Bissau was staged by 

elements of the armed forces about two weeks 

before the second round of a presidential 

election between Carlos Gomes Júnior and 

Kumba Ialá. The coup started in the evening 

with military personnel and equipment making 

its way onto the streets, followed by the state-

owned media taken off-air. 

2013 The French military intervenes in the Northern 

Mali conflict.  
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Chelyabinsk meteor. The Chelyabinsk meteor was a superbolide 

caused by a near-Earth asteroid that entered 

Earth's atmosphere over Russia on 15 February 

2013 with a speed of 19.16 ± 0.15 kilometres per 

second. The light from the meteor was brighter 

than the Sun, up to 100 km away. Some 

eyewitnesses also felt intense heat from the 

fireball. 

 

Bolide = is an extremely bright meteor, 

especially one that explodes in the atmosphere. 

In astronomy, it refers to a fireball 

approximately as bright as the full moon, and it 

is generally considered a synonym of a fireball. 

In geology a bolide is a very large impactor. 

 

Superbolide = a bolide which reaches an 

apparent magnitude of −17 or brighter. 

Resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, Pope Francis 

becomes Pope.  

Modern era popes have always held the position 

from election until death. Pope Benedict XVI 

stated that the reason for his decision was his 

declining health due to old age. 

 

Terrorist attacks occur in Boston and Nairobi.  Boston 

The Boston Marathon bombing was a terrorist 

attack, followed by subsequent related 

shootings, that occurred when two pressure 

cooker bombs exploded during the Boston 

Marathon. The bombs exploded about 12 seconds 

and 190 m apart,  near the marathon's finish 

line on Boylston Street. They killed 3 people and 

injured an estimated 264 others. 

 

Nairobi 

Unidentified gunmen attacked the upmarket 

Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi, Kenya. The 

attack resulted in at least 67 deaths, and more 

than 175 people were reportedly wounded in the 

mass shooting.The extremist Islamic group al- 
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 Shabaab claimed responsibility for the incident, 

which it characterised as retribution for the 

Kenyan military's deployment in the group's 

home country of Somalia. 

2013 Savar building collapse in Bangladesh. A structural failure that occurred on in the Savar 

Upazila of Dhaka, Bangladesh where an eight-

story commercial building named Rana Plaza 

collapsed. The search for the dead ended with a 

death toll of 1,129. Approximately 2,515 injured 

people were rescued from the building alive. 

It is considered the deadliest garment-factory 

accident in history, as well as the deadliest 

accidental structural failure in modern human 

history. 

President of Egypt Mohamed Morsi is deposed 

by the military in a coup d'état.  

 

Croatia becomes a member of the European 

Union. 

 

The Euromaidan protest begins in Ukraine.  A wave of demonstrations and civil unrest in 

Ukraine, which began with public protests in 

Maidan Nezalezhnosti ("Independence Square") 

in Kiev, demanding closer European integration. 

The scope of the protests expanded, with many 

calls for the resignation of President Viktor 

Yanukovych and his government. The protests 

ultimately led to the 2014 Ukrainian revolution. 

 

A chemical attack in Ghouta, Syria is blamed on 

President Bashar al-Assad.  

The Ghouta chemical attack occurred during the 

Syrian Civil War. Several opposition-controlled 

areas in the suburbs around Damascus, Syria, 

were struck by rockets containing the chemical 

agent sarin. The attack was the deadliest use of 

chemical weapons since the Iran–Iraq War. 

 

Sarin = or GB, is a colorless, odorless liquid, 

used as a chemical weapon owing to its extreme 

potency as a nerve agent. It was classified as a 

weapon of mass destruction. 
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 Nerve agent = a class of phosphorus-containing 

organic chemicals (organophosphates) that 

disrupt the mechanism by which nerves transfer 

messages to organs. The disruption is caused by 

blocking acetylcholinesterase, an enzyme that 

normally destroys acetylcholine, a 

neurotransmitter. 

Typhoon Haiyan kills nearly 6150 people in the 

Philippines and Vietnam.  

 

Deaths of Hugo Chávez, Nelson Mandela and 

Margaret Thatcher.  

Hugo Chávez = President of Venezuela 

 

Nelson Mandela = a South African anti-

apartheid revolutionary, politician, and 

philanthropist who served as President of South 

Africa from 1994 to 1999. 

 

Margaret Thatcher = British politician, who was 

the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 

1979 to 1990. 

Conflict begins in South Sudan.  The South Sudanese Civil War is an ongoing 

conflict in South Sudan between forces of the 

government and opposition forces. 

Uruguay becomes the first country to fully 

legalise cannabis. 

The legality of cannabis for general or 

recreational use varies from country to country. 

Possession of cannabis is illegal in most 

countries as a result of the agreement about 

Indian hemp, also known as hashish, in the 

International Opium Convention (1925). 

However, many countries have decriminalized 

the possession of small quantities of cannabis. 

 

End of 2012–2013 Cypriot financial crisis.  

2014 The worst Ebola virus epidemic in recorded 

history begins in West Africa, to date infecting 

more than 20,000 people and killing more than 

7,000.  
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Euromaidan protest in Ukraine sparks a 

revolution and the overthrow of Viktor 

Yanukovych, leading to Russia's annexation of 

Crimea and the War in Donbass.  

 

Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 and Indonesia 

AirAsia Flight 8501 disappear mid-flight, while 

Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 is shot down over 

Ukraine and Air Algérie Flight 5017 crashes in 

Mali.  

 

A coup d'état in Thailand overthrows the 

caretaker government.  

 

King Juan Carlos I of Spain abdicates (give up 

power); his son becomes King Felipe VI.  

 

Israel launches an assault on the Gaza Strip in 

response to tit-for-tat murder-kidnappings, 

leading to the deaths of 71 Israelis and 2100 

Palestinians. 

 

ISIS begins its offensive in northern Iraq, 

leading to intervention in Iraq and Syria by a 

US-led coalition.  

ISIS = Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. 

 

The offensive is against the Iraqi government. 

 

Second Libyan Civil War begins. An ongoing conflict between four rival 

organizations seeking to control Libya: 

• The internationally recognized 

government of the Council of Deputies 

that was elected democratically in 2014, 

also known as the "Tobruk 

government". This government has the 

loyalty of the Libyan Army under the 

command of General officer Khalifa 

Haftar and has been supported by air 

strikes by Egypt and the UAE.  

• The rival Islamist government of the 

new General National Congress based in 

the capital Tripoli, led by the Muslim  

Brotherhood, backed by the wider 

Islamist coalition known as "Libya  

Dawn" and aided by Qatar, Sudan, and  

Turkey. 
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 • The Islamist Shura Council of Benghazi 

Revolutionaries, led by Ansar al-Sharia 

(Libya). They have had the support of 

the New General National Congress and 

the unrecognised government in Tripoli 

led by former Prime Minister Omar Al-

Hassi, stating that Ansar al-Sharia are 

"simple, beautiful and amiable" as well 

as being engaged in “missionary work". 

• The Islamic State of Iraq and the 

Levant's Libyan provinces. 

As well as two smaller organizations seeking to 

control small parts of Libya: 

• The Tuareg militias of Ghat, controlling 

desert areas in the southwest. 

• Local forces in Misrata district, 

controlling the towns of Bani Walid and 

Tawergha. 

 

The Rosetta spacecraft's Philae probe becomes 

the first to successfully land on a comet. 

 

The Eurasian Economic Union comes into effect, 

creating a political and economic union between 

Russia, Belarus, Armenia, Kazakhstan and 

Kyrgyzstan. 

To establish a trading bloc gradually. 

Lithuania officially adopts the euro as its 

currency, replacing the litas, and becomes the 

nineteenth Eurozone country. 

 

2015 

 

 

A series of massacres in Baga, Nigeria and 

surrounding villages by Boko Haram kills more 

than 2,000 people. 

A series of mass killings carried out by the 

jihadist group Boko Haram in the Nigerian town 

of Baga and its environs. 

 

Jihadist = a 21st-century neologism found in the 

Western languages to describe for militant 

Islamic movements perceived as a military 

movement "rooted in Islam" and "existentially 

threatening" to the West. 
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The Swiss National Bank abandons the cap on 

the franc's value relative to the euro, causing 

turmoil in international financial markets. 

 

After Houthi forces seize the presidential palace, 

Yemeni President Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi 

resigns after months of unrest. 

 

Leaders from Russia, Ukraine, Germany and 

France reach an agreement on the conflict in 

eastern Ukraine that includes a ceasefire and 

withdrawal of heavy weapons. However, several 

days later, the Ukrainian government and pro-

Russian rebels claim that, within its first day, 

the ceasefire was broken 139 times, as both sides 

failed to withdraw their heavy weapons and 

fighting had continued. 

 

The United Nations Security Council adopts 

Resolution 2199 to combat terrorism. 

The resolution, in particular, emphasized "the 

need to combat by all means, in accordance with 

the Charter of the United Nations and 

international law, [...] threats to international 

peace and security caused by terrorist acts" 

The Egyptian military begins conducting 

airstrikes against a branch of the Islamic 

militant group ISIL in Libya in retaliation for the 

group's beheading of over a dozen Egyptian 

Christians. 

 

The ancient city sites of Nimrud, Hatra and Dur-

Sharrukin in Iraq are demolished by the Islamic 

State of Iraq and the Levant.  

 

NASA's Dawn probe enters orbit around Ceres, 

becoming the first spacecraft to visit a dwarf 

planet.  

 

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) 

becomes allies with fellow jihadist group Boko 

Haram, effectively annexing the group. 

 

 

An Airbus A320-211 (plane) operated by 

Germanwings (German airways) crashes in the 

French Alps, killing all 150 on board. 
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A Saudi Arabia-led coalition of Arab countries 

starts a military intervention in Yemen in order 

to uphold the Yemeni government in its fight 

against the Houthis' southern offensive. 

The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing conflict that 

began in 2015 between two factions claiming to 

constitute the Yemeni government, along with 

their supporters and allies. Southern separatists 

(by far the largest force) and forces loyal to the 

government of Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, based in 

Aden, have clashed with Houthi forces and 

forces loyal to the former president Ali Abdullah 

Saleh. 

148 people are killed, the majority students, in a 

mass shooting at the Garissa University College 

in Kenya, perpetrated by the militant terrorist 

organization Al-Shabaab. 

 

A magnitude 7.8 earthquake strikes Nepal and 

causes 8,857 deaths in Nepal, 130 in India, 27 in 

China and 4 in Bangladesh with a total of 9,018 

deaths. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) declares 

that rubella has been eradicated from the 

Americas. 

German measles or three-day measles, is an 

infection caused by the rubella virus. This 

disease is often mild with half of people not 

realizing that they are sick. A rash may start 

around two weeks after exposure and last for 

three days. It usually starts on the face and 

spreads to the rest of the body. The rash is not 

as bright as that of measles and is sometimes 

itchy. Swollen lymph nodes are common and 

may last a few weeks. A fever, sore throat, and 

fatigue may also occur. In adults joint pain is 

common. 

Expo 2015 is held in Milan, Italy. The theme chosen for the 2015 Milan Universal 

Exposition was Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life. 

It embraced technology, innovation, culture, 

traditions and creativity and how they relate to 

food and diet. 

 

Version O of Les Femmes d'Alger by Pablo Picasso 

sells for US$179.3 million at Christie's auction in 

New York, while the sculpture L'Homme au doigt 

by Alberto Giacometti sells for US$141.3 million, 

setting a new world record for a painting and for 
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a sculpture, respectively.  

A second major earthquake in Nepal, measuring 

7.3 on the moment magnitude scale, results in 

153 deaths in Nepal, 62 in India, 1 in China and 2 

in Bangladesh with a total of 218 deaths. 

 

Ireland votes to legalize same-sex marriage, 

becoming the first country to legalize same-sex 

marriage by popular vote. 

 

FIFA President Sepp Blatter announces his 

intention to resign amidst an FBI-led corruption 

investigation, and calls for an extraordinary 

congress to elect a new president as soon as 

possible. 

 

ISIL claim responsibility for attacks around the 

world during the Ramadan. 

• Kobanî massacre: ISIL fighters detonate 

three car bombs, enter Kobanî, Syria, 

and open fire at civilians, killing more 

than 220. 

• Sousse attacks: 22-year-old Seifeddine 

Rezgui opens fire at a tourist resort at 

Port El Kantaoui, Tunisia, killing 40 

people. 

• Kuwait mosque bombing: A suicide 

bomber attacks the Shia Mosque Imam 

Ja'far as-Sadiq at Kuwait City, Kuwait, 

killing 27 people and injuring 227 

others. 

 

Ramadan = is the ninth month of the Islamic 

calendar, and is observed by Muslims worldwide 

as a month of fasting to commemorate the first 

revelation of the Quran to Muhammad according 

to Islamic belief. 

Cuba becomes the first country in the world to 

eradicate mother-to-child transmission of HIV 

and syphilis.[39] 

Eradicate = Kill in large numbers. 

 

A Lockheed C-130 Hercules operated by the 

Indonesian Air Force crashed into a crowded 

residential neighborhood in Medan shortly after 
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take-off from Soewondo Air Force Base, killing 

143 people including 22 others on the ground, 

marking the second-deadliest air disaster to 

ever occur in Medan and the deadliest crash in 

Indonesian Air Force peacetime history. 

 

Greek government-debt crisis. Greece becomes the first advanced economy to 

miss a payment to the International Monetary 

Fund in the 71-year history of the IMF. 

NASA's New Horizons spacecraft performs a close 

flyby of Pluto, becoming the first spacecraft in 

history to visit the distant world. 

 

Iran agrees to long-term limits of its nuclear 

program in exchange for sanctions relief. 

The nuclear program of Iran has included 

several research sites, two uranium mines, a 

research reactor, and uranium processing 

facilities that include three known uranium 

enrichment plants. As of 2015, Iran's nuclear 

program has cost $100 billion in lost oil 

revenues and lost foreign direct investment 

because of international sanctions (approval). 

Cuba and the United States reestablish full 

diplomatic relations, ending a 54-year stretch of 

hostility between the nations. 

 

Turkey begins a series of airstrikes against PKK 

and ISIL targets after the 2015 Suruç bombing. 

Kobanî, which is approximately 10 km from 

Suruç, was until January under siege by Islamic 

State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) forces. More 

than 300 members of the SGDF had travelled 

from İstanbul to Suruç to participate in three to 

four days of rebuilding work in Kobanî, and had 

been staying at Amara Cultural Centre while 

preparing to cross the border. The explosion, 

which was caught on camera, was identified as 

being caused by a cluster bomb detonated during 

what was perceived to be a suicide attack. 

 

Debris found on Réunion Island is confirmed to 

be that of Malaysian Airlines Flight 370, missing 

since March 2014. 
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A bombing takes place inside the Erawan Shrine 

at the Ratchaprasong intersection in Pathum 

Wan District, Bangkok, Thailand, killing 20 

people and injuring 125.  

Surveillance footage showed a suspect leaving a 

backpack at the scene shortly before the 

explosion. 

Scientists announce the discovery of Homo 

naledi, a previously unknown species of early 

human in South Africa. 

Which seems to be older than 50000 years. 

Automaker Volkswagen is alleged to have been 

involved in worldwide rigging of diesel 

emissions tests, affecting an estimated 11 

million vehicles globally.  

The United States Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) issued a notice of violation of the 

Clean Air Act to German automaker Volkswagen 

Group, after it was found that the automaker 

had intentionally programmed turbocharged 

direct injection (TDI) diesel engines to activate 

certain emissions controls only during 

laboratory emissions testing. The programming 

caused the vehicles' nitrogen oxide (NOx) output 

to meet US standards during regulatory testing, 

but emit up to 40 times more NOx in real-world 

driving. Volkswagen put this programming in 

about eleven million cars worldwide, and in 

500,000 in the United States, during model 

years 2009 through 2015. 

A stampede during the Hajj pilgrimage in Mecca, 

Saudi Arabia, kills at least 2,200 people and 

injures more than 900 others, with more than 

650 missing. 

The cause of the disaster is disputed and yet to 

be ascertained. 

NASA announces that liquid water has been 

found on Mars. 

 

Russia begins air strikes against ISIL and anti-

government forces in Syria in support of the 

Syrian government. 

 

A suicide bomb kills at least 100 people at a 

peace rally in Ankara, Turkey, and injures more 

than 400 others. 

 

 

Hurricane Patricia becomes the most intense 

hurricane ever recorded in the Western 

Hemisphere, with winds of 322km/h and a 

pressure of 879 mbar. 
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A magnitude 7.5 earthquake strikes the Hindu 

Kush region and causes 398 deaths, with 279 in 

Pakistan, 115 in Afghanistan and 4 in India. 

 

Flight KGL9268, an Airbus A321 airliner en route 

to Saint Petersburg from Sharm el-Sheikh, 

crashes near Al-Hasana in Sinai, killing all 217 

passengers and 7 crew members on board. 

Sharm el-Sheikh is on the southern tip of the 

Sinai Peninsula, in South Sinai Governorate, 

Egypt, on the coastal strip along the Red Sea. 

Chinese and Taiwanese presidents, Xi Jinping 

and Ma Ying-jeou, formally meet for the first 

time.[53] 

 

Several suicide bombings occur in Beirut, 

Lebanon, killing 43 and injuring 239. The 

Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant claim 

responsibility. 

 

Multiple attacks claimed by Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant (ISIL) in Paris, France, resulting 

in 130 fatalities. 

A series of coordinated terrorist attacks occurred 

in Paris. Three suicide bombers struck near the 

Stade de France in Saint-Denis, followed by 

suicide bombings and mass shootings at cafés, 

restaurants, and a concert hall in Paris. 

The ISIL said that it was in retaliation for the 

French airstrikes on ISIL targets in Syria and 

Iraq. The President of France, François 

Hollande, said that the attacks were an act of 

war by ISIL. 

Syrian Civil War An ongoing multisided armed conflict with 

international interventions taking place in Syria. 

The unrest began in the early spring of 2011 

within the context of Arab Spring protests, with 

nationwide protests against President Bashar al-

Assad's government, whose forces responded 

with crackdowns. 

 

Turkey shoots down a Russian fighter jet in the 

first case of a NATO member destroying a 

Russian aircraft since the 1950s. 

This happened near the Syria–Turkey border. 

According to Turkey, the aircraft—whose 

nationality was unknown at the time—was fired 

upon while in Turkish airspace because it 

violated the border up to a depth of 2.19 km for 

about 17 seconds after being warned to change 

its heading 10 times over a period of five 

minutes. The Russia Defence Ministry denied the 
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 aircraft ever left Syrian airspace, counter-

claiming that their satellite data showed that the 

Sukhoi was about 1,000 metres inside Syrian 

airspace when it was shot down. The US State 

Department said that the US independently 

confirmed that the aircraft's flight path violated 

Turkish territory, and that the Turks gave 

multiple warnings to the pilot, to which they 

received no response. Russian president 

Vladimir Putin said that the US knew the flight 

path of the Russian jet and should have 

informed Turkey; two US officials said that 

Russia did not inform the US military of its jet's 

flight plan. 

The 2015 United Nations Climate Change 

Conference (COP 21) is held in Paris, attended by 

leaders from 147 nations. 

 

A global climate change pact is agreed at the 

COP 21 summit, committing all countries to 

reduce carbon emissions for the first time. 

 

 

SpaceX lands a Falcon 9 rocket, the first 

reusable rocket to successfully enter orbital 

space and return. 

Space Exploration Technologies Corporation 

(SpaceX) is an American aerospace manufacturer 

and space transport services company with its 

headquarters in Hawthorne, California, USA. It 

was founded in 2002 by former PayPal 

entrepreneur and Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk 

with the goal of creating the technologies to 

reduce space transportation costs and enable the 

colonization of Mars. It has developed the Falcon 

1 and Falcon 9 launch vehicles, both of which 

were designed from conception to eventually 

become reusable, and the Dragon spacecraft 

which is flown into orbit by the Falcon 9 launch 

vehicle to supply the International Space Station 

(ISS) with cargo. A manned version of Dragon is 

in development. 

 

 


